
THE SKIN I LIVE IN: Directed by Pedro 
Almodóvar. Written by Almodóvar and Thierry 
Jonquet. Cinematography, José Luis Alcaine. 
Editor, José Salcedo. Music, Alberto Iglesias. 
Starring Antonio Banderas, Elena Anaya, 
Roberto Álamo, Marisa Paredes, Jan Cornet. 
Sony Pictures Classics, 2011. R. 117 minutes. 
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I
t’s tough to recall a time when 
reading the word “vaginoplasty” 
on a screen legitimately made me 

shudder. Unfortunately, that was probably 
the desired reaction for Pedro Almodóvar 
— the acclaimed director, screenwriter 
and producer of a grip of Spanish fi lms 
including 2006’s Volver and 2009’s Los 

Abrazos Rotos — whose most recent work, 
La Piel que Habito (The Skin I Live In) 
opens Friday at the Bijou.

The thriller centers on Dr. Robert 
Ledgard (Antonio Banderas), a tenured 
plastic surgeon in Toledo whose wife 
has died in a fi ery car accident. Playing 
a sort of latter-day Frankenstein, Ledgard 
attempts to manufacture and apply a fi re-
resistant synthetic skin to cover a patient’s 
body. Elena Anaya plays Ledgard’s 
intriguing patient and new love, Vera Cruz, 
who seems entirely out of place from the 
beginning. 

Locked in a well-furnished room under 
constant television surveillance, Vera is the 
alpha and omega of La Piel que Habito’s 
twisted, meandering plot. I was forced to 
ask why she was present — and the fact 
that the doctor has given her surgery to look 
just like his wife defi nitely seemed strange 
— but it entirely comes down to the way in 
which Almodóvar tells his stories.

The slow pace of it all makes the 
suspense build at an undetectable rate. 
I wish I could say that it leads to some 
sort of cataclysm, but it really doesn’t. 
Instead, the story keeps wandering further 
and further away from what the audience 
expects of it. Of course, that’s not to say 
it’s bad; it’s just kind of like being thrown 

sideways into a river and watching as the 
shore recedes into the distance. The point 
is, you’re left with a mystery: “Where the 
fuck am I being washed away to?”

Visually, the fi lm is striking from 
beginning to end: It’s violent, beautiful 
and contains enough sexual imagery to 
make Sigmund Freud shit a brick. But at 
the same time there’s an odd lack of depth 
or dimension to the characters that makes 
the movie’s midway point a little draggy. It 
sorts itself out by the end, sort of, but not 
before a whole lot of long-winded build-up 
that, quite frankly, could have been omitted.

The acting is perfectly campy at times 
— a trait of melodrama that should never 
be forgotten — and there are plenty of dark, 
comedic moments to keep the anticipation 
on the rise (case in point: Roberto Álamo’s 
hulking fi gure sporting a codpiece with 
a tiger’s face on it bounding about the 
house in search of Vera), but again, there’s 
something empty about it all. In this sense, 
La Piel que Habito is as stark and fl at as 
it is vibrant and engaging — a strange 
cocktail of good, bad, ugly and breasts.

There’s no doubt in my mind that every 
movie buff from here to Barcelona is going 
to say La Piel que Habito evokes beautiful 
themes of desire and obsession — themes 
that juxtapose the creepily tender love 
story that sits at the fi lm’s heart. And 
they’d be right, I suppose, but that doesn’t 
mean we actually need to focus on that 
kind of twaddle.

At its core, this fi lm is as intriguingly 
good as any Ernest Hemingway novel, the 
kind where you can’t put it down but you 
don’t know why, and that’s what makes it 
art. I don’t know why, but I have a sneaking 
suspicion that I liked it.

In any case, I can at least take pleasure 
in noting that La Piel que Habito is a 
fairly large step up from Puss in Boots for 
Antonio Banderas. ew

La Piel que Habito opens Friday, Nov. 18, at the Bijou 

Art Cinema.
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Did I Like that Movie?
The Skin I Live In is weird as hell

moviesmovies  BY ANDY VALENTINE

ABDUCTION PG-13
12:30, 3:00, 5:30, 8:00,10:30

CONTAGION PG-13
12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45,10:15

COWBOYS & ALIENS PG-13
12:35, 3:40, 7:10, 9:55

CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE PG-13
3:50,10:10

DETECTIVE DEE: MYSTERY 
PHANTOM FLAME PG-13
12:45, 3:55, 7:05,10:00

DRE,HOUSE PG-13
12:20, 2:40, 4:55, 7:20, 9:35

THE HELP PG-13
12:40, 2:15, 5:25, 7:00, 8:35

JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 
PG
12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:35,10:20

THE LION KING (2011) 
(3D) G
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:10, 2:25, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30

RISE OF THE PLANET OF 
THE APES PG-13
7:30,10:05

THE SMURFS PG
1:15, 3:45

THE SMURFS (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50

THE THING R
12:25, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50 10:25

A VERY HAROLD & KUMAR 
CHRISTMAS (3D) R
7:15,9:35

DOLPHIN TALE (3D) PG

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
1:20,4:10

HAPPY FEET TWO (3D) PG

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:40,2:10,4:40,7:10,9:40

HAPPY FEET TWO (DIGITAL) 
PG
12:55,3:25,5:55,8:25

IN TIME (DIGITAL) PG-13
11:25,2:00,4:35,7:10,9:45

IMMORTALS (DIGITAL) R
3:40,9:00

IMMORTALS (3D) R

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:40,1:00,2:20,5:00,6:20,7:40,10:20

J. EDGAR (DIGITAL) R
12:50,3:55,7:00,10:05

JACK AND JILL (DIGITAL) PG
11:50,1:05,2:20,3:35,4:50,6:05,7:20
,8:35,9:50

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3 
(DIGITAL) R
9:20

PUSS IN BOOTS (3D) PG

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:00,2:20,4:40,7:00

PUSS IN BOOTS (DIGITAL) PG
1:10,3:30,5:50,8:10,10:30

REAL STEEL (DIGITAL) PG-13
1:05,4:05,7:05,10:00

TOWER HEIST (DIGITAL) PG-13
11:35,2:05,4:35,7:05,9:35

TWILIGHT SAGA: THE 
BREAKING DAWN (DIGITAL) 
PG-13
10:30,11:15,12:00,12:45,1:30,2:15,3:0
0,3:45,4:30,5:15,6:05,6:45,7:30,8:15,9
:00,9:45,10:30

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

10%
OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!
* Excluding rice, case prices

  and phone cards.

Offer expires 11/23/11

Largest Selection

of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,

produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

THANKSGIVING 
SPECIAL

CLOSED THANKSGIVING DAY

492 East 13th
  

686-2458 
bijou-cinemas.com *Adults—$7*Students w/ID—$6*Seniors—$5*Matinees—$5*Lates—$5*Miser Mondays—$3*
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TAKE SHELTER

7:30
10:10

ends tonight!

ends tonight!

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS

5:25
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10:20

11:00 pm 11:00 pm

THE 
LAST CIRCUS

9:45

THE 
INTERRUPTERS

7:00

4:45

THE ROOM

5:00 5:00 5:00 5:00 5:00 5:00 5:00

2:15
7:30
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5:25
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5:25
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5:25
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5:25
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5:25
8:00

5:25
8:00

Woody Allen’s romantic comedy—final week!

2:15
7:30

starring 

Antonio Banderas
ALMODOVAR’S THE SKIN I LIVE IN

SOON: THE HEDGEHOG    THE WAY     

GAINSBOURG: A HEROIC LIFE   

a dangerous method          melancholia          

MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE     

The newest midnight 
movie sensation!

LATENITE PASSES ACCEPTED

Plagued by apocalyptic visions, a husband and father questions whether to shelter 
his family from a coming storm, or from himself.

THURS NOV 17 – WED NOV 23THUR

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
davidminortheater.com

TIX 
$5

$2 Tix 
Sun & Tues

21 & 
ovER

FOOD 
MENU

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

FEATURING “TEXT-A-BEER”

BRIDESMAIDS
9:30

LAST WEEK

WATER FOR

ELEPHANTS
7:25

B
CRAZY STUPID

LOVE
9:30

THROWBACK
OF THE WEEK

UO VS USC SHOWING IN THE LOUNGE 5PM KICKOFF

HORRIBLE

BOSSES
5:30

EDWARD 

SCISSORHANDS
7:25

THRTHROOWBOWB CACKACK

 

BEGINNERS
5:30

© 2011Times For 11/18 - 11/20

Adv. Tix on Sale THE MUPPETS

IMAX: HAPPY FEET 2 3D (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.1110 135 425 715 940

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sun.(1030 1100 1130 1250 120 150 220 310 340)

410 440 510 600 630 700 730 800 850 920 950 1020 1050

HAPPY FEET 2 IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.(1040 AM) 910 PM

HAPPY FEET 2 (PG) ★ Fri. - Sun.(105 PM 355 PM) 645 PM

IMMORTALS (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Fri. - Sun.(210 PM) 500 PM 745 PM

IMMORTALS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Fri. - Sun.(1055 1125 140) 430 710 1000 1030

JACK AND JILL (PG)
Fri. - Sun.(1035 1105 1255 125 350) 705 925

J. EDGAR (R) - ID REQ'D Fri.(320 PM) 620 PM 930 PM
Sat.(1150 AM) 620 PM 930 PM

Sun.(320 PM) 620 PM

TOWER HEIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1120 200) 445 720 1010

PUSS IN BOOTS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1115 145) 405 650 925

HAROLD & KUMAR CHRISTMAS IN REALD 3D - EVENT
PRICI (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sun.(1030 AM)

PUSS IN BOOTS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.(1145 AM 215 PM) 455 PM

IN TIME (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(110) 400 640 935

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3 (R) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sun.750 PM 1040 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale THE MUPPETS

JACK AND JILL (PG) Fri. - Sun.(140) 400 710 1000

IMMORTALS (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sun.430 PM 1010 PM

IMMORTALS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT
PRICING (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sun.(200 PM) 720 PM

TOWER HEIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(110 350) 650 950

HAROLD & KUMAR CHRISTMAS IN REALD 3D - EVENT
PRICI (R) - ID REQ'D ★ Fri. - Sun.(130 PM)

PUSS IN BOOTS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(100 PM) 640 PM

PUSS IN BOOTS IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.420 PM 930 PM

HAPPY FEET 2 IN REAL D 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.410 PM 700 PM

HAPPY FEET 2 (PG) ★ Fri. - Sun.(120 PM) 940 PM

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sun.(150) 440 500 730 745 1020 1035

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN - PART 1 (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sat.(120 145 210) 410 440 700 730 800 950 1020

Sun.(120 145 210) 410 440 700 720 800 950 1020

JACK AND JILL (PG) Fri. - Sun.(100) 425 715 1010

IN TIME (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.450 PM 1040 PM


