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A DANGEROUS METHOD: Directed by 
David Cronenberg. Screenplay by Christopher 
Hampton, based on his play The Talking 
Cure, based on the book A Most Dangerous 
Method by John Kerr. Cinematography, Peter 
Suschitzky. Editor, Ronald Sanders. Music, 
Howard Shore. Starring Keira Knightley, Viggo 
Mortensen, Michael Fassbender, Vincent 
Cassel and Sarah Gadon. Sony Pictures 
Classics, 2011. R. 99 minutes. 44421

I
t’s an odd thing to leave a movie 

screening feeling rather like you wish 

you’d read the story instead. David 

Cronenberg’s latest fi lm — and his third 

with Viggo Mortensen, who disappears 

into the role of Sigmund Freud — is 

based on a play that’s based on a book, 

and somewhere in there is a story that 

gives the reader or viewer time to absorb 

the ideas and suggestions packed into 

the dialogue, to translate the glances and 

tensed shoulders into an embodiment of 

those ideas. 

A Dangerous Method slips past like a 

series of slides, a string of minor and major 

events in the birth and development of 

psychoanalysis and the transformation of a 

patient into a doctor. At the start, a writhing, 

feral Sabina Spielrein (a somewhat 

unconvincing Keira Knightley) arrives at 

the hospital where a calm, buttoned-up 

Carl Jung (Michael Fassbender) works. 

He treats Spielrein with the “talking cure” 

and shortly thereafter employs her as an 

assistant of sorts, where her observations 

are as swift and perhaps more pointed than 

the doctor’s own. 

Spielrein’s shift from stuttering, 

grimacing patient to student and eventually 

Jung’s lover plays out strangely, in leaps 

and bounds that make it seem as if all 

she had to do was describe what she felt, 

and why she thought she felt it, in order 

to overcome it — at least on the surface. 

As she turns toward “normal” behavior, 

Freud sends Otto Gross (Vincent Cassel) 

to Jung. Gross is both doctor and patient, 

a man who has chosen to repress nothing. 

His infl uence is clear on Jung, who, with 

no small amount of guilt — his tiny, 

pretty wife keeps trying to give him sons 

— becomes physically involved with 

Spielrein. 

Much of A Dangerous Method is a 

power struggle of some sort, most overtly 

between Jung and Freud, between their 

ideas and ideals, with Spielrein as catalyst, 

her own ideas to some degree smothered 

by those of the more famous men. (Perhaps 

a stronger actress might have made 

Spielrein feel more central, but Knightley 

can’t control a scene like her costars.) 

The relationships mirror the ideas and 

arguments: Is sex a destructive or creative 

force? Can psychoanalysis only describe 

and explain what the self is, or should it 

offer a means to fi nding what it could be?

The intellectual affairs — ideas shifting 

and changing as they pass back and forth 

among these thinkers — are what heat up 

the screen, in large part thanks to the elegant 

screenplay by Christopher Hampton 

(Atonement, The Quiet American). But in 

casting Mortensen as Freud, who is rarely 

without a cigar and who simmers with 

certainty and pride, Cronenberg deftly 

shapes the dynamics among his main 

characters: Freud has a physical presence 

that dominates and seems more earthy, 

more lusty, than what actually passes 

between Jung and Spielrein. Freud’s slow 

movement and quick mind take up so 

much mental space, it’s as if the younger 

thinkers, his intellectual heirs, have to 

wriggle their way out from under his 

infl uence in order to give their own ideas 

air to breathe and grow. The sense of 

oppression, the Cronenbergian physicality, 

is all in the mind.                    ew
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Affairs of the Intellect
Cronenberg fleshes out birth of psychoanalysis

Keira Knightley and 

Michael Fassbender in 

A Dangerous Method
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COMING SOON:      

AN EVENING WITH DON HERTZFELDT   sunday, fEB 5   7:30 pm 

advance ticKets avaIlable and going fast! 

see www.bijou-cinemas.com to purchase tickets on line!

