Housmg‘bums could save money, human llves BY ALAN PITTMAN
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’“1 ik v ould Tom Egan be alive today if Eugene h-d “Wet housmg for homeless people who continue
Pl .Il- Y !t'o drink or use drugs?
o ‘Iiﬁ 1 Terry McDonald thinks so: “That would have been a perfect candidate for a wet bed,”
said the St. Vincent de Paul director.
Egan, an alcoholic veteran, perished in the snow at 1st and Blair just before Christmas
three years ago. With wet housing, “he probably wouldn’t have died,” McD,onaId said.
“Wet” beds are housing for chronically homeless people who contlnue touse aIcohoI or
m.“ﬂrugs Over the past decade, hundreds of cities have successfully used such a“housing
~ first” approach for the most troubled street people to save leIC jail-and: hospltal casts
and save peaple. Portland has had wet beds for years. Carvallle ene p%a doz
beds twe h‘m hs ago. But in Eugene the Mission shelter won’t take peo drmkl
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and humane housrng mnovatlon iﬁ Eugehe has been

rfukidea a h hat is Iacklng, said Paul Solomon, director of the
m@tﬁ‘relp e reha i I But he said, “nothing has really gone anywhere
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