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Weightless Adventure

Moonrise Kingdom sweet but stalls

MOONRISE KINGDOM: Directed by Wes
Anderson. Written by Anderson and Roman Coppola.
Cinematography, Robert D. Yeoman. Editor, Andrew
Weisblum. Music, Alexandre Deesplat. Starring
Kara Hayward, Jared Gilman, Frances McDormand,
Edward Norton, Bruce Willis and Bill Murray. Focus
Features, 2012. PG-13. 94 minutes. % % % ¥ 7%

oonrise Kingdom is so charming,

so quaintly and perfectly

designed, like a pretty diorama
in which Wes Anderson carefully places
his actor-dolls, that it feels curmudgeonly
to dislike it. And I don’t dislike it, exactly;
I’m just not sure I feel much of anything
about it. Everything is in its right place;
the shots are beautiful, the sets just so.
Two kids set out separately across a New
England island, toting impossibly stylish
bags, outfitted in dashing Khaki Scout
uniforms and white socks. Via charming
letters — which we hear snippets of, in
overlapping narration, in one of the film’s
best sequences — they’ve planned to run
away together. The bare bones of their
plot is borrowed from any number of kids’
novels of years gone by, but those kids
never slept together in their underwear or
said things like, “I love you, but you have
no idea what you’re talking about.”

Are these kids, or miniature adults? Are
the adults any more mature? Khaki Scout
Master Ward (Edward Norton) means
well, but it’s on his watch that Sam (Jared
Gilman) escapes. The Bishops (Frances
McDormand and Bill Murray) mutter at
each other and yell at their kids through
a megaphone; their daughter Suzy (Kara
Hayward) escapes their lovely waterfront
house — to which we’re introduced
via a long march of a shot past endless
perfectly set-decorated rooms — toting
her little brother’s record player. The
lovelorn sheriff (Bruce Willis) is in love
with Mrs. Bishop, and Social Services
(Tilda Swinton, briefly swanning in from
her home planet) doesn’t have a name. In
asides, Bob Balaban appears, elaborating
on the island’s history or the state of the
oncoming storm.

All the pieces are in place for a movie
that pushes all the right buttons, but
something stalls. Anderson has cited as
influences all the same classic kids’ fantasy
novels that I loved — A Wrinkle in Time,
Susan Cooper’s Dark is Rising series —
but despite the fact that his characters
are trying to live in their own fantasy
world, both the magic and the weight of
the best adventure stories are missing.
The kids, particularly Suzy, are so wry, so
precocious, that it’s sometimes hard to see
how much their adventure means to them.
Sam has a sweet openness, but neither
of them show anything approaching
enthusiasm or youthful passion. Nostalgic
and worldly, Moonrise Kingdom is a very
adult memory of a particular kind of
adventure story, one that leaves out real
fear and real heart.

The exceptions to this twee solemnity
are slightly unexpected. As usual, Frances
McDormand brings an earthy urgency to
her role, and Bruce Willis, of all people,
has such a laid-back, slightly aching
presence that he too cracks the film’s layer
of emotional lacquer. Norton’s scoutmaster
has an earnestness that we too rarely see
from him, and Bill Murray, in The Bill
Murray Role, gets some of the best lines
(of course).

Moonrise  Kingdom is ever so
Andersonian — the attention to detail, the
hip references, the cool distance, the wise-
beyond-their-years kids struggling against
the bland, normal world of adults. The
pieces are all neatly aligned, the players
perfectly cast, the story laid out just so,
the camera right up in the pretty young
faces of the stars. But as much as the film
presses immediacy, it never pulls you in
by the heart; it’s something to admire, a
pristine and carefully groomed garden, not
a blooming, growing thing you can love.
It’s what Anderson does best, and full
points to him for that: You’d never mistake
Moonrise Kingdom for anyone else’s work.
You just might not care either way. oW
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Adv. Tix on Sale IMAX: RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK

KILLER JOE (NC - 17) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sat.(1215 245) 515 745 1015

2016 OBAMA'S AMERICA (P('E:)_
ri. - Sat.(1130 200) 430 700 915
HIT AND RUN (R)

Fri. - Sat.(1200 230) 500 730 1000
PREMIUM RUSH (PG-13)  Fri. - Sat.(1145 215) 445 715 945
THE EXPENDABLES 2

R
Fri. - Sat.(1120 111’)()210) 240 440 510 710 740 950 1020
SPARKLE (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.650 PM 940 PM

PARANORMAN IN REAL D 3D (PG) %
Fri. - Sat.(150 PM) 720 PM

PARANORMAN (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1125 AM) 450 PM 935 PM

THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN (PG?J
Fri. - Sat.(1100 145) 415 645 925
THE CAMPAIGN (R)

Fri. - Sat.(1205 220) 435 750 1010

THE BOURNE LEGACY [0C] (PG-13) Fii{1225 PA)
Sat.405 P

THE BOURNE LEGACY (PG-13) Fri05 P 705 P 1020 Pl

2.(1225 PM) 705 PM 1020 PM

Fri. - Sat.(1155 225) 455 725 1005

Fri. - Sat.(1110 155) 735 1030

Fri. - Sat.505 PM

HOPE SPRINGS (PG-13)
TOTAL RECALL (PG-13)
RUBY SPARKS (R)

IMAX: THE DARK KNIGHT RISESéI: 'lc,?é)t ﬁ35 oSS0
i. - Sat.

