
THE THREE MUSKETEERS: Directed by 

Paul W.S. Anderson. Written by Alex Litvak and 

Andrew Davies, based (loosely) on the novel 

by Alexandre Dumas. Cinematography, Glen 

MacPherson. Editor, Alexander Berner. Music, 

Paul Haslinger. Costumes, Pierre-Yves Gayraud. 

Starring Matthew Macfadyen, Milla Jovovich, 

Luke Evans, Logan Lerman, Ray Stevenson, 

Orlando Bloom, Mads Mikkelsen, Christoph Waltz 

and Juno Temple. Summit Entertainment, 2011. 

PG-13. 110 minutes. 41111

W
hat is it about Mads Mikkelsen 

that makes people cast him as 

a nasty piece of work with eye 

issues? You likely know him as Le Chiffre, 

the blood-weeping villain in Casino Royale; 

if your tastes run to the independent and 

violent, you might recognize One Eye from 

Nicolas Winding Refn’s underseen and 

argument-starting Valhalla Rising. You might 

also wonder what he’s doing in The Three 

Musketeers, an opportunistic mess of a fi lm. 

It’s not just Mikkelsen slumming. 

Christoph Waltz waters down and rehashes 

the cold fury that made him such a knockout 

as Col. Landa in Inglorious Basterds; Milla 

Jovovich, once again working with Resident 

Evil: Endless Series director Paul W.S. 

Anderson, giggles, fl ounces and pouts as a 

traitorous and multitalented lady. From the 

pert Juno Temple (Atonement) as the French 

queen to hangdog Matthew Macfadyen 

(Pride and Prejudice) as sensitive dude Athos 

to Ray Stevenson (the heavy in everything) 

as Porthos, The Three Musketeers abounds 

with actors of relative repute — actors 

whose presence leaves you wondering when 

someone is going to wink. Surely they realize 

this doesn’t even reach the level of camp. 

Surely someone is going to crack.

No one does. Not quite, though a 

moustache-twirling Orlando Bloom appears 

to be trying to channel Jack Sparrow. 

Anderson’s cast plays it mostly straight, even 

when “straight” means “making vague visual 

jokes about the questionable manliness of 

men who care about clothing.” (Never mind 

that one of the fi lm’s few charms is the 

unexpected and unaddressed sexual tension 

between D’Artagnan (Logan Lerman) and 

basically every other man on screen.) 

Ostensibly, The Three Musketeers is 

based on Alexandre Dumas’ novel. More 

directly, these Musketeers are descendents 

of Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes. When 

the plot leaves you bored, you can look 

right through it and see the machinations 

behind the fi lm: Public domain characters 

plus lavish period setting might possibly 

equal an effective way to part the 

moviegoing audience from its hard-earned 

(or ill-gained) cash.

Four things save Anderson’s fi lm from 

being the last straw that makes me swear 

off all fi lms that come from the Big Event 

Movie Machine:

1. Christoph Waltz is never not worth 

watching.

2. Some of the swordfi ghting is a) 

interesting and b) fi lmed and edited 

so that we can actually see what’s 

happening. 

3. Milla Jovovich has ample opportunity 

to display her special talent for being 

unrealistically badass while clothed in 

something absurd.

4. Pierre-Yves Gayraud’s costumes are 

exquisite. 

A lot of skill and craftsmanship went 

into The Three Musketeers. The sets 

sparkle; even the straight-from-Stardust

airships are moderately nifty. Visually, 

the fi lm is quite effective when it comes 

to the need to distract us from Lerman’s 

Hey-I’m-a-cocky-American-who-sounds-

like-Keanu-Reeves take on D’Artagnan, 

or the script’s tendency to lean on clichéd 

dialogue that mistakes its anachronistic 

content for cleverness.

