
CANCER ON CAMPUS

The recent “celebration” of Nazism at 

the UO is the current low point of Pacifi ca 

Forum’s journey from occasional anti-

Semitic presentations to a sponsor of 

full-blown white supremacist neo-Nazi 

dogma. Pacifi ca Forum’s anti-Semitic 

programs inevitably attract the hard core 

to whom anti-Semitism is a gateway 

drug to other bigotries, and who use hate 

speech as a rallying point to attract others 

to their odious cause, now attacking 

Muslims, African-Americans, non-white 

immigrants, homosexuals and Latin-

American citizens as well as Jews.

The UO has considerable responsibility 

for hosting the growth of this cancer 

without suffi cient remedy and response. 

The UO has taken some remedial steps: 

An evening seminar on the Holocaust 

and Holocaust denial responded to Mark 

Weber’s appearance at UO, and former 

President Frohnmayer strongly condemned 

the “gutter bigotry” being fostered at PF.

But Pacifi ca Forum’s weekly presence 

is more consistent and vigorous in 

spreading the message of bigotry than 

the university has been in its mitigation 

efforts. The UO campus has consequently 

become the primary public outlet for 

white supremacist/ white nationalist/ neo-

Nazi propaganda between Seattle and 

Sacramento.

Public pressure works. Pacifi ca Forum 

has cleansed its programming of bigotry for 

two extended periods. One was spring 2005 

to spring 2006, beginning after Pacifi ca 

Forum lost its last sponsor. The second 

was early spring 2007 through October, 

following public outcry, editorials, articles 

and offi cial statements from the university 

following the “Anelauskas lectures.”

Pacifi ca Forum obviously can present 

programs within the bounds of our 

community’s morality and standards. 

Last week’s letter in EW from Charles 

Martinez, UO VP of Equity and Diversity, 

invited us “to take personal responsibility 

for creating an environment where hateful 

acts and the espousal of hateful ideas, 

without context to the university mission 

of continuing education, is not tolerated.”

PF speakers have the legal right to 

advocate loathsome doctrines, but we do 

not have to be quietly tolerant when that 

right is irresponsibly exercised. We can 

state loud and clear that while we legally 

tolerate these programs, we are not morally 

tolerant of the doctrines of hate and bigotry 

espoused there, that these have no place 

in our community. Let the university and 

surrounding community exercise our free 

speech by declaring that Pacifi ca Forum 

has violated our standards of acceptance, 

diversity and decency. 

Michael Williams

Eugene

BUTCHERED REPORTING

Alan Pittman’s “news” article on the 

merger of Eugene and Springfi eld fi re 

departments is about the most butchered 

rhetorical snip of opinion I’ve read in a 

long time.

He starts by calling the merger a “rush” 

and later talks about “the thousands of 

hours spent studying the merger.” So 

which is it? There are no secrets here. Both 

cities have discussed this into the ground. 

Both sides paid for an extensive study. Top 

managers on both sides agree with the 

study. Labor on both sides agree with the 

study. Where is the “rush”?

Pittman talks about the “ambulance ride 

to the hospital.” I am not saying the price 

is too high or fair or too low but Pittman 

describes it inaccurately. The “ambulance 

drivers” are not just a bunch of “high 

school graduates making up to $89,000 

a year.” That salary would likely be an 

anomaly and not account for overtime. 

The average salary is much lower.

Most “ambulance drivers” are dual-role 

fi refi ghter/ paramedics and most all have 

at least an AA degree, some have bachelor 

degrees. In the state of Oregon you must 

have a degree to be a paramedic.

I believe the merger would eliminate 

duplicity in upper management as in the 

fi re marshal from Springfi eld supervising 

the deputy fi re marshals from both cities.

Springfi eld fi refi ghters currently train 

and respond sometimes daily into Eugene 

for emergencies. The wages from both 

cities aren’t that far apart.

Springfi eld has the resourses to provide 

mutual aid to Eugene. Some, but not all, 

of Springfi eld’s apparatus are leased. 

Springfi eld has much of the specialty 

resources you mentioned. We aren’t a bunch 

of hicks sitting around playing checkers.

As populations grow and boundaries 

blur, fi re and or police mergers make 

sense. They are more effi cient and save 

taxpayers millions.

Mike Sheppard

Springfi eld

SELL OFF THE COWS

I would love to trade places with the 

Tillamook farm couple who sent me a 

letter a few weeks back.

You may remember, their letter implied 

that if tax Measures 66 and 67 passed they 

would be forced to send the farm hands 

packing and sell off the cows and the 

lower 40. Their letter became a real knee-

slapper after their website boasting of 

cooking classes in France and Italy for her 

and African safaris for him was revealed. 

Yes, I would like to see France, Italy and 

Africa, but that’s not the only reason I 

want to trade places: Not only would I now 

be wealthy — only families who make 

$250,000 or more per year have to pay the 

small tax, I can now help save the jobs of 

Oregonians.

I know, the No on measure 66 and 67 

crowd are saying just the opposite. These 

are the people behind the Tillamook farm 

letter: those who can afford to pay their 

fair share and the bankers, credit card 

companies — and the like.

The recession hit Oregon hard. The 

$700 million or so to be raised doesn’t 

come close to restoring all the cuts.

This money will go to teachers, cops 

and health-care workers. Those who spend 

their money here and now in Oregon. 

So who do you trust to look out for 

interests of you and your family? Those 

who teach our kids and keep us safe and 

healthy? Or those who just raised your 

interest rate to 29 percent? 

Do yourself a favor, vote yes on 

Measures 66 and 67.

Leslie Weinstein

Eugene
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CORRUPTING THE KIDS

Is EW done corrupting our youth? Apparently 

not yet! 

Not so long ago, we had that whole fi asco with 

our children being subjected to images of sado-

masochism. That was pretty awful, gosh darn it. 

But one of your recent cover images (12/10) disturbs 

me even more! You portray a wide-eyed girl staring 

wondrously and vacantly at a cluster of stars and 

misty currents while she is holding a book What 

kind of message do you think you’re portraying? I 

see only one possibility.

The staff on this newspaper like to indoctrinate 

our youth into believing that reading books will 

make them more intelligent and capable in society 

as they progress through their childhood and 

adolescence. The very idea that a child should be 

reading books instead of watching TV is insulting. 

The world is harsh and cruel, let them learn it from 

our tried and true television programming rather 

than the insubstantial prospects proffered by the 

intangible value of imagination. 

Would the entire combined populations of all 

readers of this publications please stop whining 

about cover pages already? There’s bigger news out 

there.

James McDonald

Eugene
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