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ENLIGHTENED UP

I am very fond of the brief comments
by your mini-columnist, Rafael Aldave.
He’s a man of wit who puts his ideas
succinctly, gives his analysis briefly and

has his heart in the right place.
Henry G. Campbell, Jr.
Eugene

PIGEONS DOWNTOWN

This letter is to set the record straight.
I was misquoted several times in the
Weekly article June 30, “Meeting Eyes
Behavior Downtown.” Specifically, the
author missed my point when I suggested
giving the truly homeless an opportunity
to preserve their dignity by charging a
small amount of money (or work) for a
meal. This is actually being done with
good results in other Oregon cities.

The “pigeons” mentioned in the article
are the people who often have homes, but
come for the summer and freeload off of
Eugene’s excellent services. The Dining
Room is definitely not “bird feed to feed
the pigeons” (a quote the author attributed
to me).

You wouldn’t know it from the article,
but I really love living in downtown
Eugene.

Sherrill Necessary
Eugene

EDITOR’S NOTE: In the story, Sherrill Necessary was
quoted referring to homeless individuals as “pigeons”

and services offered by the city as “bird feed” during a
discussion about behavior issues in downtown Eugene.

BRIGHT FUTURE?

I recently graduated from Portland
State University. The tone of the ceremony
was optimistic and suggested that bright
futures await us 5,000-plus graduates,
which I hope is true. However, market
conditions suggest otherwise: Matthew
C. Klein published an article in The New
York Times March 20 titled “Educated,
Unemployed and Frustrated,” which
chronicles the fact that 11.2 percent of
college graduates under 25 years of age
are without work.

Consequently, as a 22-year-old graduate,
this situation concerns me personally:
Despite maintaining a high grade point
average during my academic career and
submitting applications for hundreds of
entry level positions, I’'m concerned that
I may be homeless within a matter of
months unless I can quickly obtain work.
Hopefully, the job market will rebound
soon, otherwise I may soon be living on the
street. Isn’t a university diploma supposed
to guarantee economic security?

Mark Abell
Portland

A NOVEL IDEA

With the economy down, high
unemployment and entitlement putting
a strain on the budget, I have a solution
to cut overhead cost. Let’s start by
eliminating the handicapped, elderly and
the poor. They contribute nothing to the
economy. The elderly spend their time in
idle retirement draining Social Security.
Raise the retirement age to 70. Anyone
above that age — eliminate.

The handicapped are an obviously a
waste of money. Do you know how much
these unprofitable folks cost Medicare
and SSD? If they have two perfectly good
limbs, give them a shovel or broom and
put them to work or else. Think about
how much money we save by getting rid
of all that excess. Not to mention all the
housing and resources freed up for people
who contribute to society — you know,
the ones who work.

The state can’t afford these deadbeats
living off the earnings of the rest of us.
Either you are a contributing member of
a capitalistic, consumer driven economy
or you are a loafing socialist who thinks
you are entitled to a free handout from the
government. Only the fit and productive
are allowed to live in this freedom loving
country. God bless America.

This is Swiftian satire of course, but
some might think this is a good idea— be
afraid.

Alisa McLaughlin
Eugene

FREE FROZEN TREATS FROM 10 AM- 4 PM

GANMES * PRIZES ¢ LIVE MUSIC

SO

DELICIOUS.
———

FREE
DAIRY FF

EXTRAVAGANZA
mSunday;july 24th
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NOW OPEN

SPECIALIZING IN HELPING YOU
OBTAIN YOUR OMMP CARD!

GET LEGAL NOW!

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
10AM-4PM

CLINICS ON SATURDAYS
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

570 LAWRENCE ST, SUITE 101
EUGENE, OR
541-344-1688 - FAX 541-344-8110
WWW.CHRONICCAREINC.COM

ISIAND CRILL

FAMODUS FOR HAWAIIAN TERITAKI

Open Everyday 11am to 9pm

DELIVERY

TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE
STARTS SOON

CATER WITH RON’S

Great Prices ® Short Notice
Open Everyday e All Events

4 GREAT EUGENE LOCATIONS
2506 Willakenzie Rd. | 342-3006
55 W. 29th | 344-5880
1249 Alder St (Campus) | 344-1960
401 W. 3rd Ave. | 344-3324 (M-F 11am-4pm)

Celebrating 12 Years!

Thursday, July 14 thru Monday, July 18

SAVE UP TO 70*

on discontinued styles and colors of Birkenstock, Keen, Chaco and more!

GARAGE SALE

Choose from a selection of previously worn
or slightly flawed shoes.

FOOTWISE

SANDALS SHOES CLOGS BOOQTS

z@mt

Save an additional 20% on remaining
Sunday/Monday Summer Sale merchandise.

EXTRA SAVINGS

181 E Broadway « Downtown Eugene « 541.342-6107
Mon-Sat 10-6 & Sun 11-5 « www.footwise.com
Facebook.com/footwiseeugene

WWW.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM « BLOGS.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

EUGENE WEEKLY JULY 14,2011 5