But the costumes — whether period 

accurate or not — are the thing on which 

my eye fi xed when my brain had nothing 

to chew on: capes, oversized hoods and 

bonnets, heavy skirts, corset-enhanced 

cleavage, fl oppy hats, piratical boots, yards 

and yards of fabric in bright colors dotted 

with shining thread. The Three Musketeers

is an inane piece of dreck, but if Gayraud 

wins an Oscar for it, I will stand up and 

applaud in my living room. ew

32   OCTOBER 27, 2011     EUGENE WEEKLY WWW.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM • BLOGS.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

moviesmovies  BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

And All for This?
Three Musketeers buckles under a swash of dreck

Eirinn’s Bistro
“The Good Luck Deli”

Beer, Wine, Cigs & All Lottery Games
Come See Why Locals Love Us!

639 W. Centennial Blvd Springfi eld (Prescott & Centennial) 736-0605

BREAKFAST AT EIRINN’S ALL DAY
FOOD MADE FRESH AT PRICES THAT WON’T SCARE YOU minors allowed until 6pm

10% OFF

ANY ORDER ON

DUCK

DAYS

THURS OCT 27 – WED NOV 2THUR

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
davidminortheater.com

TIX 
$5

$2 Tix 
Sun & Tues

21 & 
ovER

FOOD 
MENU

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

*NO SHOW 10/28 DUE TO THE DMT BDAY PARTYBDB AY PARTYDDUE TO THE DMDMMMTT*N*NO SHOW 10//222828

BRIDESMAIDS
7:40*

HORRIBLE

BOSSES
9:50*

ATTACK THE 

BLOCK
9:50*

CAPTAIN

AMERICA

7:40*

BAD 

TEACHER
5:15

TREE OF LIFE
5:15*

10
/2

8 
O

N
LY

7:
15

, 9
:3

0

FREE LARGE

SODA 
W/ PURCHASE OF

2 SLICES

COUPON

C
O

U
P

O
N

C
O

U
P

O
N

SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

®

COUPON

$2.00 
 O F F

ANY 18” LARGE 

1211 ALDER
686-9598

11AM-MIDNIGHT SUN-THU 

11AM-1AM FRI-SAT

55 SILVER LN.
654-0603
11AM-10PM DAILY

COUPONS GOOD UNTIL

NOVEMBER 10TH, 2011

NOW 2 LOCATIONS!  SY'S NEW YORK PIZZA

492 East 13th
  

686-2458 
bijou-cinemas.com *Adults—$7*Students w/ID—$6*Seniors—$5*Matinees—$5*Lates—$5*Miser Mondays—$3*

THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUES WED THU

Oct 28

Oct 29

Oct 30

Nov 1

Nov 2

Nov 3

Oct 31

Oct 27

A
R
T 

C
I
N
E
M
A
S

fo
r O

c
t 2

7
 - N

o
v 3

SENNA 
7:10

TUCKER & DALE VS. EVIL
9:30

7:15

LATE NITE PASSES ACCEPTED

THE FUTURE
4:45, 

7:00, 9:10
ends tonight!

POINT BLANK
5:45

ends tonight!

2:15
4:45
7:10

5:30
8:00

5:30
8:00

THE OREGONIAN LATE NITE PASSES ACCEPTED

11:30 10:00 10:30

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS

5:00 3:30, 7:45

PROJECT NIM
7:45

ends tonight!

10:00

2:15
4:45
7:10

5:30
8:00

5:30
8:00

9:30 9:30 9:30 9:30 9:30 9:30

7:15 7:15 7:15

with live 
shadow cast

$10/no passes 

17+ only

ROCKY HORROR

mood area 52
presents

NOSFERATU
w/live score $10/no passes

11:00 pm

Fri @ 8:00

11:00 pm

11:30
SOON:    BELLFLOWER      TAKE SHELTER      THE LAST CIRCUS      

PASSIONE     amigo      the interrupters     melancholia      

the skin i live in   IN THE TELLING    carnage    margaret   

a dangerous method            GAINSBOURG: A HEROIC LIFE 

THE MYTH OF THE AMERICAN SLEEPOVER       A SEPARATION 

Giorgio
Moroder

presents

METROPOLIS
latenite passes accepted!

10:20

LIFE IN A DAY

5:45 1:30, 5:45

3:30, 7:45

1:30, 5:45 5:15 5:15 5:15 5:15
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND


