
John Conyers (the chair of the Judiciary 

Committee) is under pressure to let the 

bill die in committee. If any of the readers 

would like to call him and tell him what 

you think, here are four phone numbers. 

I got through with the third number. The 

numbers are (202) 225-5126, 224-3121, 

225-3951 and (313) 961-5670. 

One more thing: If you’re thinking, 

“Oh, it doesn’t matter because Bush will 

be out of offi ce in a few months anyway,” 

consider this: If a college senior was 

accused of rape, do you think the local 

police would say, “Oh, it doesn’t matter 

because he will be graduating next 

semester anyway” and just let it go? 

Ralph J. Forrest-Ball

Eugene

EDITOR’S NOTE: We blogged about it at the time 

and the daily papers gave it some attention. EW 

tends to give precedence to local issues.

IT’S A FED DECISION

Why is EW, which is campaigning for 

Kitty Piercy’s re-election, echoing one of 

Jim Torrey’s biggest lies? The June 12 cover 

story by Alan Pittman noted that there is 

rhetoric that “Kitty Piercy killed the West 

Eugene Parkway” but the “reality” is “It 

would have died anyway.” Pittman stated 

that “Even Torrey acknowledges that the 

WEP might not have been built anyway 

due to federal environmental problems 

with building the highway through 

protected wetlands.”

However, the real issue is that the WEP, 

like all federal aid transportation projects, 

was a federal decision not subject to local 

votes (of the public or the City Council). 

I’ve only tracked the WEP since 1999, 

but the only times I am aware of EW 

mentioning that the WEP is a federal 

decision is when I have published letters 

to the editor and opinion pieces in EW. The 

Weekly has also refused countless requests 

to profi le the WETLANDS alternative to 

the WEP — West Eugene Transportation, 

Land and Neighborhood Design Solutions 

(www.greenwasheugene.com/wetlands.html).

On June 19, 2001, then Mayor Torrey 

was part of an intergovernmental decision 

of the city, Lane County, state of Oregon 

and federal government that admit that 

the WEP could not be legally built. It is 

hard to fi nd a rational explanation for the 

refusal of the Piercy re-election campaign 

to highlight how Torrey subsequently 

encouraged the state to piss away millions 

more on bogus “studies” after Torrey 

admitted the highway was toast.

Mark Robinowitz

Eugene

EDITOR’S NOTE: It’s our understanding that 

for the WEP to be built it would have had to 

be included in the local TransPlan, approved 

by the Metropolitan Policy Committee, have 

an environmental impact statement drafted by 

ODOT and approved by the FHWA, needed an act 

of Congress or federal waiver to cross protected 

BLM wetlands, be approved by the Metropolitan 

Transportation Improvement Program, etc. In 

short, the city or feds can kill such a project, but 

neither alone can force it to be built. And it appears 

the WEP would have faced serious funding and 

environmental obstacles at the federal level if it 

had passed local scrutiny.

RAILS NOT ROADS

Our future as a civilization is 

now dependent on creating a public 

transportation system to survive the 

end of cheap petroleum and mitigate 

climate change. The only way to create 

this transition is through the creation of 

passenger rail infrastructure to replace the 

failed highway and freeway systems. 

Congressman Peter DeFazio, chairman 

of the House Subcommittee on Highways 

and Transit, should scrap plans to expand 

failing highway and freeway systems 

throughout the country. More freeway 

and highway infrastructure will only 

hasten economic and climate chaos and 

disruption.

The planned expansion of I-5 being 

promoted in Oregon by Gov. Kulongoski 

and DeFazio to accommodate more 

automobiles and long-haul trucks must be 

stopped and scrapped. People are already 

driving less, and the trucking industry will 
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REDUCE
Reusable water 

glasses & coffee cups

RECYCLE
Glass soda bottles donated to & 

recycled by youth groups

 Using ECO biodegradable 
containers and more to come…

REUSE
Used trans fat free oils go 

to bio fuel 

programs

JULYJULY SPECIAL SPECIAL
2 Bean & Cheese Soft Tacos & a side of RiceON 

ON 

   N
OW!

   N
OW! $5.50

8 Locations in Eugene and Springfield8 Locations in Eugene and Springfield

GETTING GREENER

*menu availability varies by location*

bambini
EXTRAORDINARY THINGS FOR EXTRAORDINARY KIDS!

205 W. 5th • 485-1222 and 2864 Willamette, Ste 200 • 302-1555

20% OFF ANY 1 ITEM
AT EITHER STORE 6/26/08-7/6/08

EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS AND ERGOS

It won’t make you invincible.
It’s just really good juice.

The juice. The whole juice. Nothing but the juice.

100% organic, resplendent with vitamins,  

never any high fructose corn syrup added,  

non-GMO and totally tasty, our juices are full  

of the kind of feel-good your body craves.

BURSTING WITH ACTIVE ENZYMES!

(because it’s never heated)

For a taste of all of our juices,  

and a FREE juice offer, visit us at 

GenesisOrganicJuice.com
YOUTHWORKSYOUTHWORKS
3-week summer day camps, 
ages 11-14.

3-week summer day camps, 
ages 11-14.

Explore the outdoors and make new friends! 
Kid-friendly and fun program focuses on 
service learning, conservation and outdoor 
education. Learn more at 541-349-5055 or 
visit us at www.nwyouthcorps.org

Nearby Nature

Summer Daycamps

in Local Parks
Experienced Naturalist Educators

Small groups, Hands-on Learning

Ages 3-11, Weekly SessionsAges 3-11, Weekly SessionsAges 3-11, Weekly SessionsAges 3-11, Weekly SessionsAges 3-11, Weekly Sessions

To register call 687-9699

or visit www.nearbynature.org

   EWEB Sponsored Scholarships available


