
O
regon is a state rich in natural beauty, with literally 

hundreds of vineyards. People come from all across 

the nation to go hiking along the scenic rivers, lakes 

and mountains. Other folks are increasingly visiting 

the state for its growing wine reputation.

A few industrious Oregonians have combined the two tourist 

activities to create (drum roll please) “wiking” — hiking and wine 

tasting together at last. As goofy as that term may sound, wiking 

is growing in popularity. In the May 13 Travel section of The New 

York Times, Oregon was featured as the nexus of several new wiking 

adventure outfi ts, from day hikes to longer, more intensive excursions.

Rogue Wilderness Adventures has a four-day, 40-mile hike along 

the Rogue River that features nightly wine tastings and lectures from a 

winemaker. There is a tour opening along the Metolious River where 

guides carry bottles of wine along the hike. And this summer, Grand 

Cru Wine Tours is opening the fi rst wiking trail through wine country 

or, to be precise, the southern Willamette Valley. 

The trail starts at Left Coast Cellars and leads hikers through 

Baskett Slough National Wildlife Refuge along with various other 

vineyards. Byron Williams, who created this wiking tour, attempted to 

weave together wine country and the natural beauty of the state.

“These are things you don’t get on a normal hike,” Williams said. 

“Great scenery, great wildlife, yes, but you also get to try some wine 

along the way.”  F

For more information on local and state wiking adventures, visit www.grandcruwinetours.
com, www.travelsalem.com, www.wildrogue.com or www.wanderlusttours.com or 
www.traveloregon.com 

Wike A Hike, But Dwunker
  Oregon combines wine/hiking for the tourists  BY JOHN LOCANTHI

 WWW.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM  EUGENE WEEKLY’S UNCORKED   7   

RUNCORKEDR

PHOTO  COURTESY  BRAD N IVA /  WILDROGUE .CO M

South 
Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St
(541)753-3115

7-9 Daily

North 
Corvallis
NW 29th  & Grant

(541)452-3115
7-9 Daily

www.firstalt.coop 

GET THREE FOR 
ONLY $2.49

Our cupcakes will 
make you smile!454 WILLAMETTE � EUGENE, OR � 541.683.2206 � redagave.net

Up Late!
Monday-Thursday 
5 till at least 11pm

Friday-Saturday 
5 till at least Midnight

RED AGAVE


