
T
he story is so familiar by now, so 

routine in its real horrors, that it’s 

become one of fi lm’s bedrock set 

pieces, a background strung through with 

all manner of emotional intensities and 

dramatic dynamics: The telescopic upheaval 

of a world at war and the focused fi ssures 

of a Nazi-occupied homeland, against 

which are projected the shadowy minutiae 

of romantic and fi lial confl ict. Love, honor, 

loyalty, betrayal — this is Casablanca’s “hill 

of beans,” though Bogart’s famous lament 

is rhetorically wry. Without the supposed 

inconsequentiality of Rick, Ilsa and Victor’s 

wartime ménage a trios, what would we 

have? Jackboots, passports and roulette 

wheels. War is there to amplify what is all-

too-human, to bitter-sweeten the narrative 

pot and bring into relief what it will always 

and forever mean to live and love and lose. 

So it has ever been, really, from Homer’s 

Iliad to Casablanca to Winter in Wartime 

(Oorlogswinter), an award-winning 2008 

fi lm by Dutch director Martin Koolhoven, 

fi nally arrived on these shores thanks to the 

distribution arm of Sony Pictures Classics.

Winter in Wartime opens with a plane 

crash and ends with a bullet in the back. 

What happens in between — reduced to 

its barest essentials — is a coming-of-age 

story about a young boy, Michiel (Marijn 

Lakemeier), whose rite of passage is abrupt 

and brutal, and nothing short of a spiritual 

trial whose sentence could prove lethal. The 

time is 1945, and Michiel’s father (Raymond 

Thiry) is mayor of a small Dutch town 

overrun with Nazis; in the boy’s rebellious 

reckoning, his father is much too lenient in 

his dealings with the German offi cers and, at 

worst, Mayor van Beusekom’s laughing and 

chumming with the Nazis is tantamount to 

betrayal. Michiel — already put on edge by 

the arrest and execution of his friend’s older 

brother — sees nothing politic in his father’s 

maintenance of the status quo. He sees only 

cowardice.

With the unexpected arrival of Uncle 

Ben (Yorick van Wageningen), secretly 

in contact with the local resistance, the 

boy fi nds a foil to his father’s apparent 

spinelessness. Michiel also fi nds in Uncle 

Ben a confi dant with whom he can share 

a secret of his own: That plane crash had 

a survivor, a British paratrooper named 

Jack (Jamie Campbell Bower) who killed 

a Nazi patrol and is now hiding in a bunker 

in the woods outside town. Michiel’s 

sister, Erica (Melody Klaver), is a nurse; 

she tends to Jack in his dugout, and falls 

for him. Suddenly, in Kafka-esque fashion, 

the mayor is arrested and executed, 

right before Michiel’s eyes and despite 

Uncle Ben’s intervention. From here, the 

myriad strands of intrigue begin to cinch, 

precipitously; the plot doesn’t thicken, it 

knots up. 

Winter in Wartime is the sort of movie 

that would make Danish director Lars 

von Trier throw up in his mouth. This 

ain’t no Dogme 95. Which is to say, as a 

work of cinematic art, Winter in Wartime

is so classical in structure and style that 

it’s almost atavistic, a throwback to the 

pre-auteur studio days: The soundtrack is 

soaring and emotionally swollen; the story 

is protean and predictably booby-trapped, 

with the narrative arc of a suspension 

bridge; the characters are broadly drawn 

and generically charming; the camera 

tells you what to see. There are some fi ne 

details — such as the crucial moment when 

Michiel removes the clacking card from 

his bike spokes so as to move in silence — 

but, altogether, no new ground is broken.

And, you know what? It all works 

wonderfully. Be it old-fashioned or even 

ham-fi sted, the movie succeeds admirably 

as an engaging, suspenseful, funny, 

touching Bildungsroman, albeit a familiar 

one set in a time and place as well-trod 

as John Ford’s Monument Valley. There 

is something to be said for a fi lm that 

hits all the right notes, ringing our bell at 

just the right moments and in a rhythm 

that satisfi es the most archetypal desire 

to be carried away by a solidly told story. 

Winter in Wartime, which was shortlisted 

for a Best Foreign Language Film Oscar, 

isn’t the best movie you’ll see this year, 

but in the canard that is this summer’s 

blockbuster season, it’s one hill of beans 

worth your while.  ew
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Snow Falling on Nazis
Winter in Wartime a solid piece of Dutch filmmaking
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“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

FEATURING “TEXT-A-BEER”

THE BIG 

LEBOWSKI
5:10, 9:30

THE MECHANIC
9:30  

BLUE 

VALENTINE
7:25 

HIGH FIDELITY
7:25

CUSTOMER VOTED 
THROWBACK

NO STRINGS

ATTACHED
5:10

COMING SOON
TRUE GRIT 2 GREAT LOCATIONS: 

17th & Pearl • 6th & Charnelton
OPEN MON - SAT

www.DoginaBoxEugene.com

OPEN WIDE!

