Hard Times for Aura

A love life can be humiliating

TINY FURNITURE: Written and directed
by Lena Dunham. Cinematography, Jody
Lee Lipes. Editor, Lance Edmands. Music,
Teddy Blanks. Starring Lena Dunham, Laurie
Simmons, Grace Dunham, Alex Karpovsky,
David Call, Merritt Wever and Jemima
Kirke. IFC Films, 2010. 98 minutes. Unrated.
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wenty-four-year-old Lena Dunham’s

second feature, Tiny Furniture, is

as confident and sure a film as its
subject, Aura (played by Dunham), is a mess
of a girl. In the depths of a post-collegiate
slump — her boyfriend’s moved home to
find himself, or something, and Aura’s not
sure she really cares about what she studied
in school — Aura arrives home at the pristine
Tribeca loft that’s home to her mother, Siri,
a successful artist, and her sister, Nadine,
a studious, precocious pain in the ass. Siri
(Laurie Simmons) blithely tells Aura to look
for things “in the white cabinet,” oblivious to
the fact that the two-story loft has entire walls
of said cabinets; Nadine (Grace Dunham)
refers to Aura’s life as like “the epilogue to
Felicity.”

The loft isn’t exactly a warm and
nurturing environment. But it’s home, and
it’s a home of privilege and comfort, where
Aura’s even more privileged former best
friend, Charlotte (Jemima Kirke), is just
blocks away, languidly doing nothing for
hours at a time. Aura’s New York — a tidy
place where people who don’t have money
are well out of sight (Aura and a friend do
consider, jokingly, what people without
money do with their days) — is full of ways
to do nothing. Aura gets a hostessing job,
not because it’s the right job, but because it’s
nearby and Charlotte tells her about it. She
meets a couple of guys, one a pretentious
YouTube phenom, the other a snotty chef,
neither all that appealing, but both right

there. Aura finds comfort and conflict with
her mother, whose old journals fascinate
Aura: Mom’s life, when she was in her early
20s, looks so interesting. Siri, who views
Aura with a sort of kind impatience, says
she never thinks about her 20s, but Aura,
smack in the middle of hers, can think of
nothing else.

Aura, in short, is lazy and directionless,
spoiled and suffering a particular kind
of malaise: She’s smart, educated and
wealthy, and she has no idea what to do
with herself. But Tiny Furniture doesn’t
wallow in this, even as Aura does. Dunham
wrote her script in a week, shot her film in
her family’s home and cast her mother and
sister as Aura’s mother and sister. “Starring
in your own movie about a narcissistic girl
is a careful high-wire act of exhibitionism
and self-parody,” the film’s press notes
point out, accurately.

Dunham pulls this off in large part
because she never lets Aura, or herself,
off the hook: There isn’t a shred of vanity
in her performance, or in her willingness
to poke at her character’s self-absorption
without either indulging or mocking it.
You don’t have to like Aura — who is at
times thoroughly, petulantly unlikable —
to recognize that Dunham has perfectly
captured the flailing of a young woman
who doesn’t know who she is or who
she wants to be. She’s utterly convincing
as Aura, yet you can’t conflate the two:
Aura can’t step outside herself or create
something this sharp. Maybe eventually,
but not yet. Satirical and self-aware, Tiny
Furniture hits just the right notes; it doesn’t
ask us to love or hate Aura, and it avoids
a tidy resolution with its strange question
mark of an ending. 14

Tiny Furniture opens Friday, Jan. 21, at the Bijou.
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medical advice for global travelers

THe TrAVEL CLINIC

Questioris? Email us at travelclinic3436028 @ gmail.com

traveling soon?

John D. Wilson, M.D.
1200 Hilyard St., Suite S-560
541/343-6028

www. TravelClinicOregon.com
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5:15, 7:45* 9:45
*SHOW CANCELED 1/23

FEATURING “TEXT-A-BEER”
“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

INEAR®

For advance tickets & showtimes visit

cinemark.com
or call 1-800-FANDANGO + Exp Code #

C(INEMARK SPRINGFIELD

Gateway Mall - Beliline @ Gateway * Exp Code 1131#

NOW FEATURING VALUE PRICING!
ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM $4.00  AFTER 6PM $6.00
CHILD/SENIOR ALL DAY $4.00
SENIORS DAY - ALL DAY MONDAY $3.50

NO STRINGS ATTACHED R YOGI BEAR PG

11:55, 230, 5:05, 740, 10:15 1205, 2:10, 415
THE WAY BACK PG13 CHRONICLES OF NARNIA:
1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55 VOYAGE OF THE DAWN PG
THE GREEN HORNET 3D PG13 | 200,7:05

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 THE METROPOLITAN OPERA:
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST
1:45,4:35, 7:25, 10:15 ENCORE NR

ONLY ON WED 1/26 AT 6:30 PM

THE GREEN HORNET PG13
12:20, 3:10, 6:05, 8:50 THE MECHANIC R
THE DILEMMA PG13 ONLY ON THURS 1/27 AT 12:01 AM

THE RITE (UNKNOWN)
ONLY ON THURS 1/27 AT 12:02 AM

11:45, 2:25, 505, 7:45, 10:25
SEASON OF THE WITCH PG13

1150, 2220, 450, 7:20, 9:50 THE FIGHTER R
TRUE GRIT DIGITAL PG13 7:50,10:30
11:35, 2:15, 4:55, 7:35, 10:20 TANGLED PG

11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20

HARRY POTTER AND THE
DEATHLY HALLOWS PART 1 PG13
12:40, 3:55%, 7:10%, 10:20*

* SHOWTIMES DO NOT RUN WED 1/26

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS PG
11:40, 4:40, 9:45

LITTLE FOCKERS PG13
12:25, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55, 10:25
TRON LEGACY 3D PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00

