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Hurleys & Sliotars

The Eugene Trappers put the Sick in Hurling

of men beating the living crap out of each other for
no good reason. Now consider the brutality of giving
that field of bloody, beaten and bruised men jerseys, a ball, a
goal and good reason. This actually exists. This is the hybridic
predecessor of rugby, lacrosse and field hockey. This is hurling.

The game dates back 3,000 or so years to the Celts in
Ireland, and it’s still steeped in tradition today — right down to
miniscule details like calling the seamed ball a sliotar, and the
flat-headed stick a hurley, as well as preeminent administration
by the Gaelic Athletic Association.

It’s played just as one would expect, considering the
aforementioned combination of sports, but with a large set of
rules regarding the ways in which the ball can be maneuvered.
Simply, the goal is to get the ball into the goal. How it gets
there is up to the players — it can be kicked, slapped, hit or
carried, but not thrown. You may not have heard, but some
locals decided to try their luck at this sport.

“I mean, just on aesthetics alone it looks like lacrosse and
hockey and whatnot, but as far as playing style goes it’s almost
like basketball,” says Peter Gallagher, captain and coach of the
Eugene Trappers. “It’s been fun trying new things, trying new
moves; it’s such a weird open sport. It’s so improvisational.”

COnsider the brutality of a pad-less, club-wielding field

The Trappers began playing regularly in the fall of 2009 when former team member Chris Griffith brought the idea to some friends.
From there Eugene’s hurling scene has blossomed into far more than a simple way to beat the hangover out of each other on a Saturday
morning. Becoming involved with the Oregonian hurling circuit (which is not to be confused with the official Oregon Hurling Association)
means regular home and away games — savage, teeth-gritting match-ups between two 9 to 13 member teams that almost always end in
scrapes and bruises for all. Though the traditional Irish way of hurling dictates that there be 15 to a side, the sport must first generate enough
local interest to encompass teams of such magnitude.

So if you’re outside this weekend and you happen to see a gaggle of dudes in green taking LARPing to a whole new level, don’t stop
them — they’re beating the shit out of each other in the names of tradition, sportsmanship and recreation. And as brutal as it sounds, you’ve
got to admit: This puts the fun back into hurling after a night of heavy drinking. 6

BEST HANGOVER... D[N NER?

Beginning May 17th
your favorite breakfast joint
will have an all new dinner menu!

Mon- Thurs 7am — 9pm
Fri-Sat Yam — 10pm *® Sun 7am — 3pm
1689 Willamette » Fugene » 343-1542 . 55 SILVER LN.

see our full menu on facebook

ALL DAY Mon Fri 11,7, Sat 10.6, Sun 12.5

SPARKING DOWNTOWN
RevivaL SINCE 2002

® LOTS OF NINKASI
® PATIO SEATING
® DOWN HOME CHOW

® WALLART
® PBR- CHEAP!
® GOOD DRINKS
® BUNCH OF POOL TABLES

® VIDEO GAMES (N0 POKER)
“GO EMERALD CITY ROLLER GIRLS!”

SCANFOR OUR MENU

99 West Broanway
541-683-3154

Ibex Wool, Rainwear, Lighting...
Closing Out Winter!

25% to 50% off a wide selection

i BREAKFAST | | %/0pen 7 Dayst

arriving » bike

Urban Cycling Outfitters

New Hours: o = = COUPON M = = e e e e e

The Willamettans Family Nudist Resort,
where all you need to wear is a smile.

Summer is about here and we are preparing for a great one with lots of activities!

We will start with clean up weekend May 19th and 20th by offering free
grounds fees for all who participate and a pig roast pot luck dinner
on Saturday at 5:30pm. Then Memorial day weekend we have our
Spring Fling Celebration. This is three days of fun with a live band on

' Saturday night and lots more activities for all.

The Willamettans
othing optional RV Resort

Swimming Pool - Tennis Courts - Horseshoes - Camping or Rentals

= 541-933-2809 willamettans.com

11AM-10PM DAILY

$2.00
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. NOW 2 LOGATIONS! * SY'S NEW YORK PIZZA .
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SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

FREE LARGE

2 SLICES

S ot qanr.com « 1-800-TRY.NUDE Rob Whicker DIDS

Wellness Centered Dentistry

Individual Care for Individual People

A Holistic ,-'f‘,r.*f?ra.:'f ch to 3
— Dental Care A

541-868-2008 Q@ B
4725 Village Plaza Loop &g, . 48 Y
Ste 101 * Eugene, OR "‘;‘- s

wedentistry.com
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