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does, in certain corners). The harsh vistas
of Meek's Cutoff are as unforgettable as the
blood-soaked sands of McCarthy’s Blood
Meridian, but where McCarthy steeped
the West in bloodshed and destruction,
Reichardt and her screenwriter, Jon
Raymond, strip much of the aggression
and violence out of the story, replacing it
with a peculiar blend of idealism, modern
sensibility and dramatic ambiguity.

The couples following the talkative
braggart Stephen Meek (Bruce Greenwood)
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