
Classes
DIMENSIONAL GLASS FUSING weekend
workshop. Beginning class held at Donahue
Design Glass Studio. Aug 1, 2, 3. $165. 485-
0294. 

WOMEN SACRED ART RETREAT with artist
Mara Friedman. Aug 16 & 17 in Lorane. No art
experience needed, all ages welcome. For
info call Mara 942-3203. Nourish your soul
and feed yourself Beauty!

Opportunities
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast, Affordable &
Accredited FREE Brochure. Call NOW! 1-888-
583-2101 http://www.continentalacademy.com
(AAN CAN)

Adoption/Family
Services
*ADOPT* Young loving professional mar-
ried couple (& puppy) excited to give your
baby LOVE, laughter, opportunity. Expenses
paid. Julie & Matt 1-866-489-2796

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Talk
with caring agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families nationwide. LIV-
ING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One
True Gift Adoptions 866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

Help Wanted
WAREHOUSE POSITION Organic Company
needs energetic person for sorting, packag-
ing & shipping/receiving. Requires attention
to detail, positive friendly disposition. Email
resume to: info@mycological.com or call
541-465-3247 ext 15

NANNY two school aged girls, Tues. and
Thurs. 7:15 - 5:30. Transport to and from
school, must have reliable car. NS, refer-
ences required. $10-12/hour plus mileage.
Linda 344-0469. 

ARE YOU READY TO MAKE THE INCOME
YOU REALLY WANT? Serious, motivated, &
driven should call. 1-888-238-3163

WOMENSPACE CASEMANAGER Support
survivors of intimate partnership violence
in reaching their goals. $12.00/hr, 40
hrs/wk + benefits. Bilingual-Spanish, knowl-
edge of immigrant issues required. Closes
when filled. Letter & resume to
Womenspace, PO Box 50127, Eugene, OR
97405 AAE

MCMENAMINS Our locations in Eugene are
now hiring both PT-FT Line Cooks and PT-FT
Servers for our fast paced restaurants. Must
have flex schedule (days/eves/wknd/hldy).
Apply online at  HYPERLINK
“http://www.mcmenamins.com” www.mcme-
namins.com. No phone calls please! E.O.E.

AMAZING SIMPLE and easy part-time home
business nets $500 and more a day.
Surprising facts in Free report: Dry Tech,
Suite CL 17462. 8920 Quartz Ave.,
Northridge, CA 91324. 1-800-507-7222

OPERATIONS RESEARCH Manager  Senior
Operations Research Manager, China
Initiatives (OR_08) Assist management with
decision making, define operational prob-
lems, collaborate with decision-makers to
clarify management objectives, conduct
market research in China, conceptualize
English assessment market. Req. Ph.D. in
Second Language Acquisition, solid knowl-
edge of curriculum and instructional
design, language assessment and technolo-
gy integration in ESL/EFL curriculum. Fax to
Avant Assessment, Eugene, 541.338.7127. 

TEACH ENGLISH ABROAD!!! Become TEFL
certified. 4-week TEFL course in Prague,
Czech Republic.

JOB ASSISTANCE worldwide. Courses
offered monthly. Course tuition 1300 Euros.
i n f o @ t e f l w o r l d w i d e p r a g u e . c o m
http://www.teflworldwideprague.com (AAN
CAN)

CHIEF FINAN’L OFFICER, Eugene, OR.
Create/coord/eval. finan. prog.; support
info. systems; review finan. docs, acct’g
policy guidelines; ensure process &
reporting compliance; oversee processing
of revenue, expenditure & position control
docs; coord. preparation of finan. state-
ments/reports; dev./implem. acct’g proce-
dures; establish internal control safe-
guards; provide consult. support; direct
implem. of bzns plans; oversee/eval.
financial transactions/policymaking &
obligations; report to CEO & BOD. Bach. in
Bus. Adm. or its equiv. + 8 yrs post-bach.
progr. exp. in job or in sr. mgmt
finance/acctg position req’d.  MBA plus 6
yrs exp. also acceptable. 5 yrs exp in
telecomm a must. Mail resumes to New
World Brands, Attn: HR, 340 W. 5th Av.
Eugene, OR 97401.

DRIVERS: FLAT BROKE? Think Flatbed.
Excellent Hometime + Pay! Take Truck
Home. Class A CDL. 1 yr Exp. Req. 866-394-
1944 x 117.

JOBS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT. $400-
$600/wk. Protect Oregon Coast, work with
great people! Career opportunities and
benefits available. jobsfortheenviron-
ment.org. Call  Wendy, 541-686-2771.

DIRECT CARE STAFF Looking to fill 2 part
time positions working one on one with
individuals with disabilities; activities in
community and life skills training at home.
Some driving. young non-smoking males
encouraged to apply. call 343-0368 M-F 11-3
or leave message. 

NUDE DANCER$ - SWEET ILLUSIONS A New
Adult Entertainment Bar. Day/Night shifts.
1836 South A St., Spfd. Ask for Wayne 517-
7196. Come check us out!

