
T
o quote 1980s punk band 7 Seconds, 

if we can walk together, why can’t 

we rock together? That’s the basic 

message behind the Off the Grid Music 

Festival. It’s not a punk festival, but the 

music is eclectic enough that it should appeal 

to just about everyone, and organizers are 

hoping people will leave inspired to create 

a more sustainable and just world. 

This two-day festival is, as its name implies, 

off the grid, with performers appearing on a 

solar powered stage at Eugene’s Silvan Ridge-

Hinman Vineyards. Vendors of green and 

organic products will also be onsite. Festival 

organizers feel that the goal of sustainability 

must include addressing social issues; as it 

says on their website, those include “poverty, 

health, education, violence, intolerance, 

environment, and global warming, among 

others.” To that end, community booths will 

be set up to invite conversation about how 

to solve these problems. Organizer Larry 

Bailey says they intend to address these 

issues in a meaningful way, using “music 

as the universal language that brings people 

together.”

The festival’s other organizers are 

George and Ruby Tollefson, descendents 

of Oregon homesteaders and the fi fth 

generation to work their land. George was 

Oregon Middle School Teacher of the 

Year in 2008. “Rock the Future! is a vision 

about how we can make the world we want 

to live in better today,” says George on 

the festival’s website. “It is about fi nding 

solutions to issues that concern all of us.

Bands scheduled to perform are from 

our local area and the West Coast, generally, 

with three from points beyond. Sprockets 

is a rock, punk, and shoegaze band from 

Boise; Jake Payne and Dixie Creek bring 

Americana from Austin, Texas; indie rock 

comes from Bend’s Streetlight Society. 

Eugene is represented by the melodic metal, 

blues and rock of Issa, a band led by Issa 

Koberstein, who grew up on the intentional 

Tennessee community The Farm and who 

recently recorded with Grammy winners 

John LeCompt and Rocky Gray, both of 

Evanescence, and Phil Taylor (F.L.O.W.). 

Several bands are from Portland, including 

the experimental rock of Kaddisfl y and the 

powerpop of A Blinding Silence. There’s 

something for everyone, and Bailey hopes 

people will open their minds to music they 

might not ordinarily listen to, and leave 

with some new appreciations.

“When people are brought together in 

a shared experience, something magical 

happens,” says Bailey.    ew

32   AUGUST 14, 2008   EUGENE WEEKLY WWW.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM • BLOGS.EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

Center of the
Musical Universe
Off The Grid summer music fest promises

to open your mind

musicmusic  BY VANESSA SALVIA

Off The Grid Music Festival 

Noon to 10 pm Saturday, Aug. 16

Noon to 6 pm Sunday, Aug. 17

Silvan Ridge-Hinman Vineyards 

27012 Briggs Road

$10 daily sug. don.

www.offthegridmusicfest.org

Kaddisfl y
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18+ to party • 21+ to drink

TONIGHT, AUGUST 14TH

NRQ, & WILLAMETTE VALLEY MUSIC 
SCENE PRESENT:

ARISE THE DEAD
CD RELEASE PARTY

PLUS: Aeolus, Abandon the 

Shore, Your Favorite Disastar

THURSDAY, AUGUST 21ST

NRQ, & WILLAMETTE VALLEY MUSIC 
SCENE PRESENT:

BACK IN THE DARK

PLUS: Gladhander,
Distortion Sleep, First Stop

 

K N R Q  &  K Z E L  P R E S E N T

Tasty Thai Kitchenasty Thai Kitchen
SAT. & SUN. BREAKFAST

Traditional American, Thai and
Vegan options beginning at 9:30am

Authentic Thai Cuisine
Daily Delivery 5:30-8:30pm

Lunch & Dinner Specials

All Organic Spices,
Greens and Tofu

Vegetarian & 
Vegan Options

Wine & Cocktails

Beer on Tap

Bubble Tea
& Smoothies

11am-9:30pm MON-FRI

9:30am-9:30pm SAT & SUN

80 E. 29th & Willamette
302-6444


