
Paul Goodman Changed My Life: Directed 
by Jonathan Lee. Cinematography, Benjamin 
Shapiro. Editor, Kimberly Reed. Music, 
Miriam Cutler. Starring Paul Goodman. 
JSLFilms, 2011. Not rated. 89 minutes. 
44441

H
ere is a generic yet timeless tale 

of young readers turned on by an 

author infl uential enough to have a 

movie made about him: Born and raised in 

a small town that always seemed cramped, 

stagnant and terminally dull, our young man 

senses that something is missing, and that he 

is alone. He moves to the big city, where he 

enrolls in community college and works part-

time at a coffee shop. His dreams snuggle 

close to his chest: he wants to be a writer, and 

he is gay.

These hidden hungers drive his search, his 

need to devour and understand, and — living 

among millions of souls in this seething 

metropolis — he’s introduced to strange 

worlds he never knew existed: exotic foods, 

men dressed as women, drugs that make you 

dance, books that would never be shelved in 

his hometown library.

He reads voraciously, as though mapping 

uncharted territory through zones of great 

beauty and great danger. A customer at 

the coffee shop hands him Henry Miller, 

which leads him to Knut Hamsun, then onto 

Nietzsche, Baudelaire, Reich and, fi nally, 

Paul Goodman. When he reads Goodman, 

it’s as though the author is whispering into 

his ear, answering his every question — even 

those he didn’t realize he had.

This story of discovery was common 

among the disafl ected youth of the ‘50s and 

‘60s, though these days not so much. A new 

documentary by Jonathan Lee, Paul Goodman 

Changed My Life, is a lovely introduction 

to an utterly unclassifi able individual who 

served as an early icon for those who rejected 

the conformity, coercion and corruption of 

post-war consumer America. An inspiration 

to the New Left and co-founder of Gestalt 

Therapy, an early voice against the Vietnam 

War and a proudly out bisexual, Goodman 

was one of his generation’s most charismatic 

and polarizing fi gures.

As William F. Buckley noted while 

introducing Goodman on Firing Line, 

a television clip that opens Lee’s fi lm: 

“Mr. Paul Goodman is, roughly speaking, 

everything.” Buckley’s not kidding. 

Brilliant, bisexual, inconvenient, practical, an 

anarchist, novelist, poet, original, talkative, 

reclusive, mischievous, a humanist, pacifi st, 

playwright — just a few terms used to 

describe this endlessly compelling and now 

oddly forgotten fi gure.

Buckley’s words, while expressing 

awe, also contain a classic backhanded 

dismissal. Indeed, Goodman was the anti-

Buckley. He is best known for his 1960 

book Growing Up Absurd, which argued 

that the rise of juvenile delinquency was 

not an epidemic to be quashed but a signal 

that society itself was rotten. Old news now, 

but at the time of publication Goodman’s 

words were viewed by mainstream, 

middle-class America as shocking, maybe 

even dangerous.

Lee’s documentary is a love letter, and 

if it waxes romantic in tone (Goodman 

himself was a Romantic to the core), 

it remains admirably unsentimental in 

its candid portrait of this diffi cult man. 

Unlike documentaries that take a more 

archival and sequential approach, this fi lm 

is structured around Goodman’s ideas and 

their socio-cultural impact; Lee provides 

the rough outlines of Goodman’s life — 

a New York Jew, raised fatherless, taught 

here and there, knew so and so — but he is 

more concerned with the era of Goodman’s 

greatest productivity and broadest success. 

This he treats with the subtlety and depth 

due a thinker of Goodman’s avidity and 

infl uence.

Through footage of Goodman and 

recent interviews with friends, family and 

artists like Susan Sontag and Grace Paley, 

a touching portrait emerges: The epitome 

of the rumpled, tweedy professor with his 

thick glasses and corncob pipe, Goodman 

was that rarest of human beings: A restless 

soul born fully awake and perpetually 

dissatisfi ed with the hypocrisy, corruption 

and violence surrounding him. He was 

incapable of being other than what he was, 

and his struggle for liberation was not 

theoretical, but ceaseless and practical.

Lee’s documentary sets Goodman’s 

achievements in the context of the ‘60s 

student upheavals, and places him, 

intellectually, in the company of such 

legendary gadfl ies as Socrates and 

Thoreau. It would be impossible to make 

a boring documentary about such a wildly 

engaged, intellectually vivacious person. 

