
of the Year material? Warden’s comrades 

seem to think so because he received the 

award. Some of us are reminded of a pepper-

spray incident back in 1997 on nonviolent 

protesters, which led a brutal force-using 

offi cer into the award light. What if we 

rewarded every offi cer who used excessive, 

painful force on nonviolent protesters? 

Do we want this behavior to continue and 

escalate until we’re in a world like George 

Orwell’s 1984, where the role of police isn’t 

enforcing the law anymore, but controlling 

and overpunishing? No way, José.

I originally thought moving the cop 

shop out of downtown would be a bad idea 

because of how much of the city’s reserves 

it will eat up, but it’s starting to sound better 

and better. They couldn’t hastily bust up a 

nonviolent protest and hurt innocent people 

in a matter of a few minutes. When they 

do act out with excessive force, it kind of 

makes me wonder what The Man is up to. 

Why can’t people get together and voice 

their opinion? Is free speech going to be 

taken away entirely?

Let’s not dwell on a doomed future if 

we can change the present! Alone, I am one 

kid, but with you and YOU and YOU we can 

email, write letters, make signs, speak on the 

street (watch out!), talk to friends, make a 

petition, do whatever it takes to revoke Judd 

Warden’s unjustly received Offi cer of the 

Year Award and set an example that Eugene 

citizens respect and deserve peaceful means 

of dealing with peaceful matters.

Haley Wagnon

 Veneta

KNEW IT ALL ALONG

When I worked at a U.S. courthouse 

as a night janitor, there was armed private 

security, backed up by the Federal Protective 

Service. FPS involvement in brutalizing 

Van Ornum might not have been such a 

raw abuse of power had it not been for the 

terrorist attacks of Sept. 11.

Although I did not know any specifi cs 

— such as which date — I knew that a plane 

was to be hijacked, because I knew the 

method utilized was to be used.

About a year before that day, I was 

thinking of taking a fl ight. The airline 

brochure read that some knives were 

permitted. So under the federal Freedom 

of Information Act, I pulled documentation 

from the FAA as to what those regulations 

were.

I was aghast to learn that the only 

regulation was blade length. I’ve done 

enough construction to imagine what a 

utility knife could do to human fl esh. So I 

called the FAA and was put through to one 

of their federal agents. I told the agent what 

was going to happen; his reply was, “You let 

us worry about that.”

I regret that I did not do more; I did all I 

thought of at the time.

Kevin Russell

Eugene

POLICE PRECEDENCE

There used to be a day when you could 

join the school football team or be in the 

school band or in art class (or even have 

enough materials for school work), but soon 

you won’t. The Oregon Legislature reduced 

the amount of funding for all the schools 

because the state is bringing in less and 

less money. In the last year alone, Oregon’s 

school funding cuts have reached into the 

billions.

I am currently enrolled at Network 
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Sustainable Building 
Advisor Certificate 
Program

UPCOMING INFORMATIONAL SESSION

Wednesday July 8th, 6pm 
Eugene Public Library

RSVP @ 463-3154 to attend

REGISTER AT - WWW.NWEEI.ORG OR CALL

(541) 463-3154

You may qualify for a partial scholarship from EWEB - call 463-3154 for details

One weekend/per month classes 
  adapted for the working professional.

2009 classes begin in October!

Northwest Energy 
Education Institute at
Lane Community College

Quality Furniture Repair
Pick Up & Delivery

We also do Antique Renovation & Custom Creations

Freshwater Furniture Restoration
John Freshwater | 541-554-6898 | 30 years experience

PUT US TO WORK ON YOUR HOME NEEDS.

We’re the not-for-profi t alternative to business as 

usual. We offer personal, local service and fewer 

fees. First-time home buyer? Looking to refi ? Ready 

to fi nance your next investment property? Our door 

will always be open for you. 

LOCAL LOAN DECISIONS. 

LOCAL PEOPLE WITH 
MONEY TO LEND.

541.744.9786
15 Oregon branches, including 

Eugene, Springfi eld & Cottage Grove

www.nwcu.com/mortgages

C R E D I T  U N I O N

Federally insured by NCUA.

All loans subject to approval.

RUSS     CINDY     ETHAN     LISA     DUSTINRUSS     CINDY     ETHAN     LISA     DUSTIN

JULY SPECIAL
Bean & Cheese Burrito w/ Chips & Salsa

$5.75

Stop in and visit us today at one of our 9 convenient locations 
in the Eugene and Springfield area!!

1136 HWY 99, EUGENE | 2445 HILYARD ST., EUGENE
1239 ALDER ST., EUGENE | 1333 W. 6TH ST., EUGENE

1600-2 COBURG RD., EUGENE | 201 42ND ST., SPRINGFIELD
GATEWAY MALL FOOD COURT, SPRINGFIELD

FOOD KIOSKS INFRONT OF BOTH 
JERRY’S HOME IMPROVEMENT CENTERS IN EUGENE & SPRINGFIELD

ALSO VISIT US ONLINE @  WWW.BURRITOAMIGOS.COM

read our letters to the editor online at:

www.eugeneweekly.com


