Atonement

Lila (Misty Upham) and Ray (Melissa Leo)
in Frozen River

lce marks the place she'll risk everything

FROZEN RIVER: written and directed by
Courtney Hunt. Cinematography, Reed Morano.
Music, Peter Golub and Shahzad Ismaily. Starring
Melissa Leo, Misty Upham and Charlie McDermott.
Sony Pictures Classics, 2008. R. 97 minutes.
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ear L,
Where have you been? 1
haven’t heard from you since our
conversation about Persepolis, the prize-
winning animated film from last year.
You called it “beautiful” and “brilliant.”
I replied — I’'m only paraphrasing here
— that it was “bitterly disappointing,”
“full of suffering without pain” and “way
too simplistic.” I may have compared it,
unfavorably, to Peanuts. Then you said —
actually, it was a look, a sort of grimace
I haven’t seen you make before. Oscar
nomination be damned, I said offhandedly,
trying to change the subject, which must
have been when you said “Who are you?”
The way you emphasized each word, it
was almost like you meant it.

For the record, I don’t “hate” anything,
let alone a French cartoon. The word just
sort of slipped out.

If you’re reading this, L, there’s a film
I think you should see. It’s called Frozen
River. It’s neither beautiful nor brilliant.
Nobody in it is nice to look at, and the
location — the tiny Mohawk reservation
along the New York-Canada border
— isn’t in the running for your next
vacation. In other words, Frozen River is
bleak material. But remember, you liked
Persepolis. Frozen River has pain you can
feel.

Just days before Christmas, Ray (Melissa
Leo) and her two kids are abandoned
by her husband, a gambling addict.
Desperate, Ray lets Lila (Misty Upham),
a surly Mohawk girl, talk her into driving
them to Canada on a smuggling mission.
The idea is that Ray, who’s white, won’t
attract the glare of state troopers, who
patrol the highways looking for people
like Lila, whom they disdain merely for
being Mohawk. What Ray doesn’t realize
is that Lila is smuggling people. Once

she understands, she can’t turn back.
What makes Frozen River so intimate and
arresting is Leo’s performance, which is
both tender and steely, and in particular
how Leo transforms ragged Ray from
passive victim into willing participant.
After a few smuggling runs, Ray has
enough money for Christmas gifts; one
more run, and she has a down payment on
a home. Predictably, Ray’s final smuggling
run is a harrowing worst-case scenario of
bad ideas and worse decisions. In other
words, it’s great cinema.

Frozen River is in many ways a poor
man’s Jesus’ Son, another inspired
if somewhat glazed-over story about
addiction and its sibling, crime. If Frozen
River is not directly about addiction, it’s
about the trials brought down upon the
loved ones of addicts — and the way
loved ones resort to measures nearly as
desperate, and nearly as destructive, as
the addicts do themselves. Frozen River
won’t win many awards, given that its
best-known actor, Mark Boone Junior,
plays the same small-time thug here that
he did in Batman Begins. But Frozen River
deserves an audience. Watch the way it
cuts smartly to images of the frozen river,
emphasizing the lure of it even when Ray is
safe at home. (She isn’t safe, not even from
herself.) Or watch how Ray’s kids interact
with her and vice versa. There’s such ease
and familiarity, such devotion amidst base
circumstances, that you might feel you’re
watching a documentary.

A story of courage and survival,
Frozen River is harrowing but uplifting,
which, come to think of it, is how people
describe Persepolis. Maybe you describe
it that way; I’m not sure you had the
chance. Tell you what. If you see Frozen
River, if only to watch Melissa Leo at
work, I’ll give the French animated film
another try. Maybe I’ll see something
different this time.

Sincerely,

J
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Frozen River opens Friday, Aug. 29, at the Bijou.
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EARLY BIRD SPECIAL M-F, 15T MATINEE SHOWTIME 55.00
ADULT MATINEE BEFORE 6PM S5.50
* No Passes or Classic Supersavers Accepted

MONDAY IS SENIOR DA
*FLY ME TO THE MOON
(3D) 6

12:00, 2:25, 4:55, 7:15, 9:35
*BABYLON A.D. PG13
12:35, 3:10, 5:40, 8:10, 10:40
*DISASTER MOVIE PG13
2:20, 450, 7:20, 9:55
*COLLEGE R

12:40, 3:15, 5:45, 8:15, 10:45
*TRAITOR PG13

1:25, 4:15, 7:10 10:00

*THE HOUSE BUNNY PG13
12:20, 3:00, 5:35, 8:10, 10:40
*DEATH RACE R

1:00, 3:50, 7:10, 9:55

*THE LONGSHOTS PG
12:15, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20
*THE ROCKER PG13
12:05, 2:45

MIRRORS R

7:15,10:05

3k

& Cinéarts
BOTTLE SHOCK PG13 4:45, 10:25

MOVIES 12

« SENIORS ALL DAY $5
STAR WARS: THE CLONE
WARS PG

12:10, 2:55, 5:30, 8:05, 10:35
TROPIC THUNDER R

12:55, 2:30, 3:45, 5:15, 6:55, 8:00,
9:40, 10:30

PINEAPPLE EXPRESS R
1:55, 4:40, 7:30, 10:20

THE MUMMY: TOMB OF
THE DRAGON EMPEROR

PG13

12:50, 3:55, 6:50, 9:50

THE DARK KNIGHT PG13
12:25, 3:40, 6:15, 7:05, 9:45,
10:35

MAMMA MIA! PG13

1:50, 7:40

WALL-E G

1:35,4:10

Goleway Mall - Beltline @ Gateway 1-800-Fondango 1428#
S$1.50 ALL SHOWS = 5] WED ALL SHOWS $2 FRI / SAT AFTER 6PM