Michael Fassbender
Carey Mulligan

17+ only- ID may be required

late nite passes 

accepted
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Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Largest Selection of 

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen
products, deli, snacks, drinks,

sauces, spices, produce,
housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out
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55

Wood  eld Station
SHOPPING CENTER

ANONYMOUS PG-13
12:35, 3:55, 7:30,10:20 

HAPPY FEET TWO PG
1:25, 3:45, 6:05, 8:35

HAPPY FEET TWO (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:15, 2:35, 4:55, 7:15, 9:40

IMMORTALS R
12:25, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55,10:25

IMMORTALS (3D) R
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
7:20, 9:55

IN TIME PG-13
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:35,10:10

J. EDGAR R
12:30, 4:00, 7:00,10:05

JACK AND JILL PG
12:10, 2:25, 4:40, 7:40,10:30

MONEYBALL PG-13
12:05, 7:05

PUSS IN BOOTS PG
1:55, 4:05, 6:15, 8:25

PUSS IN BOOTS (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:40, 3:00, 5:10

REAL STEEL PG-13
3:20,10:00

THE SITTER R
12:20, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:35

TOWER HEIST PG-13 
11:55 2:20, 4:45, 7:25  9:50

See 
cinemark.com
for movies and times

THURS JAN 26 – WED FEB 1THU

“TEXT-A-BEER” 541-913-5733
ORDER DRINKS & FOOD RIGHT FROM YOUR SEAT

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
davidminortheater.com

TIX 
$5

$2 Tix 
Sun & Tues

21 & 
ovER

FOOD 
MENU

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

50/50
5:20

CONTAGION
9:25

THE GUARD
7:10 

MONEYBALL
BEST PICTURE NOMINEE

7:10

MIDNIGHT IN 
PARIS

BEST PICTURE NOMINEE

9:25

IDES OF 
MARCH

OSCAR NOMINEE

5:20
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Adv. Tix on Sale CHRONICLE

THE DESCENDANTS (R) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sat.(1245) 410 700 945

ONE FOR THE MONEY (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1200 220) 435 715 930

THE GREY (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(1145 225) 505 745 1030

MAN ON A LEDGE (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1130 210) 450 730 1015

RED TAILS (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1255) 420 725 1020

IMAX: UNDERWORLD AWAKENING 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sat.1215 245 515 740 1000

HAYWIRE (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(1210 235) 510 735 1005

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (G) ★ Fri. - Sat.(1155 230) 500 720 935

CONTRABAND (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(1250) 445 750 1025

IRON LADY (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1235) 415 650 925

EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY CLOSE (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1135 240) 645 950

WAR HORSE (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1140 AM 250 PM)

ADVENTURES OF TINTIN IN REALD 3D-EVENT
PRICING (PG) ★ Fri. - Sat.(1220 PM)

GIRL WITH THE DRAGON TATTOO (R) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sat.630 PM 955 PM

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST PROTOCOL (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(300 PM) 640 PM 940 PM

SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF SHADOWS (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1230) 405 710 1010

THE ARTIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1130 155) 425 655 920

Adv. Tix on Sale CHRONICLE

MAN ON A LEDGE (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(130) 420 710 940

ONE FOR THE MONEY (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(140) 410 700 920

THE GREY (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(120) 430 740 1000

HAYWIRE (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(150) 440 720 950

UNDERWORLD AWAKENING IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sat.(200) 450 740 955

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (G) ★ Fri. - Sat.(110 PM 350 PM)

EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY CLOSE (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(100 355) 650 935

SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF SHADOWS (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.650 PM 930 PM

THE GREY (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(145) 430 715 955

UNDERWORLD AWAKENING IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sat.(225) 500 735 945

CONTRABAND (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sat.(210) 445 725 1000

IRON LADY (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(155) 420 700 930

Cottage Theatre presentsC

700 Village Drive � Cottage Grove � www.cottagetheatre.org � 541-942-8001

February 3, 4, 5* � 10, 11, 12* � 16, 17, 18, 19*
* matinee

$16 (adult), $14 (senior/student)

DrinkDrink
thethe
WaterWater

A farce by Woody Allen

Directed by Reva Kaufman