Regular Menu:
Jumbo American Dog ................ $3.95
Big All-Beef Frank ...................... $3.95
Polish Kielbasa .......................... $4.75
Sicilian Sausage ......................... $4.75
Cajun Hot Links ........................ $4.75
Mediterranean Chicken Sausage $4.75
Oktoberfest Sausage .................. $4.75
Jalapeño Cheddar Frank ............ $4.75
Chili Dog Supreme .................... $4.95
Giant German Beer Sausage ...... $4.95

Dog Of The Day:
MON: Knock-Out Knockworst ...... $4.95
TUES: Hungarian Garlic Sausage .. $4.95
WED: Cheddar Frank .................... $4.95
THUR: Bavarian Bratwurst ............ $4.95
FRI: Andouille Sausage ................ $4.95
SAT: Black Forest Beef Sausage .... $3.95

ADJUSTMENT BUREAU  
PG-13
12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45,10:20

BATTLE: LOS ANGELES 
(DIGITAL) PG-13
7:10, 9:50

GNOMEO AND JULIET G
1:45, 3:55, 6:10, 8:15,10:25

GNOMEO AND JULIET 
(3D) G
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
12:40, 2:50, 4:55

HANNA (DIGITAL) PG-13
12:45, 3:25, 7:00, 9:40

HOP PG
11:50AM  2:25, 4:40, 7:20, 9:45

I AM NUMBER FOUR PG-13
12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:35,10:05

LIMITLESS PG-13
12:20, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55,10:30

MARS NEEDS MOMS PG
11:55AM  2:20, 4:45

PAUL R
12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40,10:15

RANGO PG
12:00, 1:15, 2:30, 3:45, 5:00, 6:15, 
7:30, 8:45,10:00

SCREAM 4 R
7:05, 9:55

SOURCE CODE PG-13
12:25, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50,10:10

BRIDESMAIDS (DIGITAL) R
1:30, 4:30, 7:30,10:30

FAST FIVE (DIGITAL) PG-13
12:20, 1:20, 3:20, 4:20, 6:20, 7:20, 
9:20,10:20

THE HANGOVER 2 
(DIGITAL) R
11:15AM 12:10, 1:05, 2:00, 2:55, 
3:50, 4:45, 5:40, 6:35, 7:30, 8:25, 
9:20,10:15

KUNG FU PANDA 2 (3D) PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:30AM  2:00, 2:50, 4:30, 7:00, 
7:50, 9:30

KUNG FU PANDA 2 
(DIGITAL) PG
12:20, 1:10, 3:40, 5:20, 6:10, 
8:40,10:20

PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER 
TIDES (3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
1:00, 4:15, 7:20,10:45

PIRATES OF THE 
CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER 
TIDES (DIGITAL) PG-13
10:50AM 11:55AM  2:05, 3:10, 
5:20, 6:25, 8:35, 9:40

THOR (3D) PG-13
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 

UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:25AM  2:10, 4:55, 7:40,10:25

THOR (DIGITAL) PG-13
1:15, 4:00, 6:45, 9:30

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS 
(DIGITAL) PG-13
10:20AM 11:25AM 12:30, 1:35, 
2:40, 3:45, 4:50, 5:55, 7:00, 8:05, 
9:10,10:15

LA PHILHARMONIC:  
DUDAMEL CONDUCTS 
BRAHMS
LIVE  2:00,  SUNDAY,  6/5
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Adv. Tix on Sale SUPER 8

Adv. Tix on Sale GREEN LANTERN

Adv. Tix on Sale CARS 2

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS (PG-13) ★ Fri.(1230) 400 700 1010

Adv. Tix on Sale SUPER 8

Adv. Tix on Sale CARS 2

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sun.(100) 400 700 1000

THE HANGOVER 2 (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Fri. - Sun.(1240 330) 630 900

THE HANGOVER 2 (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Fri. - Sun.(130) 430 730 1030

KUNG FU PANDA IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG) ★
Fri. - Sun.(1230 245) 500 715 930

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: ON STRANGER (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(1250 350) 650 950

BRIDESMAIDS (R) - ID REQ'D Fri. - Sun.(1245 340) 640 1010

THOR IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sun.(110 PM) 720 PM

THOR (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.440 PM 1020 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale SUPER 8

X-MEN: FIRST CLASS (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sat.(100 130) 400 430 700 740 1000 1030

Sun.(100 130) 400 430 700 740 1000

THE HANGOVER 2 (R) - ID REQ'D ★

Fri. - Sat.(200 230) 445 520 720 800 1015 1040
Sun.(200 230) 445 520 720 800 1015

City 2 CityCity 2 City
S H U T T L E

Service to and from PDX
Serving Eugene, Albany & Salem

Reserve Now! 541-758-8001
www.city2cityshuttle.com

$59
EUG to PDX

1-way

let us do the driving

fl ying out of pdx?


