
THE SOLOIST: Directed by Joe Wright. 
Written by Susannah Grant, based on the book by 
Steve Lopez. Cinematography, Seamus McGarvey. 
Music, Dario Marianelli. Starring Jamie Foxx, Robert 
Downey Jr and Catherine Keener. DreamWorks 
Pictures, 2009. R. 117 minutes. 44111

A
fter years of reporting their own 

demise, newspapers are back in 

movies again. Films like State 

of Play and Zodiac argue convincingly 

for the relevance of daily journalism, in 

particular the type of obsessive reporter 

who probes the story at great personal risk. 

To this minor trend we can add The Soloist, 

the story of real-life L.A. Times columnist 

Steve Lopez, who, while not exactly Bob 

Woodward — bikepath etiquette was a 

recent Lopez subject — struck paydirt 

when he met a classical musician on 

skid row. The musician, Nathaniel Ayers, 

inspired a memorable series of newspaper 

columns, which Lopez naturally developed 

into a book. That a fi lm would eventually 

follow isn’t as preordained as it might 

sound, however, given how thoroughly 

Lopez tries to understand Ayers’ mind and 

how little solace he fi nds there. And so it 

happens that the fi lm, adapted by Susannah 

Grant (Erin Brokovich) and directed by Joe 

Wright (Atonement), is minor theatrical 

catastrophe, a fi lm that is both emotionally 

neglectful and visually reckless.

Lopez, played by Robert Downey Jr., 

opens The Soloist with a tumble during 

an early morning bike ride, as if riding 

reconnaissance for story ideas in L.A. is 

a hazardous pursuit. More stinging than 

his shredded face, however, is the “No 

new messages” alert awaiting  Lopez 

on his answering machine: Within the 

overwrought world of The Soloist, the 

absence of voicemail is a kind of verdict 

on his existence, a refl ection of the 

creeping meaningless of his life as well 

as that of his employer, the Times. After a 

fi tful, skittish transition to the newsroom, 

where obligatory references to impending 

layoffs and the “good old days” are made, 

Lopez encounters Nathaniel Ayers (Jamie 

Foxx) beneath a statue of Beethoven in 

a park. Ayers plays a two-stringed violin 

with the youthful authority of a Julliard 

student. When it turns out Ayers was a 

Julliard student, Lopez seizes his story. 

Sure enough, his columns captivate a city 

long thought to be too calloused for human 

interest, let alone interested in a homeless 

man with a profound mental illness. Lopez 

becomes a minor celebrity, hobnobbing 

with the mayor. Ayers remains an untreated 

schizophrenic. Guess who’s the most 

miserable?

Redemption can’t be far off for Lopez. 

It’s been lurking since his bike accident. 

To get there, The Soloist breeds two lofty 

themes, each of them malnourished by 

the sketchy nature of the script. One is 

how words in general (but newspapers in 

particular) connect and inspire us to take 

chances, both with ourselves and each other. 

The other is how sometimes the people we 

try to help may not want or even need it. Or 

worse, how helping others is often a means 

of avoiding self-help. As Lopez, Downey 

Jr. gives a balanced performance as a man 

caught between assisting Ayers and turning 

him into material. Downey Jr. remains 

the calm center of The Soloist. Much has 

been made of Foxx’s performance, which 

underplays Ayers’ schizophrenia. I sensed 

the effort but not the character; it’s so low 

profi le it’s indistinct. Catherine Keener, 

who’s fast becoming as dependable, if 

not as ubiquitous, as Julianne Moore a 

few years ago, is wonderful as Lopez’s 

boss and ex-wife. But around these 

performances the story spins willy-nilly, 

straining at connections without ever 

making any. Director Wright’s fl ight-of-

fancy transitions — yes, there’s actually a 

pigeon cam — don’t help, jarring more than 

inspiring. It’s as if after two period dramas, 

Pride and Prejudice and Atonement, 

Wright’s craving for something modern 

gets the better of him, an ironic outcome 

given that Beethoven’s symphonies are the 

freshest elements in The Soloist.    ew
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Tone Deaf
Musical journey strikes the wrong note

BLOW

Thurs-Sat $7   Sun-Wed $6    all shows before 6pm-$4

492 East 13th  686-2458
http://bijou-cinemas.com

ART
CINEMAS “Boo”

1986-2009

9:45 Nightly 11:40pm Fri & Sat ($4) 
Sat Mat:  2:40

4:45 & 7:15 Nightly  Sun Mat: 2:15

R

SETH ROGEN

9:30 Nightly 11:20pm Fri & Sat ($4) 
Sick & Twisted Animation     Adults only!

5:20 & 7:30 Nightly  
 Sat Mat: 3:20 Sun Mat: 3:20 

Dalai Lama 
Renaissance

PG-13

PG-13

“Even geeks 
enjoy poking 
fun at geeks. 
And they really 
know how.” 

