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Unnatural Disaster

Ass-covering and denial in New Orleans

THE BIG UNEASY: written and directed
by Harry Shearer. Cinematography, Arlene Nelson.
Editor, Tom Roche. With Robert Bea, Ivor van
Heerden and Maria Garzino. 2010. 98 minutes.
* % %k ¢ v

arry Shearer’s The Big Uneasy

is not, the filmmaker would

like you to know, “a ‘Katrina
documentary.”” Hard words to avoid when
you’re discussing what happened in New
Orleans in August of 2005, but Shearer
has a point: The Big Uneasy isn’t about
the people, or the fleeing, or the FEMA
trailers, or the rebuilding. Instead, it takes
on the Army Corps of Engineers, making
the case that much of the Katrina-related
devastation could have been avoided were
the city not at the mercy of a deeply flawed,
insufficient protection system.

Shearer’s film takes some time to find
its feet, weaving first through a dizzying
series of Mardi Gras images and skipping
through a handful of talking heads before
settling on three central figures: UC
Berkeley professor Robert Bea, a former
employee of the Corps, who co-led an
investigation of the levee failures; former
Louisiana State University Hurricane
Center deputy director Ivor van Heerden;
and Maria Garzino, a Corps engineer who
investigated the water pump system put in
place after Katrina and found it defective.

The Big Uneasy contains a wealth of
information pulled from news broadcasts,
newspaper articles and the report Bea and
his colleague Raymond Seed wrote after
their investigation, as well as talking-
head testimony from Corps employees,
journalists and others. From time to
time, Shearer veers off into “Ask a New
Orleanian” segments introduced by a
slightly crazed John Goodman. The
bitterness and frustration hiding under the
polite, technically focused surface of the
film seeps through in Goodman’s tone and

in the tight, practiced answers given by
the residents Shearer assembles to take on
typical questions: Why does the city stay
there? Aren’t people just sitting around
waiting for handouts?

Using the experience of Bea, van
Heerden and Garzino, Shearer builds a
quietly damning case against the Corps,
uncovering a culture of ass-covering and
equivocation that puts too much value on
easy solutions, even when such solutions
are nothing but a Band-Aid over a gushing
wound. In a disturbing segment, Shearer
reveals that a contractor took the Corps to
court over flawed plans — but lost, and was
required to build the way the Corps directed.

Bea and van Heerden’s findings detail
weaknesses in the systems that existed before
Katrina; Garzino’s unheeded warnings about
the water pump system put in place after
the hurricane suggest that there’s still little
interest in getting it right. From time to time,
a voice sympathetic to the Corps appears
— one man says there are too few actual
engineers in the Army Corps of Engineers
these days — but whenever the Corps has a
chance to speak for itself, it’s in a stubborn,
bureaucratic tone that says nothing is wrong.
It was just too strong, that hurricane.

In his filmmaker’s statement, Shearer
writes, “Media coverage of tragedies can
become so pervasive that we no longer
remember the tragedy anymore, we only
remember the coverage.” The Big Uneasy
attempts, with moderate success, to return
to the tragedy, and to shift the accepted
narrative about what really happened in
New Orleans. Certain directorial choices
weaken Shearer’s message: the decision
to use section headings is more confusing
than clarifying, and editing blunts some of
Garzino’s most pointed commentary. But
if the filmmaking often feels unpolished,
the story, as Shearer has pieced it together,
has undeniable weight. ew
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ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM $4.00 * AFTER 6PM $6.00
SENIORS DAY - ALL DAY MONDAY $3.50
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Sushi & Asian deli take-out
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COLOMBIANA (DIGITAL) PG-13
11:10, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

CONAN THE BARBARIAN (3D) R
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

12:45, 3:25, 6:05, 8:45

CONAN THE BARBARIAN
(DIGITAL) R

11:25, 2:05, 4:45, 7:25,10.05
COWBOYS & ALIENS (DIGITAL)
PG-13

1:45, 4:35, 7:25,10:15

DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK
(DIGITAL) R

11:30, 2:05, 4:35, 7:15, 9:50

FINAL DESTINATION 5 (3D) R
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

2:25,7:15

FINAL DESTINATION 5 (DIGITAL) R
12:00, 4:45, 9:40

FRIGHT NIGHT (2011) (3D) R
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

12:50, 3:30, 6:10, 8:50

¥ MOVl

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway © Exp Code 1428#

$1.50 BEFORE 6PM

(2 FRI/SAT AFTER 6PM)

CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE FIRST HARRY POTTER AND THE
AVENGER (DIGITAL) PG-13 DEATHLY HALLOWS, PART 2
11:00, 1:55, 4:50, 7:50,10:40 (DIGITAL) PG-13

1:45, 4:40, 7:45,10:45

THE HELP (DIGITAL) PG-13

11:00, 2:20, 5:35, 8:50

ONE DAY (DIGITAL) PG-13

11:45, 2:25, 5:05, 7:45,10:25

OUR IDIOT BROTHER (DIGITAL) R
12:35, 2:55, 5:15, 7:35, 9:55

RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE
APES (DIGITAL) PG-13

11:20, 1:55, 4:30, 7:05, 9:40

THE SMURFS (DIGITAL) PG

11:15, 1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:35

SPY KIDS: ALL THE TIME IN THE
WORLD (3D) PG

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

2:20,7:00

SPY KIDS: ALL THE TIME IN THE
WORLD (DIGITAL) PG

12:00, 4:40, 9:20

Bl @

* $1.75 AFTER 6PM
$1.25 WED ALL SHOWS

3D ATTRACTION - NORMAL TICKET PRICE PLUS PREMIUM

BRIDESMAIDS R

12:30, 3:45, 7:30,10:15

GREEN LANTERN PG-13
12:25, 3:05, 5:45, 8:30

GREEN LANTERN (3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:05, 1:45, 4:25, 7:05, 9:45