Lee, however, forgoes the easy path, 

turning his documentary into a work of art 

— a tribute as well as an elegy to where 

we went wrong as a society — in this crazy 

country where Kardashian and Ke$ha 

are household names, while mention of 

Goodman (no, not John, Paul) elicits a 

confused shrug.                                      ew

Paul Goodman Changed My Life opens Friday, Dec. 9, 

at Bijou Cinemas; the 6:15pm screening that day will be 

followed by a moderated Skype discussion with director 

Jonathan Lee; info at bijou-cinemas.com
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Anarchist in Tweeds
Paul Goodman Changed My Life revives ‘60s icon

moviesmovies  BY RICK LEVIN

492 East 13th
  

686-2458 
bijou-cinemas.com *Adults—$7*Students w/ID—$6*Seniors—$5*Matinees—$5*Lates—$5*Miser Mondays—$3*
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COMING SOON:   MARGIN CALL  
MELANCHOLIA   THE ROOM
SANTA CLAUS CONQUERS THE MARTIANS
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
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directed by Emilio Estevezstarring Martin Sheen
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INTO THE ABYSS

TAKE SHELTER

9:15

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS

PAUL GOODMAN CHANGED MY LIFE

4:45
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4:45
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directed by WERNER HERZOG
               ONE WEEK ONLY

RARE EXPORTS: A CHRISTMAS TALE

10:20 10:20
12:10
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THE 
HEDGEHOG

7:00
ENDS TONIGHT!

ENDS TONIGHT!
W/DIRECTOR Q&A

VIA SKYPE

LATE-NITE PASSES ACCEPTED

WED DEC 8 – WED DEC 14WED

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
davidminortheater.com

TIX 
$5

$2 Tix 
Sun & Tues

21 & 
ovER

FOOD 
MENU

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

FEATURING “TEXT-A-BEER”

FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS
4:50

SUPER 8
4:50

OUR IDIOT BROTHER
6:50

THE HANGOVER II
6:50, 10:40

COWBOYS & ALIENS
8:40

CRAZY, STUPID LOVE
8:40

30 MINUTES OR LESS
10:40

50/50 R
12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 7:40,10:25

ABDUCTION PG-13
12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00,10:30

CONTAGION PG-13
7:45,10:15

COWBOYS & ALIENS PG-13
12:35, 3:40, 7:15, 9:55

DOLPHIN TALE PG
12:40, 3:20, 6:05, 8:40

DOLPHIN TALE (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
2:00, 4:40, 7:20,10:00

DRIVE R
12:25, 2:55, 5:25, 7:50,10:20

THE HELP PG-13
12:10, 3:50, 7:00,10:10

JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 
PG
12:05, 2:35, 5:05 

THE LION KING (2011) 
(3D) G
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:00, 2:10, 4:20 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3 R
12:45, 3:05, 5:10, 7:35,10:05

THE SMURFS PG
1:15, 3:45, 6:15, 8:45

THE THREE MUSKETEERS 
(3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
 7:05, 9:40   

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS PG-13
12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45,10:15

See 
cinemark.com
for movies and times
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Adv. Tix on Sale ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS:
CHIPWRECKED
Adv. Tix on Sale SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF
SHADOWS
Adv. Tix on Sale MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST
PROTOCOL
IMAX: HAPPY FEET 2 3D (PG) ★

Fri. - Sun.1140 210 440 705 930
NEW YEAR'S EVE (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(1130 145 215) 430 500 715 745 1000 1030
THE SITTER (R) - ID REQ'D

Fri. - Sun.(1145 1215 200 230) 445 515 730 800 945 1015
THE MUPPETS [OC] (PG) Fri.(1135 AM)

Sat.(210 PM)
Sun.(1135 AM) 1010 PM

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(135 PM) 915 PM
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG)
★ Fri. - Sun.405 PM 635 PM
HUGO (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1225 350) 640 935
HUGO IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★

Fri. - Sun.(130) 420 710 1005
THE MUPPETS (PG) Fri.(210) 450 725 1010

Sat.(1135) 450 725 1010
Sun.(210 PM) 450 PM 725 PM

HAPPY FEET 2 (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1210 PM 240 PM)
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(1230) 410 700 950
IMMORTALS (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sun.455 PM 750 PM
IMMORTALS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sun.(155 PM) 1030 PM
JACK AND JILL (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1205 220) 435 655 920
PUSS IN BOOTS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1150 AM 205 PM) 425 PM
J. EDGAR (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sun.650 PM 955 PM
TOWER HEIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1200 235) 510 755 1025
IN TIME (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.505 PM 740 PM 1020 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS:
CHIPWRECKED
Adv. Tix on Sale SHERLOCK HOLMES: A GAME OF
SHADOWS
Adv. Tix on Sale MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST
PROTOCOL
THE SITTER (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sun.(130) 440 740 1030
NEW YEAR'S EVE (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1250) 400 710 1000
HUGO IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★

Fri. - Sun.(1230 PM) 640 PM 940 PM
HUGO (PG) Fri. - Sun.(350 PM)
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(340 PM) 930 PM
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG)
★ Fri. - Sun.(1240 PM) 650 PM
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(110) 410 700 950
IMMORTALS (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sun.(120) 430 720 1010
JACK AND JILL (PG) Fri. - Sun.(100) 420 730 1020

Adv. Tix on Sale ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS:
CHIPWRECKED
NEW YEAR'S EVE (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(145) 430 715 745 1000 1030
Sun.(145) 430 715 745 1000

HUGO IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.(115) 400 650 940

HUGO (PG) Fri. - Sat.(200 PM) 450 PM
Sun.(200 PM) 440 PM

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(130) 415 700 950


