Amsterdamized

UO course imports cycletrack success

bout 50 people packed the
AHumble Beagle Pub last week

to get a glimpse at how Eugene
could become like Amsterdam, where
more people bike to work than drive.

Students from a course on “Sustainable
Bicycle Transportation”  visited the
Dutch city last summer and brought back
pictures, video and ideas on making a
greener Eugene that they shared with the
local community on Nov. 3.

“It was fantastic,” said UO graduate Bri-
ana Orr of the eight-day trip to Amsterdam
with a dozen other students. Orr, UO’s Bike
Center Project Coordinator, said she’d read
about Amsterdam’s 38 percent bike commute
rate but, “T don’t think you really get the un-
derstanding unless you’re biking in it.”

Orr attributed the city’s cycling success
to its system of safe cycletracks physically
separated from motorists. “It’s definitely
the infrastructure. It’s facilities that make
women, make children, feel comfortable,”
she said. “This was the first time biking
that I didn’t feel like I was going to get hit
by a car.”

UO planning professor Marc Schlossberg
said he was a “skeptic” about the importance
of separated cycletracks before he went. But
he said, “I returned convinced about how
amazing it is.”

Eugene’s bike system largely consists
of bike lanes. But while that may work for

the bravest 5 percent of potential cyclists, if
your goal is actually to increase that to get
a good majority of people,” Schlossberg
said, “a bike lane doesn’t cut it.”

In Holland the separated cycletracks
protected from cars by curbs provide
bikers convenient, safe, pleasant and direct
routes, “all the things we give to cars,”
Schlossberg said. The cycletracks provide
space “where regular people can bike to do
their regular things and not have to worry
and be tense. They can relax,” he said.

Ted Sweeney, a student in the Depart-
ment of Planning, Public Policy and Man-
agement, said he saw lots of regular people
on bikes in Amsterdam. “There were kids,
moms with their toddlers, older people,
professionals in suits, well-dressed women,
plus everything in between,” he said. “All
kinds of people were biking because it was
really easy and convenient to do.”

With policy and infrastructure changes, it
was “eye-opening to imagine what may be
possible for American cities,” Sweeney said.

“It was hard to imagine why every city
that is serious about bicycles doesn’t build
similar infrastructure,” said Sophie Luthin,
another UO student on the trip.

Eugene has taken a first step toward the
Dutch model of cycletracks. This summer
the city installed a two-way bikeway on
Alder for about a dozen blocks near the
UO. For most of the route, the bikeway is

protected by a wide painted strip instead
of a curb or other physical barrier and isn’t
like the physically separated cycletracks
in Holland. But for two blocks, the route
is behind a lane of parked cars and safely
protected from cars.

Luthin said she was “thrilled” to see the
Alder improvement when she returned to
school after visiting Amsterdam. “It’s awe-
some, and I can’t wait for more,” she said.

More could be on the way. The city’s
draft new bike and pedestrian plan
includes a major cycletrack on High
Street connecting the Amazon bike path to
downtown and the riverfront path system.

A citizen advisory committee of
the powerful Metropolitan Planning
Committee (MPC) has also recommended
that the region’s transportation plan include
a policy that “it is preferable that bicycles
and pedestrians be physically separated
from the flow of traffic.”

After objections from Springfield
and MPC staff and right-wing County
Commissioner Jay Bozievich, the MPC
staff watered down the recommendation to
read: “it is preferable, when practical, that
bicycles and pedestrians be as physically
separated as possible from the flow of
motorized traffic.”

The Amsterdam cycling photos will
stay up at Humble Beagle through Nov. 17.
Schlossberg said about 85 students have
expressed interest in another course next
summer that will also include Copenhagen.

If physically separated cycletracks can
get imported here, that could provide a
big boost to proposed city plans to double
cycling rates. Orr said when she got
back from visiting Amsterdam and rode
Eugene’s streets next to cars, “I was a bit
shaken up.” — Alan Pittman

A longer version of this story first appeared at
EugeneCycles.com

Water Rights, Water Wrongs

A private water company seeks to control public water

hould a private water company get
s the right to 22 million gallons a day

of water out of the McKenzie River,
the same river that supplies the people
Eugene with all of their water? That’s a
question at the heart of a contested case
hearing that starts Nov. 14 before the Office
of Administrative Hearings for the Oregon
Water Resources Department (WRD).

