going after Oregon’s wolf population that
would have undermined the state wolf
plan. Legislators did pass a bill that would
compensate ranchers for livestock lost to
wolves and created a $100,000 fund for
counties to deal with attacks on livestock
by wolves.

Also in the $100,000 range was the
money that legislators approved to keep
California sea lions away from Oregon
salmon during fishing season. Salmon
might fare better this year when it comes to
predators — bald eagles apparently pre-
vented 7,000 Caspian terns from nesting
and reproducing this year, according to Bird
Research Northwest. Terns (rather than
dams) have been blamed for declines in
salmon populations.

Finally, also on the greener side,
Oregon’s landmark bottle bill was updated,
adding new beverage containers and
opening the possibility of higher
deposits. Mandatory inspections of boats
for invasive species were approved and,
with the exception of the spiny dogfish, it
will be illegal to sell or possess shark fins
(and thus make shark fin soup) after Jan. 1,
2012. — Camilla Mortensen

IS LEED
BOGUS?

A green building rating system widely
used in Eugene for government buildings
and in awarding tax breaks is under fire as

LANE COUNTY
SPRAY SCHEDULE

* Western Lane County: Seneca
Jones Timber Co. plans to do aerial
applications of Glyphosate, Imazapyr,

Metsulfuron Methyl and MSO on 144
acres in five locations in T19S 08W
Sec 20 and T20S 06W Sec22 near
Gillespie Corners. See notice 2011-
781-00500.

iled by Jan Wroncy, Forestland Dwellers:
332, www.forestlanddwellers.org

bogus for failing to consider urban sprawl.

The Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) program of the U.S.
Green Building Council gives ratings up to
Platinum level for “green building.”

The city of Eugene increasingly uses the
LEED ratings to gauge the environmental
impact of new government buildings and in
granting tax breaks under its MUPTE
exemptions for new multiple-unit housing.

But the Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRCD) faults the ratings for
giving top “green” awards to car dependent
locations where the energy used in driving
eclipses the energy saved by the energy
efficient construction.

NRDC Director of Sustainable Com-
munities & Smart Growth Kaid Benfield
cites research demonstrating that “a home
in an urban location will save more energy
than one located in an outlying area, even
if the suburban house has advanced green
building features and the occupants drive
hybrid cars.”

Benfield writes on his blog, “even an
ordinary building in a highly accessible, urban
location is better for the environment than
most anything that goes up in a greenfield.”

Benfield cites a top LEED award two
years ago to Arbor South Architecture’s
SAGE home in Eugene as a bad example.
He faults the home for its car dependence,
located on a dead-end street in North
Eugene far from a bus stop and stores.

Benfield has been working with the
LEED program for years to reform its
ratings to give more weight to less car
dependent and more walkable, bikeable
and busable locations. But he said the
LEED group is only “inching in that
direction” with a pilot program.

Last month the widely respected
Victoria Transport Policy Institute weighed
in with a report adding to the pressure for
LEED reform. The report detailed how
new LEED transportation standards could
work and called for building locations in
bikeable, walkable neighborhoods with
nearby stores and frequent transit services
and for separately charging for worker and
resident parking. — Alan Pittman

2012-2015 Draft STIP.

tribal governments, and the public.

Public review opportunities are:

0DOT Offices
644 “A” Street
McLane Conf. Room
Springfield, Oregon

The Draft 2012-2015 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) is now available for public review.

e There will be two local opportunities for the public to comment on ODOT’s

e The STIP is the Oregon Department of Transportation’s short term capital
improvement program, providing project funding and scheduling information for
the department and the state’s metropolitan planning organizations.

e |t is a four-year program developed through the coordinated efforts of the
department, federal and local governments, area commissions on transportation,

Wednesday, July 13, 2011
4-5 pm (Open House)
5:30 pm (Public Hearing)

Open House; and as part of the
regular meeting of the Lane Area

Commission on Transportation
(Public Hearing)

Coburg Fire Station
91232 North Coburg Rd
Coburg, Oregon

Thursday, July 14, 2011
11:30 am

Part of Central Lane Metropolitan
Planning Committee meeting
(Public Hearing)

Residents unable to attend the open house

or public hearings can comment online at:
http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/STIP/2012-2015_STIPshtml

Oregon
Department

of Transportation
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’CWIQQamettans Family Nudist CQesont'

Marcola, Oregon - “ Where all you have to wear is a smile”
« Full Service RV & Tent Sites « Laundry facilities
« Year round pool-hot tub-sauna - Tennis-Volleyball-shuffleboard courts
« (abin Rentals « Day visitors welcome

- Wi-fi « Pet-friendly & dog park, too!
Join us setting the

"Skinny Dip” Resont Recond

noon Saturday, July 9
OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, July 23
Call for FREE first time visitor pass

541-933-2809
Visit willamettans.com for event schedule
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