
LET THE PAST GO

I have been attending basketball 

games at Mac Court since 1973. I cheered 

for Ronnie Lee, Ernie Kent, the Lukes, 

Aaron Brooks and many other Ducks. 

Mac Court was an exciting venue when it 

was the home court of an exciting team. 

Unfortunately, the old arena has a host of 

problems. Many of the seats have restricted 

sightlines, the guest accommodations are 

poor and the locker rooms are among the 

worst in college basketball. In recent years, 

without an exciting team, Mac Court was 

exposed for what it really is — an old 

building in disrepair that no longer meets 

its objectives. 

The new Matt Arena, rising along 

Franklin Boulevard, will be the premier 

college basketball arena in the nation. 

With its steep contours, it will provide the 

intimacy of Mac Court but with excellent 

sightlines, modern facilities, comfortable 

accommodations for the teams and room 

for more fans. The investment in Matt 

Court is a better use of funds than trying to 

turn Mac Court into a modern arena. The 

extent of renovation that would have been 

required would have had Mac Court lovers 

crying foul and the result would have been 

a compromise. The Ducks and their fans 

deserve, and are getting, better.

As for the future, the value of a 

basketball arena without a basketball team 

is like the value of a baseball stadium 

without a baseball team. Eugene will 

soon have both. Do we hold on to these 

old buildings amidst dreams of the past or 

do we move forward and put the places to 

better use? I believe it is time to let them 

both go.

Randy Kolb

Eugene

CLOSING THE GAP

There are many reasons we need to 

put arts education back in the public 

schools. The arts are proven to help close 

the achievement gap. The collection of 

research described in Critical Links: 

Learning in the Arts and Student Academic 

and Social Development fi nds that learning 

in the arts may be uniquely able to boost 

learning and achievement for young 

children, students from economically 

disadvantaged circumstances and students 

needing remedial instruction.

Arts education helps prepare a 

creative workforce. According to a 2007 

Conference Board report “Ready to 

Innovate,” there is overwhelming support 

from school superintendents (98 percent) 

and corporate leaders (96 percent) that 

creativity is of increasing importance to 

the U.S. workforce.

Most importantly, art gives meaning to 

life. We are robbing the next generation of 

that meaning by withholding art from our 

public schools.

David Wade

Eugene

KEEN CONCEPTS

What a great idea to concentrate 

learning about energy across from the 
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