Willamette Water Company (WWC) is
a small “quasi-municipal” water provider
that supplies water to about 100 residential
customers and 60 or so businesses
and industries in Goshen, according to
documents from the Oregon Public Utilities
Commission. WWC wants has a water
right of 4 cubic feet per second (cfs) right
now, but it has applied for a second water
right for an additional 34 cfs of water out
of the McKenzie. A quasi-municipal water
source can supply water to a community,
but it is privately owned.

The McKenzie River is rare in the West
because not all of its water rights have been
taken up. But water, always in demand, is
becoming a hotter commodity as climate
change starts to dry up the West’s already
contested water supply. Speculating on wa-
ter the way investors do on other commodi-
ties is technically illegal, but experts say the
water rights system, which assumes water

needs to be used, is flawed and doesn’t pro-
tect the water supply or the ecosystems that
depend on it. Whoever gets the water right
first has claim to the water, and in general
they must “use it or lose it.”

“There just is not substantial evidence to
support a finding that the 34 cfs amount is
needed or could be beneficially used,” says
attorney Lisa Brown of WaterWatch of Or-
egon. WaterWatch is a protestant in the hear-
ing, which is scheduled to last for three days.

WWC hired EGR and Associates of
Eugene to do a water demand analysis to
refute WaterWatch’s claim. According to
EGR, “rural residential users, industrial and
commercial users, and emergency water
supply use by the Creswell and Cottage
Grove municipalities” would take almost 43
cfs to supply a total 40-year water demand
projection for what it calls the “WWC
service area.”

The company used the water demand
of an industrial park at the Port of Morrow,
near Boardman, in its analysis to show how
much water industrial and commercial users
might need. It also solicited letters from
Cottage Grove and Creswell in an effort to
prove those cities need the water it would
supply. But Brown says though Willamette
Water might claim it needs the water so
it can be a back-up supply to the cities of

Cottage Grove and Creswell, “neither city
has made any agreement with the company
to use the water now or in the future.”

As for the comparison to the industrial
park, she says, “The company’s projections
assume that these rural lands would
become as industrialized as the Port of
Morrow. That is just not reasonable.” The
Port of Morrow, which WWC uses for
comparison, is close to a power plant as
well as a shipping port. Goshen is not.

It appears the water right issue is as
much a land issue as it is about who needs
or wants the McKenzie’s pristine water.

Though WWC has been around since the
1980s, it was purchased by Greg Demers
in August 2006. According to a December
2009 Water Utility Annual Report, the
corporation has two stockholders — Demers
and Melvin McDougal. Greg Demers is
listed as the company’s president, and Jeff
Demers as the director of operations. WWC
has shared administration, offices and other
goods and services with Frontier Resources
LLC, which Oregon’s Corporation Division
says is made up of Greg and Jeff Demers, as
well as Ed King of King Estate Winery. The
McDougals and Demers own thousands of
acres of land around Lane County.

Currently, WWC supplies Goshen with
its water. Commissioner Faye Stewart has

been pushing to have Goshen, a small com-
munity one exit south of Eugene off I-5,
rezoned from rural industrial land (home to
things like logging mills) to urban industrial.
Last February the Lane County commission-
ers directed the Land Management Division
to initiate a process to seek an exception to
Oregon statewide planning requirements, to
allow “an urban level of employment uses”
to develop within Goshen. Presentations
at public hearings have featured images of
industrial parks, and maps show Goshen
as changing from a largely rural area to an
industrial corridor. There will be an open
house on the proposed Goshen changes on
Nov. 16. The Lane County commissioners
voted 3-2 on Oct. 26, with commissioners
Sid Leiken, Jay Bozievich and Stewart in
favor, to support WWC’s pursuit of a larger
water right.

The upcoming contested case hearing is
not the only one Willamette Water faces in
its push to claim water from the McKenzie
River. The Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife has recommended that if WWC
gets a permit, then it should have a bypass
requirement added to that requires 2,000
cfs of water to be flowing down the river
past the point where the company would
intake the water in order to protect habitat
for endangered species like threatened
Oregon chub. WWC is fighting that
requirement. — Camilla Mortensen

WaterWatch has submitted EW's 2010 series on the
McKenzie River and Willamette Water Co. as an exhibit
in the contested case hearing. T0 read the series go to
http://wkly.ws/14t
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