 —Louis B. Parks

Houston Chronicle 

MAY FEATURED ARTIST: 

NANA LAPHAM - “SWEET THINGS”
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$4
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FOOD
MENU

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE | DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COM
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MAY FEATURED ARTIST:

NANA LAPHAM - “SWEET THINGS”

TIXXXXX
$444
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77777762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE | DAVIDMINORTHEATER.COMMMMM

Beererrrrrr
& WINNNNEEEEEEEE

theater 1: 
THE CURIOUS

CASE OF

BENJAMIN

BUTTON

5:30, 8:35

theater 2:
THE 

WRESTLER

5:30, 7:30

DOUBT

9:30

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER 
INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

21 & ovERhi-def

& pub
since 2008

Tickets:
Thrifty Thursday

$1 Sunday
2 for 1 Tuesday

EXCEPT MAY 12 FOR PRIVATE EVENT

GREATERGOODS
515 HIGH EUGENE 541.485.4224

OPEN Monday - Saturday 10-6

www.greatergoodsonline.com

buy
Fair Trade

& Send your gift
to Mothers worldwide !
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jewelry&
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WATCHMEN R
[11:50, 1:10] 3:40 4:50, 7:10, 8:20

STATE OF PLAY PG13
[12:30] 4:10, 7:00, 9:50

FIGHTING PG13
[12:05] 2:35, 5:00, 7:40, 10:05

GRAN TORINO R
[1:00] 4:00, 7:15, 10:00

HE’S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU PG13
[12:50] 3:50, 7:20, 10:10

TAKEN PG13
[12:40] 2:55, 5:10, 8:00, 10:15

PAUL BLART MALL COP PG
[11:40, 12:45] 2:00, 3:00, 4:20, 
5:30, 7:05, 8:10, 9:20, 10:25

HOTEL FOR DOGS PG
[11:45] 2:10, 4:30, 6:50, 9:25

CORALINE PG
[11:55] 2:20, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55

*STAR TREK PG13
10:25, 11:25, 1:40, 2:45, 4:55, 
6:05, 8:10, 9:15 – DIGITAL AT 
7:05 & 10:20

*NEXT DAY AIR R
10:35, 12:55, 3:30, 5:50, 8:15, 
10:35

*X-MEN ORIGINS: 
WOLVERINE PG13
10:00, 10:30, 11:30, 12:15, 1:00, 
1:30, 2:30, 3:15, 4:00, 4:30, 5:30, 
6:15, 7:00, 7:30, 8:30, 9:15, 
10:00, 10:30

*GHOSTS OF 
GIRLFRIENDS PAST PG13
11:10, 1:55, 4:20, 6:35, 7:15, 
9:10, 9:55

*EARTH G
10:05, 12:45, 3:25, 6:30, 9:05

METROPOLITAN OPERA: 
LA CENERENTOLA NR
ONLY ON SAT MAY 9TH AT 
9:30 AM

DCI 2009: THE 
COUNTDOWN NR
ONLY ON WED MAY 13TH AT 
7:30 PM

ANGELS AND DEMONS 
PG13
ONLY ON THUR MAY 14TH AT 
12:01 & 12:01 AM

THE SOLOIST PG13
1:25, 4:35, 7:40, 10:35

17 AGAIN PG13
11:40, 2:20, 5:05, 7:50, 10:30

HANNAH MONTANA 
THE MOVIE G
12:30, 3:10

FAST AND FURIOUS (2009) 
PG13
11:20, 2:15, 5:00, 7:45, 10:25

MONSTERS VS ALIENS 
3D PG
11:05, 2:00, 4:25

KNOWING PG13
1:35, 4:25, 7:25, 10:15

[ ] = FRI THRU SUN ONLY

� Cinéarts �
ADVENTURELAND R
[12:15] 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20

© 2009Times For 05/08 - 05/10

Adv. Tix on Sale ANGELS AND DEMONS

Adv. Tix on Sale TERMINATOR SALVATION

STAR TREK - DP (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri. - Sat.630 PM 925 PM 1220 AM
Sun.630 PM 925 PM

STAR TREK (PG-13) ★ ★ ★ Fri. - Sat.(1015 1045 1115
110 140 210) 405 435 505 700 730 800 955 1025 1055 1250

Sun.(1015 1045 1115 110 140 210) 405 435 505 700 730 800
955 1025 1055

OC & DA: X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri.(1200 PM) 645 PM
Sat.(350 PM) 940 PM

Sun.(1200 PM) 940 PM

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri.(1030 1100 1130 125
155 230 350) 420 450 520 715 745 815 940 1010 1040 1110

Sat.(1030 1100 1130 1200 125 155 230) 420 450 520 645 715
745 815 1010 1040 1110

Sun.(1030 1100 1130 125 155 230 350) 420 450 520 645 715
745 815 1010 1040 1110

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(1135 205) 440 710 945

OBSESSED (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1150 225) 500 740 1020

THE SOLOIST (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1210 400) 655 1005

MONSTERS VS. ALIENS 3D - SPECIAL EVENT
PRICING (PG) ★ ★ ★ Fri. - Sun.(1125 AM 150 PM) 410 PM

EARTH (G) Fri. - Sun.(1140 200) 430 705 930

17 AGAIN (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1145 215) 445 720 950

STATE OF PLAY (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1205 355) 650 1015

HANNAH MONTANA: THE MOVIE (G)
Fri. - Sun.(1150 AM 220 PM) 455 PM

FIGHTING (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.725 PM 1000 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale ANGELS AND DEMONS

Adv. Tix on Sale TERMINATOR SALVATION

STAR TREK (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri. - Sun.(1045 1230 140) 405 435 700 730 1000 1030

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri. - Sun.(1100 1240 120 340) 420 640 740 940 1020

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(1250) 415 710 930

OBSESSED (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(110 350) 650 950

17 AGAIN (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.(1235 PM 330 PM) 630 PM

FAST AND THE FURIOUS (PG-13) Fri. - Sun.910 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale TERMINATOR SALVATION

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (PG-13) ★ ★ ★

Fri. - Sun.(115 145) 400 440 650 730 945 1015

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(130) 420 710 940

FAST AND THE FURIOUS (PG-13)
Fri. - Sun.(155) 430 720 1000


