It's All Natural

Over the years I've heard music inspired by medicinal plants and herbs, presidents, the
50 states, even the art and culture of tea. But Portland's Bark Horn and Hide were inspired
by something that | never considered as a muse — National Geographic magazine.

The story Bark Horn and Hide create on their first full-length tells of Melville Bell
Grosvenor, editor of the venerable magazine from 1957 to 1967 and grandson of
Alexander Graham Bell. In the imagination of songwriter Andy Furgeson, Grosvenor
is @ madman possessed by the spirit of his grandfather who “takes a mystical journey
through the perspectives of the silenced voices” in the magazine articles.

The subject matter on National Road is a zoological and anthropological collage
clipped from a closet full of well-read issues. “This Abdomen Has Flown" provides the
point of view of a honey ant, fated to be gorged with sustenance for the queen and

Other Side
of the North

MTV Canada says The Coast is
Canada’'s best kept secret. If you
hear “Canadian band” and think of
the bombast of Arcade Fire or the
precision pop of Stars, you'll need
to change your frame of mind a
bit for this Toronto quartet, which
sometimes sounds like there must
be more than four guys making all

workers, imprisoned by her swollen abdomen until a National Geographic explorer that ruckus. “Floodlights,” from the
inadvertently sets her free. “Treasure of the Everglades" describes the love interest of a tree snail. Another song is about Ham, the first band's April album Expatriate, is
chimp in outer space, and “Wetherill Mesa" is about the Pueblo cliff dwellers. dense, busy quitarrock that suggests

But this isn't mopey music for out-of-work naturalists. The foursome has achieved a lush sound by each playing as many instruments a Cure influence in the guitar tones,
as possible and switching off to keep things interesting. It's lively, punctuated by horns, glockenspiel, theremin, fuzzy quitar and enough though not the mood. Expatriate
layers of sound to populate a small rainforest. While it's vaguely psychedelic at times, singer Furgeson croons with a slight twang during begins with a futuristic synth sound
the quieter moments and howls with the passion of a preacher when the song demands it. | hesitate to call it indie rock for science nerds, that quickly gives way to buoyancy
but that wouldn't be unflattering, in my lab notebook. Bark Horn and Hide plays with Hillstomp at 9 pm Saturday, Aug. 23, at Sam Bond's and exuberance; the three-minute
Garage. 21+ show. $7. — Vanessa Salvia “Tightrope,” which kicks off the

record, is a perfect example of their
overlapping vocals and tendency to
pile melodies on top of each other
until a song is fit to burst. But they
shift gears quickly; “Nueva York"
starts with a simple but compelling
piano line that alternates, in the
chorus, with an almost '80s dose of
fizzy quitar. The Coast tends to the
kind of indie quitar rock that places a
lot of urgency in the drums and lets
the guitars offer echoey chords and
distinct snippets of melody — while
keeping one hand in the last few
years' piano-rock trend. But then
there's “Killing Off Our Friends,”
for which three of the fellows in the
band step back from the mics; one
unadorned vocal line takes center
stage for the verse; the guitar tones
are clearer; the drums still have a
party to get to, but the overall effect
is nostalgic rather than on the verge
of frenzy — at least to a point. Late
in the record, “Play Me the Apostle"
heads down an even quieter path.
But The Coast has too much energy
to stay restrained for long. The Coast
and The Raggedy Annes play at 10
pm Wednesday, Aug. 27, at Luckey's.
21+ show. $5. — Molly Templeton
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It's Logical
Though some questionable hip hop acts pass through Eugene, believe you me, this John Henry's show will be one for the
ages because Brooklyn MC Louis Logic knows how to throw down. See, Louis Logic and partner J.J. Brown (who won't be at
the Eugene show) recently made an EP, Sin-A-Matic: The 80's Edition, that remixes old school jams like “Land Down Under"
(you know, by Men At Work) and Foreigner's “I Want To Know What Love Is,” among others. Not easy songs to turn into dance
jams, but Louis Logic did it, and he topped ‘em off with fat rhymes so the head-nodders in the back have something to mull
over while everyone else in the room gets down. The album’s a nod to Louis Logic's 2003 debut record, Sin-A-Matic — only
now, five years later, Louis Logic's putting his music out on established independent hip hop label Fat Beats. With gas prices
the way they are, even successful East Coast artists are touring less (it's been a sparse summer, folks), so catch this dude on
his West Coast tour — it might be a while before you get another chance. And next time, | fully expect him to be performing
at the WOW Hall ... if not the McDonald. Oh, and Louis Logic plays with Seattle hip hip institution The Let Go (which contains
well-known Seattle MC Kublakai), so show up on time if you can. Louis Logic, The Let Go, The Wright Brothers and Animal  §
Farm play at 9 pm Tuesday, Aug. 26, at John Henry's. 21+ show. $7. — Sara Brickner Louis Logic
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FRIDAY SPECIAL - BIG BBQ BURGER & FRIES §9.50
OYSTER SHOOTERS §2

LUNCH & DINNER » VEGETARIAN SELECTIONS  FAMILY OWNED
580 ADAMS ST., EUGENE (Across FroM Rep Appir) 344-1706

LUNCH: MON-FRI 11AM-3PM
DINNER. MON-THURS 4:30-9PM FRI TILL 10  SAT 12-10PM » SUN 12-9PM

SAT & SUN SPECIAL CHEF'S CHOICE!
=DAILY SPECIALS FOR DINE-IN ONLY!=

1" % §83-3154 % 99 W. BROADWAY # EUGENE

34 AUGUST 21,2008 EUGENE WEEKLY WWW.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM « BLOGS.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM




