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Winter Thaw

An oasis of music from warmer climes

ack in the 1970s, one of the major
Bbands leading the welcomed

revival of Celtic music was
Planxty, a group that recreated the original
energy in what could have been musty old
tunes and forms and thereby revitalized
Irish music. Singer Andy Irvine
incorporated Eastern European elements
into the band, and he later co-founded
another all-star Irish band, Patrick Street,
which he continues to front.

Irvine also plays frequently with many
of the other legendary names in Irish
music, and maintains a solo career as well,
accompanying his own songs on bouzouki
and mandola. He’s performing at Cozmic
Pizza on Monday, Feb. 6, and no fan of
Celtic or folk music should miss him.

Singer/songwriter John Cruz is one of
the hottest stars in Hawaiian music,
winning major awards on the island and a
Grammy for his acoustic ballads. He’s
even co-written a song with Phish’s Trey
Anastasio and provided hits for Jack
Johnson. You can hear him at The Shedd
on Saturday, Feb. 4, and maybe channel a
little island sunshine during these bleak
winter days.

The week’s big concert at the University
of Oregon features the acclaimed Salzburg
Chamber Soloists in the Chamber Music
@ Beall series, performing music by
Mozart, Dvorak, Janacek and Benjamin
Britten’s lovely Les Illuminations, a take
on the fevered prose poetry of the great
French writer Arthur Rimbaud. Although
the composers’ names are familiar, it’s
fairly uncommon to hear these particular
works because they require a small
orchestra — too big for a chamber
ensemble, too small for a symphony — so
this is a rare and recommended musical
treat Sunday, Feb. 5, at Beall Hall.

The UO music school’s new Emerging
Artist Series gives its best students a
showcase every winter and spring. The
Feb. 3 concert at Beall includes music by
Gabriel Faure, Jacques Ibert, an original
dance work and more. Just in time for
V-Day, UO opera students will sing songs
of love and lust Feb. 10-11 at Beall. And
on Sunday, Feb. 12, the school’s other
program for new and emerging artists, the
always-stimulating Vanguard Series,
brings award-winning soprano Esteli
Gomez, who performs with Yale
University early music groups, to sing
music written for her by UO composers.

On Saturday afternoon, Feb. 4, the
UO’s award-winning Chamber Choir joins
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Portland State University’s terrific Cham-
ber Choir in a Beall concert led by famed
Harvard University choral conductor
Jameson Marvin, who will lead three of
the state’s finest young choirs in this col-
laborative concert featuring music by
Brahms, Renaissance and early Baroque
composers as well as contemporary works,
including spirituals.

You can also hear Baroque music on
Sunday, Feb. 5, at First Methodist Church
at 13th & Olive, when Cascade Consort
performs music by Handel, Monteverdi
and rarely heard other composers on lute,
harpsichord, viola da gamba and voice.

On Monday, Feb. 6, Beall hosts the
venerable Eugene Symphonic Band,
now celebrating its 54th season with music
by Gustav Holst, Malcolm Arnold, Percy
Grainger and more. Congrats — if this
long-running Eugene musical institution
can survive more than half a century, we
can get through this winter.

Finally, another stalwart classical music
institution, the Oregon Mozart Players,
completes its auditions for a new music
director — and an opportunity for artistic
renewal in a highly recommended Feb. 11
concert featuring conductor-candidate
Michael Nowak, a frequent guest conductor
of the OMP. At the Hult Center, this longtime
music director of the San Luis Obispo
Symphony (since 1984) will lead the
chamber orchestra in an attractive program
of music by Stravinsky, one of Mozart’s first
great symphonies, his 29th, and his lovely
Piano Concerto #17, with UO piano master
Dean Kramer as soloist. oW
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FOR A FULL SCHEDULE VISIT WWW.MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS.COM
FOLLOW US ONLINE AT: FACEBOOK.COM/MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS.COM
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS
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AND THE SLEEPING SOULS

& WATER TOWER
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 12 JOHN HENRY'S

77 WEST BROADWAY - EUGENE, OR - 6:00PM DOORS - TWENTY ONE AND OVER ONLY
TICKETS AT ALL SAFEWAY/TICKETSWEST LOCATIONS
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-992-TIXX
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MONDAY FEB 20 WOW HALL

291 W 8TH AVE - EUGENE, OR - 7:00PM DOORS - ALL AGES
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE WITH PROPER ID
TICKETS AT ALL SAFEWAY/TICKETSWEST LOCATIONS
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-992-TIXX
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"One of the only guys in the world
that can really play the traditional
stuff right." EETAFREISY

Advance tickets on sale at (D World, House
of Records, Museum of Unfine Art and Record Store
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Advance tickets on sale af (D World, House of
Records, Museum of Unfine Art and Record Store &
online at www.cozmicpizza.com

Sporsoredby S 541-338-9333
ulﬂﬂlilu e 199 W 8th St - Eugene, Oregon
www.vipertoons.com corner of 8th & Charnelton
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 23
MCDONALD THEATRE

1010 WILLAMETTE ST - EUGENE, OR - 7:30PM DOORS - ALL AGES
FULL BAR WITH PROPER ID -
TICKETS AT ALL SAFEWAY/TICKETSWEST LOCATIONS
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-992-TIXX
FREE PEACE OF MIND TOUR SAMPLER WITH EVERY ONLINE
TICKET PURCHASED. INCLUDES 3 SONG DOWNLOADS FROM
EACH BAND + EXCLUSIVES.

thurs feb 2

Tracy
Grammer

8pm
$12 adv/$15 day of

Guy Davis

9pm + $16 adv/$20 day of
Elegant M 5pm - no cover

Breathe Owl Breathe,

Purple Sparrows &
Dan Jones (solo acoustic)

8:30pm - $8 adv/$10 day of
(sunfebs |
Fuforquestra

9pm - $5 adv/$8 day of
Andy Irvine

8:30pm - $14 adv/$18 day of

feb 25th Chuck Prophet
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every thursday

OPEN JAZZ JAM s.7pm

s every sunday
| POKEMON LEAGUE 1-5pm
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