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sportssports  BY DANTE ZUÑIGA-WEST

T
he world famous Harlem Globetrotters are part 
theater, part comedy act and all basketball. We 
caught up with 5-foot-8 guard Kenny “The Blenda” 

Rodriguez not long before the Globetrotters packed 
Matthew Knight Arena on Feb. 24 to entertain thousands. 

How did you become a Harlem Globetrotter?

After high school I took a four-year break from basketball, 
but then I came back, playing street ball in New York 
and doing halftime shows. What got me onto the Harlem 
Globetrotters was a guy by the name of Black Jack Ron, a 
street-ball legend known all over New York. He got a call 
from one of the agents, and the agent asked him if he knew 
any talent in New York, and he told them about me. 

So, a scout called me and asked for a highlight video, I sent 
the video over to Phoenix, Ariz. and next thing I know they 
say I look good, but they want to make sure I can really 
do all the stuff I did in the video — make sure there’s 
no trick photography. So they invited me to Houston, 
Texas, with 10 other guys for a two-day tryout. 

It was intense — people think Globetrotters are all 
about the tricks, but they looked for the tricks at the 
end. First they make sure you’re a good ballplayer. 
Within 30 minutes I twisted my ankle. They taped it 
up and I was out there limping, thinking I wasn’t going 
to make it. But I think they saw that I didn’t give up, and 

they liked my energy. And ever since then, in 2007, I’ve been 
a Globetrotter.

So, why do they call you “The Blenda?”

‘Cause I make smoothies out of defenders and I shake 
people up on the court.

Are all of the games scripted? Is it predetermined 

that you guys are going to win by a certain amount of 

points? How does that work?

No, no, we never know how much we are going to win 
by, or if we’re going to lose. People don’t know: we’ve lost a 
total of 345 games. But we’ve won 24,000 in the 86 years 
we’ve been around. We try to get a 10-point lead over our 
opponents and then we bring the tricks in.

So all theatrics aside, the teams you’re playing against 

are seriously trying to beat you guys?

Yeah, sometimes they have to fall back, like when we 
grab kids from the audience to do skits and stuff. They know 
they have to lay back for a minute and let us put on a show. 
But they’re trying to beat us. 

How do the Globetrotters relate to the NBA?

Well, a lot of NBA players now were motivated to play 
ball by seeing a Globetrotter game. Or they saw us on TV, 

on Gilligan’s Island or Fat Albert. I recently had a chance 
to be on Sesame Street, and I remember being a kid 
and seeing the Globetrotters on Sesame Street. It was 
pretty cool to hang out with Elmo.

What’s the best part about being a Globetrotter?

Traveling. I’ve been to 40 countries. I can’t remember 
them all right now, but to mention a few — Italy, Belgium, the 
U.K., China, Japan, Bosnia, Turkey. Basketball is a universal 
language, and wherever we go people understand our 
antics.                       ew
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VEGETARIAN OPTIONS

AUTHENTIC KOREAN & ASIAN CUISINE

BUBBLE TEA 
& BUBBLE JUICE
THE BEST IN TOWN!

HEALTHY 
HOT SOUP

HOT POTS 
BIM BI BAP

TERIYAKI 
CHICKEN, BEEF 

TOFU, PORK

992 Willamette � Eugene, OR 97401

343-9661

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Largest Selection of 

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen
products, deli, snacks, drinks,

sauces, spices, produce,
housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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Sunrise
55

Wood  eld Station
SHOPPING CENTER

TA RA RIN GIFT CARDS

Available at restaurant,
come see us for details!

See our complete menu online:

www.TaRaRinThai.com

Phone 541.343.1230

Located in downtown Eugene at

1200 Oak St.

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK!
~ WEEKDAY LUNCH SPECIALS ~

~ DINE IN OR TAKE OUT ~

Mon-Fri: 11 am-3 pm Lunch

 4:30 pm-10 pm Dinner

Sat-Sun: 12 noon-10 pm

Mother’s Homemade Recipes
Gluten-free Dishes Available

Vegetarian Selections

No MSG, No Dairy
Over 50 Selections of Beer & Wine
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