THE HANGOVER 2 R

11:20, 1:55, 4:30, 7:40,10:20
KUNG FU PANDA 2 PG

12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30
KUNG FU PANDA 2 (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:15, 1:50, 4:10

MR. POPPER’S PENGUINS PG
11:30, 2:05, 4:35, 7:35, 9:55
PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:
ON STRANGER TIDES PG-13
11:00, 2:00, 5:00, 8:00

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:
ON STRANGER TIDES (3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
7:00,10:00

SUPER 8 PG-13

11:35, 2:10, 4:45, 7:45,10:25
WINNIE THE POOH G

11:10, 1:00, 2:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:20
X-MEN: FIRST CLASS PG-13
12:10, 3:50, 7:15,10:10PM
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& Cinéarts =
A BETTER LIFE PG-13
11:25,7:25
THE TREE OF LIFE PG-13
3:00, 9:50

@ NO PASSES Assistive Listening or Captioning System Avail

www.sunriseasianfood.com
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70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ¢ 541-343-3295
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RIVER CENTER STADIUM 1
y. between -5 & Bellline
.n’ll..l., l'.IIf"ITn’lL SOUND!
n Sale APOLLO 18
Adv TIX on Sale CONTAGION
IMAX: TRANSFORMERS 3 3D (PG-13) %

Fr| Sun 630 PM 950 PM
DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK (Ié)
un

(1210 235) 500 745 1015
OUR IDIOT BROTHER (R) - ID RE 'D
Fri. - Sun.(1205 220) 440 700 915
COLOMBIANA (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(1135 200) 425 715 945
FRIGHT NIGHT (R) - IDREQ'D Fri. - Sun, (1155 AM) 505 PM
SPY KIDS 4 IN REALD 30 - EVENT PRICING (PG) %
Fii. - Sun.(205 PM) 645 PM 920 PM
SPY KIDS 4: ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD (P )
Fr.- Sur. (1150 AV 490 Pl
FRIGHT NIGHT IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING () - ID REQ"
- Sun.(230 PM) 74 P10 1050 P
ONE DAY (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1235) 405 640 925
CONAN THE BARBARIAN () -ID REQ'D
Fii Sun (1140 AV) 445 PM
GONAN THE BARBARIAN IN REALD 3D-E
PRICE (R)-1D REQ'D % Fri.- Sun <21o PM) 730 PM 1010 PM
OC & DA: 30 MINUTES OR LESS (R) - ID REQ'D
Fil {1225 PY) 750 P

Sa!1§245 PM) 1025 P
Sun.(1225 PM) 1025 PM

245 PM) 510 PM 1025 PM

BOC-FANDANGD 17648

30 MINUTES OR LESS (R) - ID REQl':
i,

Sat212 25 PM 510PM 750 PM

Sun (245 PM) 510 PM 750 PM
THE HELP (PG-13) Fii. - Sun.(1220 350) 655 1005
RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES (P

Fri. - Sun.(1 14g 215) 450 725 1020
CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE (PG-13)  Fri. - Sun.(1240) 400 650 935

CAPTAIN AMERICA IN REALD 3D- EVENT PRICIN rgPG 13g
Fri. - Sun.(300 PM) 95!

CAPTAIN AMERICA (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1215 PM) 705 PM
HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 SPG 13) Fri. - Sun.(1130 225) 635 930
IMAX: HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 3D (P 15)

un.1200 PM 255 PM

ALBANY 7
MNext to Fred Meyer
Adv. Tix on Sale APOLLO 18
Adv. Tix on Sale CONTAGION
COLOMBIANA (PG-13 - Sun. 8250 ) 400 700 940
DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE DARK (RF) ‘IDR

Sun.(1 10) 420 730 1000

SPY KIDS 4 IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICIN

Sun.(1230 éMﬁiSO PM 930 PM
FRIGHT NIGHT (R) - ID REQ' D fi. - Sun.430 PM
CONAN THE BARBARIANéRh ID REQ'D

Fri. - Sun.410 PM
SPY KIDS 4: ALL THE TIME IN THE WORLD (PG)
Sun (340 PM)
FRIGHT NIGHT IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING (R)-
Fri. - Sun.(120 PM) 74( PM 1020 PM
CONAN THE BARBARIAN IN REALD 3D-EVENT
PRICE (R) -1 Q Dx  Fri- Sun (100 PM) 720 PM 1010 PM
THE HELPA Sun (1215 330) 640 950
RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES (P
Sun (1240 350) 710 945

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4 541-928-7469
Behind Skippers Sth 5t BOO-FANDANGO 3124
Adv. Tix on Sale CONTAGION

OUR IDIOT BROTHER (R) - ID REQ'DFri. - Sun.(150) 440 720 940
CONAN THE BARBARIAN (R) - ID REQ'D Fn Sun.430 PM
CONAN THE BARBARIAN IN REALD 3D-E!

PRICE (R) - ID REQ'D * Fri. - Sun. (140 PM) 710 PM 1000 PM
30 MINU ES OR LESS (R) - ID REQ! D
(200) 450 730 930
Fri. - Sun.(130) 420 700 950

Fri. - Sun.
COWBOYS AND ALIENS (PG-13)
Times For 08/26 - 08/28© 2011 www, AEGmeries.com

BOO-FANDANGD 3094
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