
FIELD BURNING

BILL COMING
The Western Environmental Law Center 

in Eugene has kicked off its 2009 “Campaign 

to End Field Burning.” In the near future, 

Rep. Paul Holvey will introduce a new bill 

banning field burning. Unlike Gov. Ted 

Kulongoski’s bill, which proposes a phase-

out, Holvey’s bill will call for an outright 

ban. Holvey’s last field burning bill was 

held up in committee and never voted on by 

the Legislature.

According to WELC attorney Charlie 

Tebbutt at the Jan. 16 kickoff at Davis’ 

Restaurant, the campaign has only raised 22 

percent of the funding that he says is really 

needed to stop the practice.

Sen. Floyd Prozanski and Reps. Chris 

Edwards and Nancy Nathanson attended the 

event, as did Commissioner Rob Handy and 

City Councilors Andrea Ortiz and Betty 

Taylor. Holvey briefly discussed his forth-

coming bill, which he said will have fewer 

exemptions than Kulongoski’s bill. Holvey 

said there may be an exemption in his bill 

for farmers in the Silverton hills who use 

field burning for red fescue and bent grass 

crops as well as an exemption for disease 

infestations, if burning is the only way to 

get rid of the disease and if the farmer can 

prove public health will not be affected by 

the burn.

Speakers also included Eugene pul-

monologist Bob Carolan, who said of field 

burning smoke, “This is going to shock you 

— smoke in the air is bad for your health.” 

Rural resident Holly Higgins spoke of the 

50,000 Oregonians living in “sacrifice 

zones” that are affected by the smoke that is 

directed away from urban areas to their 

homes and farms. The affect field burning 

smoke has on rural Oregonians is one of the 

focuses of the anti-field burning campaign.

Steve Rodewall, the brother of a victim 

the 1988 23-car wreck on I-5 caused by 

field burning that killed seven people, 

including two small children who burned to 
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Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq 
began on March 20, 2003

(last week’s numbers in parentheses):

• 4,236 U.S. troops killed* (4,228)

• 30,984 U.S. troops injured* (30,960) 

• 167 U.S. military suicides* (167)

• 317 coalition troops killed** (317)

• 1,123 U.S. contractors killed

(accurate updates NA)

• 98,731 to 1.1 million civilians killed*** 

(98,731)

• $591.6 billion cost of war

($589.6 billion) 

• $168.2 million cost to Eugene 

taxpayers ($167.7 million)

* through Jan. 26, 2009; source: icasualties.org; 

some figures only updated monthly

** sources: icasualties.org, defenselink.mil

*** highest estimate; source: iraqbodycount.org; based on

confirmed media reports; other groups calculate civilian deaths 

as high as 655,000 (Lancet survey, 2006) to 1.1 million

(Opinion Research Business survey, 2008)
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