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We All Fall Down

Lars Von Trier divines the apocalypse in Melancholia
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MELANCHOLIA: Written and directed by
Lars Von Trier. Cinematography, Manuel
Alberto Claro. Editor, Morten Hojbjerg &
Molly M. Stensgaard. Music, Kristian Eidnes
Andersen. Starring Kirsten Dunst, Charlotte
Gainsbourg, Alexander Skarsgard, Stellan
Skarsgard, Kiefer Sutherland, Brady Corbet,
Charlotte Rampling, John Hurt, Udo Kier.
Magnolia Pictures, 2001. R. 136 minutes.
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of humor; he is a supreme ironist with an
instinct for the darkly absurd. Like such
disparate but ambitious directors as Kubrick,
Fassbinder and Cassavetes before him, von
Trier wields his camera as a combination
weapon and paintbrush, a blunt, sometimes
brutalizing instrument of inquiry aimed at
the ontological heart of existence. He is a
serious (sometimes foo serious) artist: Hurt
is his subject, reality is his medium, and
grace, albeit secular, is his goal. Arguably.
Melancholia is the name of the big, blue
planet that, in von Trier’s latest film, has been
hiding behind our sun, and whose asymptotic

ADVENTURES OF TINTIN | MAGIC FLUTE - MET OPERA

. . . . . . . ADVENTURES OF TINTIN: SECRET OF UNICORN (PG) Fri. - Sat.440 PM
orbit is bringing it, according to some sky — and the screen — like the banal face (DIGITAL) PG HOLIDAY ENCORE (DIGITAL) ADVENTURES OF TINTIN N REALD 3D (°G) + Fr(l 1 ,J)Fg" 219 1 to1s
scientists, on a collision course with Earth. of annihilation, a truth to be feared, denied ADVENTURES OF TINTIN MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST PROTOCO g

o I . i R 3D) PG MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE (112085024 0630)7§g§gg010§0
The premise is a familiar one, usually calling or fatally embraced. Melancholia strikes a SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 | GHOST PROTOCOL SHERLOCK HOLIES: A GAME OF SHADOWS (°G-13)
for th ic heroics of B Willi £ 1 reckoning simil hat of {PCHARCE ALL TICKETS e T 1502 554105.5056:0.: FL{i1001830 225%4E%o B H0%0 730
:20,2:00,4:40,7:20,10:

or the aeronautic heroics of Bruce Willis note of mortal reckoning similar to that o 2:004:40.7:20, 1580025,10:35 PRI TEIE CrIIE I e e o

or the staid presidential decision-making of
Morgan Freeman launching a payload of

uranium toward the invading asteroid. only serves to blind its victims to the doom ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 10:50,1:404:30,7:25,10:15 430358 290 753

. . . (DIGITAL) PG THE 5|'|'|'ER (DIGITAL) R THE SITTER (R) - ID REQ'D Fr| 705 EM 920 P

Hollywood disaster films, from Earthquake enveloping them. No more happy endings. 11:55,4:55,9:55 , Sat.705 PM

. . . o . THE GIRL WITH THE suem.ocx HOLMES: NEW YEAR'S EVE (PG-13) Fr(1105 484 41%%%‘2‘5‘3 By

to Armageddon, are the cinematic equivalent Brilliantly, with great subtlety and &I}éﬁ_ON TATTOO (2011) (nﬁ;mf ?F SHADOWS ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (PG) Fri.- Sat(1110 AM)

of rollercoaster rides, meant to terrify, titillate restraint — and, in his use of soundtrack 12001453305157-00:8-4540-30 *03011301230130230,31304230 HUGO INREAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) x . 005 w1 120 PM)
’ ’ ’ 5:30,6:30,7:30,8:30,9:30,10:30 "

b 1ti )\ d. £t i d ial eff breaki hi HG?A(T? %"% QG TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING Rt Fr 105?1548)1%5) E? ??2

ut ultimately restore us, reassured, to safety; music and special effects, breaking his 0:45,1:454:45,7:45,1045 DA OICHAL) PO THE TWILIGHT SAGA:SREAKNG DAWN - PAT b1

12:00,3:00,6:05,9:00

von Trier’s film is about as reassuring as a
round of Russian roulette. Like Tarkovsky’s

mother grasping after some modicum
of normality amid life’s chaos; Justine,
whose doomed wedding night opens the
film, is an open wound, a nerve scraped
raw — her erratic behavior belies an utter
lack of illusion and loss of faith, be it faith
in love, marriage, religion, life, even the
necessity of humanity. “Life on Earth is

John (Kiefer Sutherland), who grudgingly
financed and hosted Justine’s wedding on
a remote rural estate (exteriors were shot at
Sweden’s majestically creepy Tjoloholm
Castle), is an amateur scientist who is
convinced Melancholia — that ghostly orb
looming ever-larger in the sky — will pass
by safely. Consumed by fear and anxiety,
Claire clings to her husband’s certainty, while
Justine remorselessly mocks her sister’s
desperate need for the solace of fairy tales.
This sibling struggle, veering toward
tragedy, is amplified, diminished and,
finally, subsumed by the planet filling the

Poe’s “Masque of Red Death,” where the
pomp and circumstance of life’s rich pageant

own Dogme 95 rules — von Trier traipses
a tightrope, balancing despair and hope
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Sacrifice or Jeff Nichol’s more recent Take
Shelter, Melancholia is a psychological
drama that pushes its characters up against the
very real possibility of apocalypse. “No more
happy endings,” von Trier has said. Think of

while never toppling into nihilism. He is
helped by an excellent cast of veteran actors
— Charlotte Rampling, Stellan Skarsgard,
John Hurt, Udo Kier — whose collective
efforts lend the proceedings a disconcerting
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names of two sisters played, superbly, by
Kirsten Dunst and Charlotte Gainsbourg,

exhilarated by the film’s vision: Whether a
near miss or direct hit, our lives are ever in
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stark psychological poles of Melancholia:
Claire is practical but fragile, a wife and

Melancholia is now playing at the Bijou, bijou-cinemas.
com or 686-2458.
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