
E
ven if the whole café-poet persona 

isn’t your cup of tea, it’s hard to 

deny that California songwriter 

Greg Laswell writes 

melodic, perfectly 

palatable downtempo 

songs that ooze with 

mass appea, which is 

why his songs have been 

featured on popular TV shows from Grey's 

Anatomy to True Blood. And yet Laswell 

manages to avoid the lyrical clichés and 

uninspired, generic melodies that trip up so 

many of his lesser contemporaries, forcing 

them to languish indefi nitely in coffeeshops. 

Unlike most of the singer-songwriter tripe 

cluttering the airwaves and invading your 

favorite television shows, Laswell writes 

songs that are innocuous enough to appeal 

to the average American but innovative 

enough to please the average hypercritical 

music snob. Plus, he’s not just a guy with 

a guitar; he also plays piano and is as able 

in the studio (he’s worked as a recording 

engineer) as he is onstage. 

What’s best about Laswell is that 

he writes approachable music without 

sacrifi cing craft or dumbing it down for 

the masses — and 

considering the reality 

of the music industry 

now, that ability to 

walk between worlds 

is a breath of fresh air. 

Maybe if his marketing machine didn’t 

plaster the Grey’s Anatomy connection all 

over the ads for his latest record, Three 

Flights from Alto Nido, the hipsters would 

be less inclined to pre-judge. On second 

thought, how indie can you be when you’ve 

dated Mandy Moore? Or when your cover 

of Cyndi Lauper’s “Girls Just Wanna Have 

Fun” made it on to the fi lm soundtrack for 

Confessions of a Shopaholic? Romantic 

history and mainstream leanings aside, 

the well-worn sonic territory Laswell 

treads comes off like a neighborhood bar’s 

original twist on a classic cocktail. Sure, 

you’ve had a Manhattan before, but it 

never tasted quite like this.     ew
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If TV is the New Radio…
Then Greg Laswell’s got it made

Greg Laswell, Pete and J 

8 pm Saturday, June 20
WOW Hall • $10 adv., $12 dos
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SANDALS  SHOES  CLOGS  BOOTS

The Kayenta by Teva is a terrific 
waterproof summer sandal

99 WEST BROADWAY

541-683-3154

VOTED #1 BY EW READERS
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BEST HAPPY HOUR

Sparking Downtown
Revival Since 2002

-Lots of Ninkasi

-Patio Seating

-Down Home Chow

-Wall Art

-PBR- CHEAP!

-Good drinks

-Bunch of Pool Tables

-Video Games (No Poker)

“Go Emerald City
Roller Girls!”

Direct from 
Kona, Hawaii

gourmet food 
 paper plates

open 
11am-8pm 

daily 

“broke 
da mouth”

“It’s not just barbeque,
it’s the best!”

Nonie Fish, Register-Guard    

Mesquite Grilled 
Chicken � Ribs � Tri-Tip 

Rice & noodles 
and more...

 3 LOCATIONS:

24 Hour 
Catering Hotline

729-0119

 46th & Main St. 
Springfield
741-7136

I-5 Exit 182
Creswell 
895-4140

18th & City View 
Eugene

868-1800
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Logo Design

Business Identity 
Packages

Brochures

Fliers

Posters

Invitations/
Announcements

Newsletters

Marketing Materials

Photography

Illustration

Eugene’s newest media fi rm 
offers solutions for all

your design needs.

541-359-2355


