
evidence — he and the school authorities 

vested their actions based on what the 

other students had rumored about my 

stepdaughter’s activities.

One thing I have learned from this 

experience is that it is really important to 

know your child, so when situations such 

as this arise, you can see into the truth of 

the matter despite the authorities. To the 

school’s credit, they are seeking to arrange 

a meeting between a school counselor and 

my stepdaughter in order to discover what 

was really said, implied or intentioned. 

Thank you Shasta Middle School for 

ruining my stepdaughter’s graduation 

night. I just hope that this whole situation 

makes her stronger in the face of injustice. 

In the meantime, beware of leftover juice 

in your child’s backpack.

Carolyn Gsell

Eugene

JUST WINDOW DRESSING

“Renewable” energy is not sustainable 

energy! It is impossible to replace oil and 

coal with windmills, solar panels and 

biofuels. When you try to do the impossible, 

many bad things happen that you never 

took time to think about, such as a collapse 

of our economy, increased environmental 

damage and skyrocketing food prices. 

The renewable energy fad is a temporary 

craze, an irrational, insane quasi-religious 

belief that just because an energy source 

is labeled “renewable,” but not actually 

in fact economically, politically and 

environmentally sustainable, that it is a 

good thing. If an energy source is horribly 

ineffi cient, incredibly expensive, takes up 

huge amounts of land and natural resources 

to implement, then it will not be sustainable 

over the long term. Currently, renewable 

energy projects are just expensive window 

dressing projects sold to the public by 

politicians and utility companies who have 

no idea what to do. 

The authentic, mathematically correct 

energy solution is thorium power, and the 

best way to utilize energy from thorium 

is through a liquid-fueled reactor, not an 

ineffi cient old style solid-fueled reactor. 

The liquid fuel idea makes the reactor 

stable because the fuel is already in a 

broken-down liquid state by design, and 

any excess heat automatically expands the 

liquid beyond its criticality point, making 

the design inherently safe.

Please see: http://thorium.50webs.com/

Christopher Calder

Eugene
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lettersletters  TO THE EDITOR

Beach Bodies?
Feeling confident in our skin

A
s the rain slowly but surely leaves the 

heart of Eugene, more and more people 

fl ock to the outdoors to bask in the glow 

of the long awaited Oregon summer. While the 

sun illuminates our hearts and spirits, it also 

brings upon the opportunity for an assortment 

of advertisements and societal expectations. 

Summer is often the time that many people, men 

and women, feel pressured to assume the perfect 

“beach” body for the season. 

As a young student, I cannot help but notice the attention that people 

of all ages and genders seem to be giving to the issue of body image. While 

we are all trying to feel confi dent in our skin, we are still being bombarded 

with daily advertisements of how to acquire a slim body, the perfect hair 

color and that dark tan. During the summer the exposure to these become 

more frequent due to the more comfortable clothing styles for the season, 

generally showing more skin. 

I fi nd that females are especially subject to the strong expectation that is 

emphasized in our society today, of a perfect body. Women are supposed to 

have fl at stomachs, sculpted arms, big breasts and long, shaven legs, in order 

to confi dently dawn a bikini in the summertime. To this, I must disagree, and 

I urge my fellow females to do the same. Until these strong expectations 

were brought to my attention in one of my recent feminist classes, I was 

unaware of the pressure that people, especially young females, were under. 

Personally, I felt like it was a normal thing to try and get the perfect body that 

so many companies and people are telling me I should have. I am inspired to 

share my awareness to my peers in the community, that this is indeed, not 

normal.

I cannot stress enough that as women in the world we must take a stand 

to what we are being told we should look like. The body type that is being 

advertised to us through the media is an unattainable desire that so many of 

us wish to achieve, but in reality, we need to be focusing on the beauty of the 

body that we have. It is time to emphasize not the importance of a perfect 

manicured body, but the beauty of a natural one.  So what if our legs are not 

shaven, our stomachs are not fl at or our hair is not perfect? I am taking a 

stand here and now to empower the women of Eugene to feel beautiful as 

they naturally are, in every sense of the word. As a very liberal and open 

community, we need to start taking the steps to seeing the beauty and social 

relevance of a natural, free self! 

Annabelle Klachefsky is entering her senior year at the UO in the fall of 2010. She is an anthropology major 
with a minor in women’s and gender studies.

viewpointviewpoint  BY ANNABELLE KLACHEFSKY

fi nally! summer is here.

so is dining on the patio at soriah.
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-Ralph Waldo Emerson


