
I
f you’ve only heard Frank Zappa’s 

funny songs — like “Don’t Eat The 

Yellow Snow” or “Valley Girl” — or 

if you’ve heard only a handful of his more 

than 80 recorded works, then you really 

don’t know Frank Zappa. Even students of 

Zappa’s music, like his eldest son Dweezil 

Zappa, don’t know it all. For the past four 

years, Dweezil has toured as Zappa Plays 

Zappa, performing selected pieces of his 

father’s music. When Dweezil and his 

band visit Eugene, they will play several 

new songs that they haven’t played on a 

previous tour. Eugene Weekly spoke with 

Zappa for the scoop.

Tell me what you will be playing on this 

tour.

Over the last four years we’ve learned 

about 100 different songs. A lot of the 

stuff is from classic fan favorite periods, 

late ’60s through the late ’70s. We have 

played multiple cuts from certain albums 

like Apostrophe and Roxy & Elsewhere, 

but in general, we try to give audiences a 

broad overview of the music. It was a goal 

to learn some of the diffi cult music, the 

stuff with lots of crazy time signatures and 

polyrhythms. 

You’ve shown that Frank’s music is 

appealing to a wide variety of fans. 

Can you put into words why you think 

this is?

When you see this kind of music 

performed live, it stands out in stark relief 

compared to other things that are out there. 

Most stuff that people are exposed to that is 

called music these days is very predictable 

on so many levels, whereas Frank’s music 

is built on twists and turns, especially in 

the live setting. You don’t know where it’s 

going, even if you’re playing it. It can change 

[your] perspective of what’s possible with 

music. That’s really what a lot of exposure 

to Frank’s music does to people — they start 

to get a sense of, “Oh, you really could be 

more creative and take some more risks.”

How did you bridge the gap between 

your approaches to music and what 

Frank was doing?

The technical aspect of what was 

required of Frank’s music was the biggest 

challenge, as well as some mental aspects 

… to create ideas on the spot with more 

fl uidity and that have more contrasting 

elements. My father taught himself 

everything he needed to know. He never 

went to school to do it, and that’s a large 

reason why his music has no boundaries: 

because there was no one to tell him not 

to do it. The next project I do will be very 

different than what I’ve done in the past. 

Based on my experiences of the last four 

years, I have so much more available to me 

in terms of musical knowledge and other 

technical knowledge, so it will all come 

together in a way that I don’t really know 

yet. I look forward to that challenge.

Knowing you had a music career, did 

your father ever give you any advice?

The best advice he ever gave me is 

don’t be an asshole, unless you’re getting 

paid a lot of money to be an asshole. Which 

probably means I’m not making enough 

money. ew
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Dweezil Zappa Plays Zappa

8 pm Saturday, Nov. 28

McDonald Theatre

$35-$49.50, $75 VIP tix

Jumbo American Dog ... $3.95

Big All-Beef Frank ......... $3.95

Polish Kielbasa ............. $4.75

Sicilian Sausage ............ $4.75

Cajun Hot Links ........... $4.75

Dog of the Day ............. Daily Special

Mediterranean
Chicken Sausage .......... $4.75

Oktoberfest Sausage ..... $4.75

Jalapeño Cheddar Frank $4.75

Chili Dog Supreme ....... $4.95

Giant German
Beer Sausage ................ $4.95

OUR DOGS DON’T NEED A LEASH!

2 GREAT LOCATIONS: 17th & Pearl • 6th & Charnelton
OPEN MON - SAT •www.DoginaBoxEugene.com

g r r r l z r o c k . c o m

A BENEFIT FOR S.A.S.S.

SEXUAL ASSAULT SUPPORT SERVICES

Cat & 

Bird
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&

d ILL

Emge & Whyte CPA’S • Eugene’s Alternative Realtors 

Jan Anderson & Associates • Eugene Saturday Market 

Stillpoint Farms • Pacific NW Women’s Comedy Festival 

Law Office of Laura A. Fine, P.C. • Siren Nation 

Ami De Paris Hair Salon

T h a n k  y o u  G r r r l z  R o c k  s p o n s o r s

FRIDAY, NOV. 27TH, 7-11PM: 

Live Music Event • WOW Hall, $6 (FREE w/VIP 

Pass), all ages.  Phenomenon Dance Company, 

Luminessah, Bajuana Tea, The Beat Crunchers, 

Sue Grass Featuring Fiddlin’ Big Sue, 

The T-Club, Solaray Fire Tribe

SATURDAY NOV. 28TH 8-12AM: 

Girls Aloud Dance Party Social for All Womyn 

Cozmic Pizza, $5 w/canned food, $7 w/o 

(FREE w/VIP Pass), all ages  DJ Heshe

U p c o m i n g  G r r r l z  R o c k  E v e n t s

Thank you to everyone who 

has made this year's Grrrlz 

Rock festival possible. It has 

been an incredible expression 

of love and support to the 

many women and Girls who 

are fighting for equality in 

the workplace, in the arts, in 

the class room, on the streets 

and on the stage. We did it! We 

came together once again in 

solidarity and worked toward 

our goal. We strengthened 

community. We encouraged 

eachother and embraced our 

own empowerment. Thank you! 

Thank each and every one of 

you for your love and support 

of me, your mothers, your 

sisters, your daughters, lovers 

and friends. You soo rock!

- Cindy  

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

10%
OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!
* Excluding rice, case prices

  and phone cards.

Offer expires 11/29/09

Largest Selection

of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,

produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

Thanksgiving
Special

HOLIDAY 

OPEN STUDIO 

AND POTTERY SALE
Saturday, December 12th 10-4

Sunday, December 13th 12-4

4875 Garnet St. • Eugene

For more info call 541-514-4646

or visit standhardtstudio.com

STANDHARDT STUDIO

coffee drinks

fresh bagels daily

full breakfast menu

panini sandwiches

2532 Willakenzie | Eugene | 342-6861
Mon - Fri 6am - 6pm | Sat - Sun 7am - 3pm

Brewed
Awakening


