A County Colleye

Everyone’s

d\A MARKET

MILK SPECIAL 1%, 2%, nonfat 1 gal. $1.79

Learn more about Lane
County Government services ...

and how they are relevant to you!

10-Session Curriculum
6-9 p.m., Thursday evenings
Application Deadline:
September 4, 2009
Classes Begin:
September 17, 2009

FREE TO LANE COUNTY
RESIDENTS!

For more information:
Call 541-682-4203
Or go to:
www.lanecounty.org and click on
the “County College” link

» ERNE M TEIS A «
AD @ET $1 OFF A GARTON
CAMEL $4.95/pack ¢ $45.99/carton
MARLBORO $5.20/pack ® $47.99/carton
WINSTON $4.75/pack ® $44.99/carton
BASIC $5.10/pack * $46.99/carton
OLD GOLD $4.99/pack e $44.99/carton
PALL MALL $3.99/pack ¢ $38.99/carton
GPC $4.85/pack ® $45.99/carton
MARLBORO $4.99/pack ® $45.99/carton
VIRGINIA SLIMS $5.79/pack ® $52.99/carton

COBRA 240z Can $.99 + geposi
BUD LIGHT LIME 12 pack bottles $12.99 - depost

BUD CANS/BOTTLES 18 pack $12.99 - deposit
BUSCH 30 pack $1 4.99 . deposit

MILWAUKIE’S BEST 30 pack $15.99 - depost

CORONA EXTRA 24 pack $18.99 - eposit
BUSCH 18 pack $1 1.99 - deposit
KEYSTONE/KEYSTONE LIGHT 12 pack $8.39 - depost
BUD 24 pack $1 9.99 . geposit
COORS 24 pack $19.99 - gepost
COORS LIGHT 18 pack $12.99 - epost

1245 Echo Hollow Rd., Eugene
(541) 357-4095

Organic & Natural Mattress Sale

\y»‘} ‘% Barcalieu Queen Size Organic mattresses
reg. $1999 Now $1499
(made from certified organic cotton, organic wool, and 100% natural rubber)

««* New Forrest Queen Size Natural Care mattress sets -

reg. $1249 Now $999

(made with soy based foams, bamboo cavers, and minimal petrochemicals)

=% Natural Queen Size mattress sets - starting at $599
Why Choose an Organic Mattress ?

Memory foam mattresses, like most commercially available mattresses,
are made from petraleum based polyurethane foam, an extremely
flammahble material, known as “solid gasoline” by firefighters. To prevent
fires, manufacturers add chemical fire retardants, called PDBES.

PDBES may pose a greater danger than the polyurethane matiresses
themselves, because they can pass right through your skin over the
course of an 8 hour night, and have been linked to cancer and other

illnesses. PDBE's have been banned in Europe. Theirsolution: sleep on
natural latex matiresses... made from the latex sap of tropical rubber trees.

Rubber byee lecves

Eugene: by Valley River Center,
across from Macys — (541)343-4300

Springfield: on Olympic Street,
across from Jerry’s — (541) 746-7080

MATTRESS

7 COMPANY

“= ARC TERYX

YOUR! LoCAL OUTDOOR spEC, 3 llsrgi' %

DOWNTOWN
566 Olive Street ® (541) 343-2300
McKenzieOutfitters.com
Hours: 10-6 Mon. - Sat., 11-5 Sun.

kKENZIE

OUTFITTERS dmas

news BYALAN PITTMAN

Planning for Sprawl

Staff study betrays bias for unbridled development

T he Eugene City Council voted 6-2

Aug. 10 to move toward expanding
the urban growth boundary (UGB)
based on assumptions biased toward urban
sprawl.

Councilors Andrea Ortiz, Alan Zelenka,
Jennifer Solomon, George Poling, Mike
Clark and Chris Pryor voted for the pro-
sprawl motion. Councilors Betty Taylor and
George Brown voted against it.

