
BUCK: Documentary. PG. Director, Cindy Meehl. 

Producer, Julie Goldman. Editor, Toby Shimin. 

Cinematographers, Guy Mossman, Luke Geissbühler. 

Music, David Robbins. Starring Buck Brannaman, 

Robert Redford. 00002

B
uck, the movie, lopes along at the 

same quiet pace its subject, Dan 

“Buck” Brannaman, might take 

putting a green horse through its paces on 

the fi rst ride. It’s a documentary about a 

cowboy who epitomizes what a cowboy 

should be, and a movie as much about 

people as it is about horses. 

Tall, rangy Brannaman trains horses in 

the tradition of the horse whisperers — so 

called because their quiet ways of gentling 

horses mystifi ed those who were used to 

horses being beaten and having their spirits 

broken in order to be ridden. 

The contemporary idea of these myste-

rious animal trainers was popularized by 

Robert Redford’s 1998 fi lm, The Horse 

Whisperer, based on the book by Nicholas 

Evans. Redford makes an appearance in 

Buck, where he talks about meeting this qui-

et cowboy and at fi rst laughing at what he 

took to be Buck’s cowboy costume. Bran-

naman in turn deadpans the story of his own 

horse outperforming the Hollywood stunt 

horse slated to play in the fi lm.

Buck takes us across the country 

alongside Brannaman, with stunning 

scenery from North Carolina to Montana. It 

takes the viewers on a narrative journey as 

well, moving from a fi lm that seems to be 

about horse training to one about the things 

animals teach people. Brannaman tells 

watchers at his starting clinics for colts, that 

he doesn’t help people with horse problems: 

“It’s horses with people problems,” he 

explains. He doesn’t break horses, he 

“starts” them, using an understanding of the 

animal’s perspective that comes from the 

violence that was in his own life.

Brannaman learned his training from 

Oregon’s own Tom Dorrance and from 

Dorrance’s student Ray Hunt, who fi rst 

popularized this “natural horsemanship” 

type of training. But Brannaman learned to 

understand the horses, and their fears, not 

only from these earlier trainers, but also 

thanks to an abusive father who beat him 

and his brother until they were taken away 

by the local sheriff and put into foster care. 

Brannaman’s elderly foster mother, Betsy 

Shirley, steals a couple scenes, telling the 

audience drolly that, as a child, Brannaman 

evidenced no signs of early genius. 

 Interviews with those who have been 

helped, and whose horses have been 

helped, by Brannaman’s work help explain 

his life on the road going from one clinic 

to another. The movie depicts Buck as a 

loving farther, unlike his own parent, but 

one that is also distant much of the year.

The violence of Brannaman’s early 

childhood is rendered quietly visceral 

through documentary footage of horses 

being roped and abused. One of the most 

heart-wrenching scenes in the fi lm involves 

a horse that even Buck can’t fi x. “Humans 

failed that horse,” he says.

Brannaman’s dry wit and sometimes self-

deprecating air keep the fi lm from the easy 

pathos into which a tale of an abused boy 

growing into a good man might descend. 

Explaining the relationship between horse 

and rider, he says, “It’s a trust thing … It’s 

a little bit like when you are dating — the 

last two minutes of the fi rst date can be a 

real dealbreaker.” Brannaman’s ability 

to work with and ride horses seems like 

magic — voodoo stuff one participant calls 

it —  but the fi lm makes clear that, like a 

relationship, it gets down to hard work and 

understanding. 

Buck won the U.S. Documentary Compe-

tition Audience Award at the 2011 Sundance 

Film Festival and word is that critics are eye-

ing it for an Oscar.      ew

Buck plays through Thursday, Aug. 11, at the Bijou; info 
and times at www.bijou-cinemas.com                           
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The (Real)
Horse Whisperer
Buck reveals what horses teach humans
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Everyone is welcome to audition! More information on the 

Auditions page at TheVLT.com

AUDITIONS

Auditions will be readings from the script. 
Six roles are available (three men and three 
women); four appear at two different ages: 
Reece (30 & 70), Jessica (25 & 45), Ruella 

(45), Julian (45 & 65), Phoebe/Poopay (33), 
and Harold (35 & 55). Rehearsals begin 

late-August, and the play opens October 14.