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES (PG-1?:).
ri. - Sat.(1105 235) 625 955

ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT (PG)
Fri. - Sat. (1140 AM 205 PM) 425 PM
ALBANY 7

Next to Fred Meyer BOO-FANDANGD 3094

HIT AND RUN (R) Fri. - Sat.(150) 430 720 1000
THE EXPENDABLES 2 (R) Fri. - Sat.(140) 410 710 950

PARANORMAN IN REAL D 3D (PG) *
Fri. - Sat.(110 PM) 640 PM

PARANORMAN (PG) Fri. - Sat.(340 PM) 915 PM

THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(120 350) 650 930

THE BOURNE LEGACY (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(100) 400 700 1000
THE CAMPAIGN (R) Fri. - Sat.(200) 420 730 940

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES (PG-13)
ti. - Sat.(130 PM) 500 PM 900 PM

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4 5419287489
Behind Skippers 9th St BOO-FANDANGO 3124

PARANORMAN (PG) Fri. - Sat.(350 PM) 900 PM

PARANORMAN IN REAL D 3D (PG) *
Fri. - Sat.(130 PM) 645 PM

THE BOURNE LEGACY (PG-13?
Fri. - Sat.(100 330) 400 630 650 930 945
THE WATCH (R)

Fri. - Sat.(110 PM)
THE DARK KNIGHT RISES (PG-13)
Ti.- Sat.(120 PM) 445 PM 810 PM
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2 FOR 1 - TO ROME WITH LOVE/
MOONRISE KINGDOM (DIGITAL) R
12:20, 5:20, 10:20

2 FOR 1 - MOONRISE KINGDOM/
TO ROME WITH LOVE (DIGITAL)
PG-13

3:00, 8:00

2016: OBAMA’S AMERICA
(DIGITAL) PG

12:25, 2:45, 5:05, 7:25, 9:45
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, THE
(DIGITAL) PG-13

12:25, 3:45, 7:05, 10:15

THE BOURNE LEGACY (DIGITAL)
PG-13

1:25, 4:25, 7:25, 8:55, 10:25
BRAVE (DIGITAL) PG

11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

THE CAMPAIGN (DIGITAL) R
11:45,1:00, 2:15, 3:35, 4:45, 6:05,
7:15, 8:30, 9:45

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES
(DIGITAL) PG-13

12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:20

DIARY OF A WIMPY KID: DOG
DAYS (DIGITAL) PG

12:50, 3:10, 5:30

MOVIES 12

BERNIE PG-13

11:25, 1:15, 1:55, 3:45, 4:35, 6:25,
7:45,9:35,10:05, 11:55

DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX PG
11:00, 12:35, 1:05, 2:41, 3:10,
4:48, 5:20, 6:56

THE HUNGER GAMES PG-13
1:00, 3:32, 4:00, 6:32, 7:00, 9:32,
10:00, 12:32

PROMETHEUS R

11:20, 1:34, 2:05, 4:19, 4:45, 6:59,
7:40, 9:54,10:20, 12:34

MAGIC MIKE R

11:40, 1:40, 2:20, 4:20, 4:50, 6:50,
7:20, 9:20, 10:10, 12:10

THAT’S MY BOY R

7:30, 9:36, 10:25, 12:31
MADAGASCAR 3: EUROPE’S
MOST WANTED (3D) PG
12:15,1:58, 2:35, 4:18, 4:55, 6:38,
7:15, 8:58, 9:25, 11:08

Gateway Mall - Beltline @
Gateway * Exp Code 1131#

THE EXPENDABLES 2 (DIGITAL) R
12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:30
HOPE SPRINGS (2012) (DIGITAL)
PG-13

12:10, 2:35, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50

HIT AND RUN (DIGITAL) R

12:30, 2:55, 5:20, 7:45,10:10

ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT
(DIGITAL) PG

11:35, 2:05, 4:35

PARANORMAN (3D) PG

10:50, 3:30, 8:10

PARANORMAN (DIGITAL) PG
1:10, 5:50, 10:30

PREMIUM RUSH (DIGITAL) PG-13
12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00

THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN
(DIGITAL) PG

12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00
SPARKLE (DIGITAL) PG-13
7:30,10:15

TOTAL RECALL (2012) (DIGITAL)
PG-13

11:05, 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 10:25

Gateway Mall - Beltline @
Gateway * Exp Code 1428#

MADAGASCAR 3: EUROPE’S
MOST WANTED PG

11:05, 12:48, 1:25, 3:08, 3:45, 5:28,
6:15, 7:58, 8:40, 10:23

MEN IN BLACK 3 PG-13

12:55, 2:51, 3:30, 5:26, 6:05, 8:01,
8:35,10:31

MEN IN BLACK 3 (3D) PG-13
11:10, 1:06, 2:00, 3:56, 4:30, 6:26,
7:10, 9:06, 9:40, 11:36

SNOW WHITE AND THE
HUNTSMAN PG-13

11:35, 1:52, 3:15, 5:32, 7:05, 9:22,
9:55,12:12

TEDR

11:45,1:41, 2:25, 4:21, 5:00, 6:56,
7:35,9:31,10:15, 12:11

THE WATCH R

11:15,1:07, 1:50, 3:42, 4:40, 6:32,
7:25,9:17,9:45,11:37

Assistive Listening or Captioning System Avail
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