
CARBON 

CREDITS

FOR STOVES
The local sustainable education and 

research center Aprovecho is working 

to increase the distribution of its 

“StoveTec Rocket Stoves,” which 

reduce 70 percent of dangerous emis-

sions into the atmosphere from open 

cooking fires. 

The stoves cost from $4-$12, according 

to Benjamin West of Aprovecho. West said 

that the group is looking for ways both to 

increase manufacturing and to improve the 

distribution of the stoves. Currently the 

stoves are being produced in China as well 

as in developing countries where they are 

being distributed. West said the Chinese 

manufacturing site was chosen “because 

that’s the only place in the world we’ve 

been able to find the right clay.” The clay 

cooking vessel is a key part of the stove’s 

low-emission design, which uses half as 

much fuel as a regular cooking fire. West 

said that other forms of biomass burned in 

the stoves include coconut shells, corn 

cobs and banana peels.

He said there are 3 billion people in 

need of the stoves and the thousands cur-

rently being produced are only beginning 

to dent that need.

The group, together with Shenghou 

Stove Manufacturers from China, recently 

won an international award for their work 

in developing countries. Aprovecho was 

the international winner for the Ashden 

International Energy Champion Award on 

June 10. The award was presented to 

Aprovecho's executive director, Dean Still, 

by Prince Charles. The Ashden Awards, 

based in England, honor work to inspire 

sustainable energy solutions in the UK and 

developing world.

U.S. buyers purchase the stoves for 

camping and emergency preparedness, 

which aids in paying to produce the stoves 

for those in need, West said. Those in 

developing countries use the stoves in 

place of dangerous and polluting open 

flames and kerosene stoves. 

Aprovecho is looking into a carbon 

credit program to help increase their stove 

production. It will cost $100,000 to get 

verification for the carbon credits, West 

said. Once they are verified, the carbon 

credit program would be used to offset the 

costs of the stoves to the people in devel-

oping countries, he said.

The carbon credits would also hope-

fully aid in distribution costs. It’s hard to 

get the stoves from ports to people, West 

said. “We can get them to the port in 

Mombassa,” he said, “but to get them to 

Nairobi is a huge ordeal.”

“If we could be as good at distributing 

the stoves as we are at creating and testing 

them,” West said, “we’d be in a great 

spot.” — Camilla Mortensen

NOT THAT KIND

OF PROM
The Riverbank Path Promenade, a 

community-oriented participatory event, 

will be held Sunday, July 19, along the 

Willamette River bike path. 

From 1 pm to 5 pm, on the path 

between its intersection with Copping 

Street and Skinner Butte Park, Eugeneans 

are encouraged to bike, stroll, show off 

artwork, play music and socialize with 

each other, organizer Jan Spencer said. 

“The prom” is designed to promote com-

munity engagement and interaction with 
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MT. PISGAH’S NEW POSSE
The days of broken glass in the Mt. Pisgah parking lots may be over. In 

response to vehicle break-ins that have plagued park users in the Pisgah parking 

lots, Lane County Parks, Friends of Buford Park & Mt. Pisgah and the Arboretum 

formed Mount Pisgah Park Watch to monitor the park's three parking lots and the 

park grounds. 

Volunteer park watchers started after the first training session on June 4. They 

work in pairs to observe and report activity and can earn a Lane County Parks pass 

for their participation by working 12 two-hour shifts over a six-month period. 

Lane County Parks provides identifying signs, vests and hats for volunteers to use 

during their shifts.

Loralyn Spiro, public works analyst for Lane County Parks, says that the turn-

out for volunteers has been surprising. “We have 60 people in the program so far,” 

she said. “It's more than we expected to have at this point.” In fact, with so many 

people signed up to participate in the volunteer program, Spiro says that after one 

more training date in August, Mt. Pisgah will have enough volunteers that Lane 

County Parks won’t need to train more each month. 

Spiro also says that the volunteers have been willing to sign up for more than 

the minimum expected volunteer requirements. Although the security volunteer 

program asks that people stay on for six months, some volunteers are signing up 

for an entire year of community service.

“We've received a lot of good feedback from park users. They've mentioned 

how they see less glass in the parking lot,” Spiro said. That was one of the biggest 

motivators for bringing on security staff. The broken glass from car windows was 

a real deterrent for park visitors worried about the safety of their vehicles. Along 

with the volunteers, the Parks Division has also installed security cameras in the 

parking lots.

For those interested in taking part in this volunteer program, the prerequisites 

are that volunteers be at least 18 years of age, preferably own a cell phone in case 

they need to make emergency calls and be available for 12 two-hour shifts over 

the course of at least six months. Volunteers are not expected to confront break-in 

suspects. Instead, they will provide a communication link between visitors and 

park staff and note hazardous situations and notify the proper authorities. 

To find out more about the responsibilities of Mt. Pisgah security volunteers or 

the park’s improved security, visit www.lanecounty.org/parks. — Shaun O’Dell

Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq 
began on March 20, 2003

(last week’s numbers in parentheses):

In Iraq
• 4,327 U.S. troops killed* (4,325)

• 31,431 U.S. troops injured* (31,408) 

• 185 U.S. military suicides* (185)

• 1,123 U.S. contractors killed
(accurate updates NA)

• 100,971 to 1.2 million civilians 
killed*** (100,964)

• $687 billion cost of war
($683.6 billion) 

• $195.4 million cost to Eugene 
taxpayers ($194.7 million)

In Afganistan
• 739 U.S. troops killed* (725)

• 3,238 U.S. troops injured* (3,063)

• $192.1 billion cost of war
($191.5 million)

• $54.6 million cost to
Eugene taxpayers ($54.5 million)

* through July 14, 2009; source: icasualties.org; 

some figures only updated monthly

** sources: icasualties.org, defenselink.mil

*** highest estimate; source: iraqbodycount.org; based on

confirmed media reports; other groups calculate civilian deaths 

as high as 655,000 (Lancet survey, 2006) to 1.2 million

(Opinion Research Business survey, 2008)

WAR DEAD

news
briefs

REWARDING RIDERS
In an effort to promote the continued growth of bicycle transportation in Eugene, 

a local bike group has begun a unique “Bike Rewards” program. 

The GEARs (Greater Eugene Area Riders) cycling group offers GEARs members 

discounts at local participating businesses. The program has helped to double GEARs’ 

membership to about 250 since last November.

“We like the concept of businesses rewarding people for riding their bikes,” 

GEARs Treasurer Richard Hughes said. Hughes has been active in the creation and 

promotion of the Bike Rewards program since its beginning.

The program is catching on with local businesses. All of Eugene’s bike shops par-

ticipate, with most offering 10 percent discounts on purchases, and a growing collec-

tion of other local business have also jumped on board. Even the national chain store 

OfficeMax has endorsed the program, and members can redeem their discount at 

stores nationwide. Participating businesses are recognizable by the Bike Rewards 

sticker displayed in their front windows, and individual members can be identified by 

a similar Bike Rewards sticker they can put on their helmets.

The Bike Rewards program is a result of GEARs’ increased role in bicycle trans-

portation activism in recent years, according to Hughes. The group was originally 

formed in 1991 as a purely recreational riding club. Today, Hughes said, the recre-

ational riding aspect is still a prominent part of GEARs, but efforts to increase and 

improve bike transportation in Eugene have become an ever growing objective within 

the group. 

If you would like to learn more about GEARs, the Bike Rewards program or any 

of GEARs’ other programs and activities, you can check them out at www.eugenege-

ars.org. — Topher Vollmer