COMMUNICATING 
DOORS

The time traveling comic thriller 
by Alan Ackybourn

Sat., August 13 at 1:00 pm, & 
Mon., August 15 at 6:30 pm.

2350 Hilyard Street

Contact director Karen Scheeland at  
(541) 343-5521 or karensch@uoregon.edu
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davidminortheater.com
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Reserve Now! 541-758-8001
www.city2cityshuttle.com
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IMAX: HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 3D (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sun.1220 410 710 1005

RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sun.(1200 230) 500 745 1015

RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sun.(1130 200) 430 715 945

THE CHANGE-UP (R) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sun.(1140 220) 515 800 1040

THE SMURFS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1115 140 210) 405 705
COWBOYS AND ALIENS (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sun.(1115 150) 445 730 1025
THE SMURFS IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★

Fri. - Sun.(1145 AM) 435 PM 930 PM
COWBOYS AND ALIENS (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sun.(1230) 415 700 955
CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE (PG-13) Fri.(155) 440 725 1010

Sat.(1120) 440 725 1010
Sun.(155 PM) 440 PM 725 PM

OC & DA: CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE (PG-13) Fri.(1120 AM)
Sat.(155 PM)

Sun.(1120 AM) 1010 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA IN REALD 3D- EVENT PRICING (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sun.(1205 355) 650 950
CAPTAIN AMERICA (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1235) 425 720 1020
FRIENDS WITH BENEFITS (R) - ID REQ'D

Fri. - Sun.(1125 205) 455 740 1035
HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(1150 245) 640 935
HORRIBLE BOSSES (R) - ID REQ'D

Fri. - Sun.(1210 235) 505 750 1030
TRANSFORMERS 3 (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1135 AM)
TRANSFORMERS 3 IN REALD 3D- EVENT PRICING (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sun.(255 PM) 630 PM 1000 PM
CARS 2 (G) Fri. - Sun.645 PM 925 PM

 Summer Movie Express - Tues & Wed. 10 am

THE CHANGE-UP (R) - ID REQ'DFri. - Sun.(130) 430 720 1000
RISE OF THE PLANET OF THE APES (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sun.(140) 420 700 930
COWBOYS AND ALIENS (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sun.(150) 440 730 1010
THE SMURFS (PG) Fri. - Sun.(110 PM) 640 PM
THE SMURFS IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★

Fri. - Sun.410 PM 920 PM
CRAZY, STUPID, LOVE (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(120) 450 740 1020
CAPTAIN AMERICA IN REALD 3D- EVENT PRICING (PG-13)
★ Fri. - Sun.(100 350) 650 940
HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 (PG-13)

Fri. - Sun.(1245 PM) 710 PM
HARRY POTTER 7 PART 2 IN REALD 3D- EVENT
PRICE (PG-13) ★ Fri. - Sun.400 PM 955 PM

 Summer Movie Express - Tues & Wed. 10 am

COWBOYS AND ALIENS (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sat.(100 130) 410 440 715 800 1020 1050

Sun.(100 130) 410 440 715 800 1020
HORRIBLE BOSSES (R) - ID REQ'D

Fri. - Sun.(145) 430 745 1010
BUCK (PG) Fri. - Sun.(115) 420 730 1000

BRIDESMAIDS R
12:20, 3:45, 7:30,10:15 

THE HANGOVER 2 R
11:20AM  1:55, 4:30, 7:40,10:05

INSIDIOUS PG-13
 9:15  

JUDY MOODY AND THE NOT 
BUMMER SUMMER PG
12:10  

KUNG FU PANDA 2 PG
11:05AM  1:50, 4:10, 6:20

KUNG FU PANDA 2 (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:20, 9:30

LARRY CROWNE PG-13
11:25AM  1:45, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50

MONTE CARLO PG
11:10AM  1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45

MR. POPPER’S PENGUINS 
PG
11:30AM  2:05, 4:25, 7:35, 9:55

PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER 
TIDES PG-13
11:00AM 12:00, 2:00, 3:00, 5:00, 
6:00, 8:00, 9:00 

PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER 
TIDES (3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
1:00, 4:00, 7:00,10:00

RIO G
11:15AM  1:35, 3:55

THOR PG-13
7:05, 9:40PM

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS PG-13
 3:50, 7:15,10:10

See 
cinemark.com
for movies and times