In 2007 developers, land speculators and
their allies pushed a bill through the state
Legislature requiring that Eugene complete
a buildable lands study, a prelude to a UGB
expansion, a decade earlier than otherwise
required.

UGB expansions involve big stakes.
Expansions can cost taxpayers hundreds of
millions in new infrastructure and services,
reduce quality of life, damage natural
areas and increase global warming. But
developers and land speculators can cash

per acre, for example. Staff assume that 55
percent of new housing will be detached
single family homes. But in 2007 developers
built far more densely with only 43 percent
of housing in detached homes.

“We’re estimating too high,” said
Councilor Zelenka of the number of acres
staff say are needed. “The recent history is
dramatically different.”

* The nation is in the grips of the “Great
Recession” and Oregon is among the worst
hit, but city staff project employment growth
of 1.4 percent per year. By comparison,
Lane County had a 5.4 percent drop in
employment in the last year, according to
state data. The staff figure exceeds the city’s
estimated population growth of 0.9 percent
per year, eventually creating impossible
negative unemployment numbers unless
there is a big increase in workers commuting
to Eugene from other cities.

Councilor Brown said he’d like to see

The citizen advisory committee for
the study 'was heavily weighted with
development people.’

in on a sometimes 10-fold increase in land
values.

The council voted Aug. 10 on key
assumptions for the complicated required
study of the amount of land needed to
accommodate growth during the next
20 years. Many of the assumptions,
developed by city staff and the consultant
they directed, appear to include big biases
toward maximizing urban sprawl. Here are
examples:

» The citizen advisory committee for
the study “was heavily weighted with
development people,” Councilor Taylor
said. Although surveys have repeatedly
shown Eugene residents oppose expanding
the UGB for urban sprawl, only two of the
16-member committee appointed by city
staff have publicly taken that position. The
committee includes many representatives
from the Chamber of Commerce, Home

Builders Association, speculators,
Association of Realtors and other advocates
of sprawl.

Despite the clear numbers, Eugene
Planning Director Lisa Gardner denied she
had stacked the committee or that the heavy
weight toward developers was indicative
of her pro-sprawl bias. “It’s fairly well
rounded,” she claimed of the 14-2 ratio.
Gardner told Taylor she would not allow a
minority report to the City Council from her
department’s committee.

* Contrary to development trends and
adopted city policy, city staff assume that
the city will grow less dense than it has in
recent years. The staff assume an average
residential density of 6.7 units per acre,
but since 2000 the density trend is clearly
higher. In 2007, developers built at 10 units

— COUNCILOR BETTY TAYLOR

such a spectacular economic turn-around,
but doesn’t think it’s realistic. “It’s going to
take us several years just to get back what
we’ve lost,” he said of the unemployment
numbers.

+ The staff also ignored the huge
redevelopment potential of Eugene with pits
and empty buildings downtown, a 200 acre
rail yard, near-empty hospital buildings, a
huge empty chip plant, and plans by School
District 4] to sell off closed schools. Staff
directed the consultanttonot pursue a “supply
side” approach of calculating maximum
build-out based on zoning densities, and
instead assumed a redevelopment rate less
that half that of other cities in Oregon.

¢ Other assumptions inflating land need
include ignoring the growth of employment
in Springfield, the national trend away from
low-density manufacturing, the trend toward
working at home, UO plans to build 1,500
high-density dorm beds in the next decade,
students sharing houses, adopted Growth
Management Study and TransPlan policies
requiring more density, and schools sharing
fields as city parks.

City staff and their consultants say it
looks like their final baseline report will
say the city needs a UGB expansion for
commercial and residential land. City staff
said the council could revise the assumptions
this fall and/or still avoid a UGB expansion
by increasing density policies later, but
whether that will actually happen remains
unclear.

Zelenka says the baseline acreage
number produced by staff will produce a
lot of pressure to expand the UGB. “What
prevents the baseline from becoming the
one and only path forward?” ew
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