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD CALL 484.0519
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¡ASK A MEXICAN!
BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO

SPECIAL LA RAZA EDICIÓN

Dear Mexican: What’s with calling
yourselves “La Raza”? Being
Mexicans, Chicanos or whatever
isn’t enough—now you’re THE
race? Sounds pretty racist to me.
— The Race is On

Dear Gabacho: Few things annoy

the Mexican more than the Know

Nothing Nation’s deliberate ignorance

with this most nebulous of Mexican

idioms. Despite the patient explanations

of Chicano yaktivists who say the phrase

doesn’t exclusively mean “the race” in

Mexican Spanish but is a synonym for “commu-

nity,” idiot commentators insist that “la raza” as used

by Mexicans betrays their Reconquista tendencies and alludes to a Mexican sense

of racial superiority akin to Nazism and white supremacy. No group gets the brunt

of criticism more than the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), one of the largest

civil-rights groups in the United States, and one in the news recently because both

John McCain and Barack Obama addressed the organization during its recent

national convention. Professional pendejos like Michelle Malkin hissed a fit, call-

ing NCLR seditious and accusing the two presidential candidates of legitimizing

hate by visiting them — all this over two Spanish words.

Betcha they’ve never read the primary source from which “la raza” originated

— José Vasconcelos’ 1925 booklet, La Raza Cósmica (The Cosmic Race).

Vasconcelos — Mexico’s first Secretary of Public Education — wrote his piece as

a reaction to the race thinking of the time, one dominated by adherents of

Darwinism and Herbert Spencer’s “survival of the fittest” prism that placed the

gabacho above all people. The Mexican intellectual also subscribed to racial strati-

fications, but whereas others saw unavoidable strife, Vasconcelos imagined some-

thing greater. La Raza Cósmica is a classic work of the prophetic tradition, one

where Vasconcelos predicted humanity would evolve into a fifth race, one free of

the negative attributes each racial group possessed to create a harmonious exis-

tence — the cosmic race, la raza cósmica. Crucially, Vasconcelos never stated

Mexicans were that race but rather wrote that Latin America’s legacy of mestizaje

posited “Ibero-Americans” as prime acolytes to spread the gospel of fusion — not

through violence but  “the triumph of fecund love.”

The raza cósmica theory is utopian and even goofy in execution —

Vasconcelos cited the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Atlantis, alchemy texts and

even the Pythagorean concept of the number eight as possessing divine qualities to

bolster his position — but it’s ultimately an anti-racist dream. Vasconcelos was by

no means perfect — he didn’t like ugly people and was too fixated on the superi-

ority of Spanish qualities — but his ideal is one not that removed from that

American standby, the melting pot. He even understood the humanity of gabachos

— “The exclusion of the Yankee [from la raza cósmica], like the exclusion of any

other human type, would be equivalent to an anticipated mutilation, more deadly

even than a later cut.” I don’t remember Hitler talking about including non-Aryans

into his Thousand-Year Reich, or Americans including non-gabachos in Manifest

Destiny, for that matter.

Needless to say, Vasconcelos’ theory gained fans across Latin America —

imagine a sociologist stating miscegenation was okay! But it wasn’t until the

1960s Chicano movement that the concept of la raza cósmica gained further fol-

lowers. Like most things they took from Mexico (food, women, the language),

Chicanos corrupted Vasconcelos’ vision, interpreted “la raza” as referring exclu-

sively to Mexicans and forgot the whole brotherhood bit. “It is true that mestizaje

is one of the central concepts of the Vasconcelos essay,” states the introduction to

Didier T. Jaén’s excellent translation of La Raza Cósmica, “but, of course, it is

also clear that the racial mixture Vasconcelos refers to is much wider, much more

encompassing, than what can be understood by the mestizaje of the Mexican or

Chicano.” Like Vasconcelos, however, the Chicano definition of “la raza” was

rooted in its turbulent time. It was during this era that the organization that preced-

ed NCLR incorporated that term to its name in 1972. But over the decades, the

cósmica part of la raza was largely dropped as was the ethnocentrism, and what

remained was a benign synonym for Mexicans.

People can disagree with NCLR’s policies — amnesty for illegals, better edu-

cation for Latinos (not just the Mexis), funding other nonprofits — but to classify

them as the Tan Klan because of their name is like a prude getting offended over

the name of the titmouse. By the way, coming haters: Don’t paint me as an NCLR

apologist. I think the organization’s president, Janet Murguia, is stupid for trying

to get right-wing pundits off the air, mostly because they’re so easy to prove

wrong. Besides, the only raza that truly matters is mine: the Nerd race. Por mis

Nerds todo; fuera de mis Nerds, nada.

Get all your Mexican needs at youtube.com/askamexicano, myspace.com/ocwab, 
and themexican@askamexican.net!

Sponsored by  S.A.R.A.’s Treasures
Gift and Thrift Shop

volunteer • donate • shop • adopt
871 River Rd. • 607-8892 • www.sarasavesanimals.org

Open Everyday 10-6

S.A.R.A.’s
Shelter Animal Resource Alliance

Rescued Cat of the Week

Hi, my name is Cottontail.  I am a 2 year old Tabby Manx.  I like 

bird watching, laser pointers and snuggles, but I absolutely love salmon 

treats!  I am very playful and am looking for a family who will spend 

lots of time with me, but will understand that I don’t like to be carried 

around.  If you are looking for a great kitty who will make an excellent 

addition to your family…come in to meet me!!

The Caprice Day Spa

is offering discounts 

for all NEW clients!

Receive $5 off any facial or $3 off any waxing service 
with Kathleen when you mention this ad. 

Liscense # on request

1623 21st St., Springfield

Just off the Mohawk exit.

(541)744.8743    www.TheCapriceDaySpa.com