TRON LEGACY PG

11:30, 2:30, 5:30, 8:30
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA:
VOYAGE OF THE DAWN 3D PG
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:50, 2:35, 5:20, 8:05

P =- z —_
& Cinéarts =
THE KING’S SPEECH R
1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:05
BLACK SWAN R
12:00, 2:35, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

2

MOVIEST2 3}

Gateway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway * Exp Code 1428#
$1.50 BEFORE 6PM « $1.75 AFTER 6PM (52 FRI/SAT)
$1.25 WEDNESDAY ALL SHOWS
3D ATTRACTION - NORMAL TICKET PRICE PLUS PREMIUM

LOVE AND OTHER DRUGS R MEGAMIND 3D PG
12:30,4:20,7:15, 9:50 SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
THE NEXT THREE DAYS PG13 UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

12:00, 3:40, 7:00, 1000 12:20, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:45
UNSTOPPABLE PG13 THE SOCIAL NETWORK PG13
1205, 2:45, 505, 7:40, 10:15 12:45, 3:50, 7:25, 10:20
BURLESQUE PG13 LIFE AS WE KNOW IT PG13
12:50, 4:10, 7:10, 1005 12:35, 4:15, 7:35, 10:10

DUE DATE R SECRETARIAT PG

12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:25 12:40, 4:00, 7:05, 9:55

FASTER (2010) R RED PG13

12:10, 2:30, 450, 7:20, 9:40 12:25,3:00, 5:30, 800, 10:30
MEGAMIND PG

135, 355, 6:15, 8:35

Largest Selection of
Asian Groceries

Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen
products, deli, snacks, drinks,
sauces, spices, produce,
housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

Woodfield Station
SHOPPING CENTER

29TH AVENUE

133418 FLIINYTTIM
133418 Y0

Sunrise

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene * 541-343-3295

RE(:AL CINEM.,

argain Shows In () VND Elarga n Nig
* Pass | Discount Restrictions Apply
VALLEY RIVER CENTER STADIUM 1

Defta Hwy. between 15 & Bellline
ALL DIGITAL SOUND!

Adv. Tix on Sale THE RITE
NO STRINGS ATTACHED - DP (Fg
Fri. - Sun.(1 130 205

BOC-FANDANGD 17648

) 445730 1015

NO STRINGS ATTACHED (R) - ID REO D
- Sun.(1200) 415 700 945

THE GREEN HORNET IN REALD 3D EVENT
PRICING (PG-13) *
Fri. - Sun.(1230 150) 400 500 645 745 930 1030

THE DILEMMA (PG-13) % Fri. - Sun.(1140 215) 450 725 1005
SEASON OF THE WITCH (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.750 PM 1020 PM

COUNTRY STRONG (PG-13) Frl (235 PM) 635 PM 920 PM
Sat.(1155 AM) 635 PM 920 PM
Sun.(235 PM) 635 PM

OC: COUNTRY STRONG (PG-13) Fri.(1155 Al\:j

Sa '$235 PM
Sun.(1155 AM) 920 P
TRUE GRIT (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1225) 405 655 935
LITTLE FOCKERS (PG-13)  Fri. - Sun.(1220) 410 650 915
THE FIGHTER (R) - IDREQ'D  Fri. - Sun.(200) 455 735 1025

TRON: LEGACY IN REALD 3D - EVENT PRICING PG£
Fri. - Sun.(1215) 4 57 01010

CHRONICLES OF NARNIA VOYAGE OF THE DAWI
TREADER (PG) Fri. - Sun.(1140 AM 220 PM) 505 PM

THE TOURIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.950 PM

THE KING'S SPEECH (R) - ID REQ D
- Sun.(1150 240) 705 1000

TANGLED (PG) Fr| Sun.(1145 210) 440 715
HARRY POTTER AND THE DEATHLY HALLOWS 1 (PG13

Fri. - Sun.(1135 245) 630 955
BANY 7
Mext to Fred Meyer
Adv. Tix on Sale THE RITE

NO STRINGS ATTACHED (R) - ID REQ'D
Fri. - Sun.(200) 450 740 1010

THE GREEN HORNET IN REALD 3D EVENT
PRICING (PG-13) % - Sun.(120) 410 710 1000

THE DILEMMA (PG-13) * Fr|. Sun.(100) 400 640 920
TRUE GRIT (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(150) 430 700 930

THE FIGHTER (R) - ID REQ D
- Sun.(130 PM) 720 PM 1020 PM

BOO-FANDANGO 3094

TRON: LEGACY IN REALD SD EVENT PRICING Q}’G) *

Fri. - Sun.(350 PM) 650 PM 940 PM

CHRONICLES NARNIA: VOYAGE IN REALD 3D -EVENT
PRICE (PG) Fri. - Sun.(110 PM)

LITTLE FOCKERS (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(140) 420 730 950
SEASON OF THE WITCH (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.440 PM

OTH ST. CINEMAS 4  s41-928-7460
Behind Skippers 9th 5t BOO-FANDANGO 3124

NO STRINGS ATTACHED (R)- ID REQ'D_
Fri.(100) 400 700 945
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