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is modern cinema’s polymath,
a man capable of moving freely across
genres while never breaking a sweat.
Weir, after establishing the Australian
New Wave with Picnic at Hanging Rock
(1975) and Gallipoli (1981), would go
on to create a film résumé as diverse and
critically acclaimed as anyone in the past
thirty years. With such films as Witness,
Dead Poets Society, The Truman Show and
Master and Commander, he coaxed career-
defining performances from genre actors
(Harrison Ford) and comedians (Robin
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average film by a director who doesn’t
make average films.
The Way Back opens promisingly
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into the company of Mr. Smith (Ed Harris),
a secretive American, and Valka (Colin
Ferrell), a dangerous criminal. Along with
four others who, even when taken together,
don’t add up to three dimensions, the men
make a daring escape into the night. I’ve
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nun would blush. Such moments are what
pass for relationships in The Way Back,
where hiding from other people is an act
of survival. The larger problem, however,
is the scenery. Weir and cinematographer
Russell Boyd overplay the breathtaking
backdrops, putting us at ease rather than
on edge and, in the process, dwarfing the
desperate protagonists. Pallid, comfortable
and largely without impact, The Way Back
is a film about risking everything that risks
very little.

A specter of inauthenticity hovers

with a Russian accent, which like the
Boston dialect is distracting even when
delivered to perfection. I kept waiting for

of Janusz, a man obsessed with one day
seeing his wife again.

The Way Back needs more humor and
imagination — and more characters with
people-like qualities. A hero’s villain, Valka
is Ferrell’s toughest role to date; while he
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