Lifting the Age

Limit
Teens take over cast of Shedd
Theatrical's Sweet Charity

young woman shows up in New York City with her

heart quite literally on her sleeve. This innocent

is taken in by every type of con man imaginable,
as she tries to make a living as a taxi dancer at the seedy
Fandango Ballroom.

A perfect cautionary tale for teens, right?

Whether or not they get the message, the folks at Shedd
Theatricals have seen fit to let young people take over the
telling of Sweet Charity, which opens Thursday, June 14, at
the Shedd. Teens make up nearly one-third of the cast.

These talented youths are chatting in a crowded, colorful
jumble in the Jaqua concert hall when I pop in to ask a few
questions about singing and dancing in the adult world of
Shedd Theatricals.

“My first show here was really intimidating,” high-
school senior Liza Clark says. “But I’ve been the token
child around here for a long time. I’ve learned a lot.”
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Laura Sue Hiszczynskyj
and Dylan Stasack in
Sweet Charity

From figuring out what to do at a dance call to developing
a background in the history of American musical theater, the
performers appreciate getting a leg up in the theater world
at a young age.

Zoe Muellner, who at 21 claims elder status at the interview,
says, “We’ve learned to do a really quickly paced show,”
with less than three weeks of rehearsal. All those present,
who represent the solo-singing stars in their respective drama
programs, understand that to make it as actors they need to
learn to be a cohesive part of the chorus. “And it’s a lot more
fun,” says Emma Sohlberg, who played the leading role of
Kate Fothergill in last summer’s Gir/ Crazy.

But it’s important to note that although educative at
heart, the Shedd isn’t running a charity school. They cast
these kids because they’re good. “We don’t play around,”
says Shedd executive director Jim Ralph. “We expect them
to act like adults.”

Actor Matthew Woodward notes that it is easier to work
here than in a more lax setting. “Here we’re under union
rules, we’re professionals.”

Kids like working under rules? When I ask which union
rule they find most valuable, the answer is unanimous.

“Breaks!” says UO student Tatiana Young. “We get
breaks.” Here the young actors dissolve into a discussion
of theater horror stories: former directors keeping them
reading notes until midnight; being stuck in tech-run hell for
hours on end; and never being able to go to the bathroom.

“You have to respect your fellow actors,” Clark says.
Under these rules, the young actors feel respected in turn.

And they deserve it. These students are a nice
representation of the extremely skilled young performers
now cutting their teeth in Eugene. Local high school and
college students from UO and Lane Community College
make up the bulk of the group. Dylan Stasack and Sohlberg
both attend the University of Michigan where, according to
Tony Award-winning director and writer James Lapine, they
are “turning out the best young musical theatre performers
in the business these days.” Stasack notes that, “less than
two percent of all who audition get in.”

When I asked about playing taxi dancers (dime-a-dance
girls, one short step from a prostitutes), the young women
were unfazed. Young says that as an actor, “You’re gonna
be playing characters who do things that you wouldn’t do.”
Sohlberg concurs, “Theater is about real people with real
stories.”

But for all their maturity and talent, 19-year-old Stasack
is still playing opposite a 40-year-old woman he’s known
since before he could drive a car.

Contending that nothing happening on stage is about
how many years an actor has been plodding the globe,
Stasack notes that “it’s about the characters, and how they
are connected.”

Talent, it seems, has no age limit. oW

Sweet Charity runs June 14-17 at the Shedd; theshedd.org or call 434-7000.
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Yoga alliance
Aperoved Trainings

read us online
eugeneweekly.com

541-232-2042 Taichivogacenter.com

OLD ENGLISH FLEA MARKET & Farmers
Market. Sundays 9-4, June-July-August.
Space Available. Call 541-636-7263 or visit
www.oldeenglishfleamarkets.com

WATERCOLOR CLASSES all levels. 2 full
days $45 ea day, 10am-4pm, 6/16 & 7/21 at
Emerald Art Center, 500 Main st, Springfield,
OR. Email nancytilljune@comcast.net or call
503-871-3807

BULLETIN

BOARD

Announcements

Have you got a talent you would like to
showcase at the Lane County Fair.. sing-
ers, musicians, dancer, jugglers..give me a
call or email if you are interested. Ask for
Bill Shreve 541-484-0519 or bills@eugene-
weekly.com

Lost & Found

FOUND BIKE @ 4th and Blair Monday June
4. Call and describe please 541-606-0372 .
8AM - TPM Daily.

LOST CAT Very sweet, loved female tan &
grey named Mia. Lost w/collar & harness.
Lost Mon, 6/ft @ 7am corner of 13th &
Lincoln. Please call 541-285-8989.

Wanted

BUYING JUNK VEHICLES Condition unim-
portant. We haul them away. Barnes
Automotive & Recycling, 541-606-8849.

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. Running
or Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You!
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

FREE APPLIANCE REMOVAL Any age, any
brand, any appliance. Working or not. 541-
844-6867 TotallyFreeApplianceRemoval.
com

Misc.

BE SAFE protect yourself! Don't get arrest-
ed for protecting yourself! For a complete
line of non-lethal self protection devices
visit www.americandefender.org. Protect
yourself! (AAN CAN)

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED in helping a
couple who is struggling to become par-
ents? (You will receive $ for your efforts)
We are looking for: a healthy, attractive
male (to put his sperm/in bank) with col-
lege background athletic/fit, Caucasian
6.2"-6.5" Blue eyes. Not bold. Kind, mentally
balanced. Email: pro2ineo@gmail.com

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues Tlam-6pm,
Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530 Greenhill Rd,
541-689-1503 green-hill.org Look for our Pet
of the Week!

LOW COST PET VACCINE CLINIC speed-
yvets.com low cost vaccinations, heart-
worm tests, name brand tick and flea medi-
cations. No exams fees. See website speed-
yvets.com for locations, times and addi-
tional information.

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
SARA's Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT! 871 River
Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm. 541-607-8892
sarastreasures.org Look for this week's
Rescued Cat.

Adoption/Family
Services

ADOPT: Active young Successful Creative
Professional & Stay-Home-Mom await mira-
cle baby. Expenses paid. Will & Sandra
1-800-362-7842

FREE SPERM donation to single female or
strait/lesbian couple from renowned scien-
tist. College fund for child. Call 541-207-7757
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