
Ah, pickup lines. It’s not what you say; 

it’s all in the delivery and the follow up.

I was sipping a drink at Jameson’s one 

night, watching the hipsters shoot pool, 

and one fellow turned to me, handed me 

his cue, bowed gallantly and offered to 

let me take his shot. Great pick up; I was 

intrigued. Unfortunately, after I sank a 

couple balls, he said in surprise, “Oh! I 

didn’t think you could actually play.”

Ouch.

If you can’t come up with a brilliant 

line (“Fuck me if I’m wrong, but I think I’d 

like to kiss you” — funny, but not brilliant) 

then go with a classic. The nice man at the 

KLCC Brew Fest made major points when 

he saw me sitting alone, and asked, “Is this 

seat taken?” 

He then lost the points when he asked 

what I did for a living and I said I wrote 

for the Weekly. He said the paper’s politics 

annoyed him and he only read the back 

pages. I’m not sure what was worse — 

that he said this in front of a reporter from 

The Register-Guard, who cracked up, or 

that he just basically told me he pretty 

much only reads “Savage Love” and the 

personal ads. Ummm, I don’t write the 

personal ads, but I do write some of that 

politics stuff. (Heck, we don’t even edit 

the personals. EW’s policy is that if you 

can’t use spellcheck, then the unsuspecting 

single folks of the world should know that 

from the beginning). He didn’t notice the 

faux pas and I didn’t follow up on his offer 

for a date. 

What not to do: Ask a woman about 

herself and then disrespect it. Instead, make 

her feel fascinating. (She is fascinating, 

right? That’s why you’re trying to pick 

her up.) If you make a faux pas, laugh and 

apologize. If you say sorry, and she’s feeling 

what you’re feeling, then she’ll just think 

it will make a funny story later, when you 

guys are making speeches at the wedding. 

(If the word wedding makes you nervous, 

then stick with catch-and-release dating for 

now. I’ll save advice on how to gracefully 

not date a woman whom you had a one 

night stand with for a future issue.). 

Cheesy works for pickup lines, but only 

if you’re able to convey that you know 

you’re cheesy and make cheesy endearing. 

This is not easy to do, especially after a 

few beers. Saying, “Hey baby, what’s your 

sign” with an ironic tone is a bit of a risk. 

You might not sound ironic; you might just 

sound like someone who thought the ’70s 

were awesome.

Personally, if you’re going with cheesy, 

my favorite is the geek gold standard: 

Flash your up-to-date Eugene Public 

Library card and say, “It’s a good thing I 

brought my library card, because I want to 

check you out.”

My reaction: Swoon. Not only is he 

funny, but when he’s sober, apparently he 

can read! 

Or you may just want to stick with 

walking up behind unsuspecting females 

like a hunter stalking his prey and take a 

leap. It works for William. ■
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‘It’s a good thing I brought 
my library card, because
I want to check you out.’
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