@ forithizig Sigel ¢

Iy

%f’“ﬂ"d@' wertl 2o e
(MmumWww(x;f)m |
Kttty Parade” of Aup o,

income families make ends meet. They
also help maintain and create jobs,
because low-income earners tend to
spend that money quickly and locally.”

Last October, the state Employment
Department reported that there were
about 121,000 jobs which paid wages
less then $8.50. The wage increase will
mean these workers will earn $208 more
in 2011.

Earlier in 2010, OCCP reported on
the rising income inequality in Oregon,
saying, “While CEOs in Oregon are still
cashing huge paychecks, the fallout from
the Great Recession has ratcheted up the
pressure on Oregon workers.”

The OCCP report detailed the stagnant
wages that Oregon’s workers face: “The
average hourly wages for median-wage
workers was $15.85 in 2009, down from
$16.09 in 2001 and lower still the 1979
levels of $16.12,” when both figures are
adjusted for inflation. They compared
this with the pay levels of the top 1
percent of Oregon’s economy. The 40
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highest-paid CEOs of Oregon-based
public companies in 2009 earned an
average salary of $1.9 million — nearly
40 times the average annual earnings of
Oregon workers, says OCCP.

OCCP sees union membership as an
aid in battling income inequality: “Data
for 2003-07 show that the typical worker
in Oregon got a 16.5 percent wage boost
by being in a union, while the lowest-
paid workers saw a wage gain of 21.1
percent.” OCCP sees a rise in Oregon’s
unionized workers force (last year was
the third year in a row that Oregon’s
unionization rate rose) as a “ray of hope”
in Oregon’s gloomy economic times.
OCPP does note that only 17 percent of
Oregon’s workforce is unionized.

Unionization is clearly a tool of
equality; and income equality, according
to Nobel Laureate Paul Krugman, is
about more than just economics; it's
about how income equality brings us
closer to our democratic ideals.

— Philip Shackleton

Have you heard the latest idea from congressional Republicans for lowering medical
costs? If an X-ray reveals a serious medical problem the insurance company will only

have to pay to have the X-ray touched up.

— Rafael Aldave, Eugene

The Eugene Waldorf School & the Eugene Public Library present

EUGENE
WALDORF
SCHOOL

THE 15TH ANNUAL

Alfernative Education Fair

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29, 1-4pPM

AT THE EUGENE PuUBLIC LIBRARY, DOWNTOWN
100 WEST 10TH AVENUE

HomeSource « Eugene Waldorf School « West Lane Technical
Learning Center « Willamette Leadership Academy «» Oak Hill
School « The Little French School « Ridgeline Montessori
Public Charter « Eugene School District 4] « The Village School
Network Charter School and many more!

Find out about the educational alternatives available

in the Eugene-Springfield area. For more information, III ﬁ'ﬁiﬂm
call the Eugene Waldorf School, 541-683-6951 S g &
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Love your head.
Stylish helmets 25% off

Take a cycling skills class. Ride with confidence. Wear your helmet just in case. Nutcase
makes the greatest collection of cool and fashionable helmets on the planet. Choose from
Oregon’s best selection of Nutcase. Sale extended thru Valentine’s Day, 2/14/11.
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Over 40 colorful graphics & solids! arriVing by b'ke

2705 Willamette St  541.484.5410

Mon-—Fri 11-7, Sat 10-6 Urban Cycling Outfitters

Full Service Clinic:

« \Well Pet Care

¢ Orthopedic Surgery

¢ Cancer Management
» Behavior Consultations
e Dental Care

Cameron Jones, DVM
Barbara Maki, DVM
Gary Heyward, DVM

Appointments Available 8am-6pm Weekdays 9am-4pm Saturday
info@amazonparkvet.com = 541-485-0161 = 725 E. 25th Ave. Eugene

2836 W 11iTH AVE | 877 368 0782 | AQUASERENE.COM

LOCALLY OWNED
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

WE CARRY THE BEST IN
ORBANIC SOILS
ORGANIC AMENDMENTS
HYDROPONIC NUTRIENTS
PLANT LIGHTING
BREEN HOUSE SUPPLIES
PEST CONTROL
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

Aquéé@r@me

PRESENTS

MICHAEL ROSE

DJ CROWN BRIMSTONE SOUND & SERIOUS WITH THE FOUNDATION BAND

THE WOW HALL

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 4TH. DOORS AT 8:30.
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door

EUGENE
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