INDIANA JONES AND
THE KINGDOM OF THE
CRYSTAL SKULL PG13
11:15, 12:40, 2:20, 3:45, 5:10,
6:55, 8:20, 9:40

HANCOCK PG13

11:20, 12:20, 1:40, 2:50, 4:00,
5:30, 705, 8:00, 9:35, 10:20
X-FILES: | WANT TO
BELIEVE PG13

11:40, 2:30, 4:55, 7:20, 9:45
KUNG FU PANDA PG
11:05, 12:10, 1:50, 2:40, 4:10,
5:20, 6:45, 7:50, 9:30, 10:05

YOU DON'T MESS WITH
THE ZOHAN PG13

11:50, 4:20, 7:30, 10:10
HELLBOY II: THE GOLDEN
ARMY PG13

12:00, 3:15 7:15, 10:00
WANTED R

11:30, 2:10, 4:50, 7:40, 10:15
IRON MAN PG13

11:10, 12:30, 2:00, 3:35, 5:00,
7:00, 8:10, 9:50

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
@ NO PASSES-NO CLASSIC SUPERSAVERS &

REGAL CINEMAS

A REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP COMPANY
* Pass / Discount Ticket Restrictions Apply
BARGAIN SHOWS IN ()

VALLEY RIVER CENTER STADIUM 15

Delia Hwy. between |-5 & Beltline

ALL DIGITAL SOUNDI
DISASTER MOVIE (PG-13)
COLLEGE (R)- ID REQ'D
BABYLON AD (PG-13)
TRAITOR (PG-13)

DEATH RACE (R) - ID REQ'D

HOUSE BUNNY (PG-13)

FLY ME TO THE MOON 3D (G) x
HAMLET 2 (R) - ID REQ'D

THE ROCKER (PG-13)

VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA (P!
STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS
TROPIC THUNDER (R) - ID REQ'D

THE MUMMY: TOMB OF THE DRA

STEP BROTHERS (R) - ID REQ'D
MAMMA MIA (PG-13)

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13)
JOURNEY 3-D: $2.50 ADDED FEE

ALBANY 7

Next to Fred Meyer
BABYLON AD (PG-13)

TRAITOR (PG-13)

DISASTER MOVIE (PG-13)
DEATH RACE (R) - ID REQ'D

THE ROCKER (PG-13)

TROPIC THUNDER (R) - ID REQ'D

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13)

Behind Skippers 9th St
DEATH RACE (R) - ID REQ'D

THE ROCKER (PG-13)
TROPIC THUNDER (R) - ID REQ'D

THE DARK KNIGHT (PG-13)

Times For 8/29 - 8/31 ©2008

OC & DA: DEATH RACE (R) - ID REQ'D

SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS 2 (PG-13) (1210 410)
PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (R) - ID REQ'D

PINEAPPLE EXPRESS (R) - ID REQ'D

9TH ST. CINEMAS 4

B00-FANDANGO 17644
(1230 250 510) 730 950
(1135 205 430) 720 945
(1215 235 455) 715 935

(1130 215 500) 745 1030

Fri. (1150) 800

Sat. (230) 1035

Sun. (1150) 1035

Fri. (230515) 1035

Sat. (1150 515) 800
Sun. (230515) 800
(1145 220 450) 725 955

(300) 700
(1235 420) 655 930

1000 PM

G-13) (1155 245 520) 755 1015
(PG) (1240 425)

(1140 225 505) 750 1025

(1225 405) 705 940

GON EMPEROR (PG-13) 740
1035

700 1005

(1220 400) 710

(1200 345) 700 1020

(1200 500)
900

FOR 3-D (PG) *

541-928-7469
800-FANDANGO 3094
(1225 250 515) 740 1005

(155 435) 715 955
(1235 300 525) 750 1015
(1210 235 500) 730 1000
(1155 445) 945
(1200 225 450) 720 950
(215) 710
(150 505) 820
541-92B8-746%9
BOO-FANDANGO 3124
(130 450) 720 950
(110 430) 700 930
(120 420) 710 940
(100 430) 800
www. REGmovies.com

3 8 3 YN ART CINEMAS

Starts 492 East 13th 686-2458

Friday, 8/29! http://bijou-cinemas.com

“Courtney Hunt's Frozen River is the first
great film of the fall. It has great actors playing
vivid characters in a setting that makes for a
clash of cultures.”—roger Moore, Orlando sentinel

FROZEN RIVER

Desperation knows no borders.
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Melissa Leo
(Homicide: Life on the Street)

Starts Friday, 8/29~
5:00, 7:15 & 9:20 Nightly @
SAT, SUN & MON MAT 2:50

We have SMART ways to save money & see movies!

20 admission card: only $100 *
* 20 SENIOR admission card: only $50 (

“EDGY, LYRICAL, HIGH-OCTANE...THE FILM OF THE YEAR.”

8 years ago, Alex’s wife was murdered.
Today...She e-mailed him.

TELL |
NO ONE,

Showtimes Start Friday, 8/29~
4:45, 7:25 & 10:00 Nightly
SAT, SUN & MON MAT 2:00

for location and complete schedule

Maui born Pekelo Day, is a native Hawaiian
cultural practitioner who has taught for over
38 years, sharing the I led| d on to
him by his ancestors.
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