
C
hris Uehlein says he heard voices 

growing up. They spoke outside 

of his bedroom; they sang from 

the attic. “Oh, my house was defi nitely 

haunted,” asserts the 20-year-old music 

student. He doesn’t know exactly what the 

ghosts were saying, but they must have 

howled some encouragement his way. A 

musician since his salad days, Uehlein had 

always aspired to support 

himself with his art, but he 

didn’t know how to break 

into the music industry. 

“So I decided to make 

the industry myself,” 

says the enterprising UO 

sophomore. With his 

friend Bryan Oliver and 

the motto “Fuck man, we can do that,” he 

started Haunted House Records, a fi ercely 

independent label that holds radical politics 

and social consciousness near and dear to 

its DIY heart. 

Initially, Haunted House revolved around 

Check’d, a politically driven experimental 

hip-hop group, and Spring Project, a metal 

band, of both of which Uehlein is a member. 

But what began as little more than a vanity 

project has evolved into a legitimate, up-

and-coming label. In the last two years, 

Uehlein has doubled the roster (from two 

to four bands) and expanded his vision 

of Haunted House’s business model. “It’s 

not just music we want to put out,” says 

Uehlein. “It’s more of an art collective … 

I want to put out the stuff from the people 

I believe in, from graphic novels to poetry 

books to paintings.” Recently, the label has 

promoted a status quo-skewering collage 

artist named Fritz as well as “signed” 

(more mutual agreement than a contract) 

Testament, an MC out of Brooklyn, and 

the Alder St. All Stars, a radical bluegrass/

honky-tonk group based 

out of the student-run 

Campbell Club co-op. 

At the core of Haunted 

House Records is a 

subversive, DIY spirit 

that not only unites the 

label’s artists but also just 

makes sense fi nancially. 

Uehlein cuts down on costs by making 

and producing nearly everything in-

house. He records, mixes and masters 

most of the bands at his home studio, 

and he hand-makes all the packaging and 

promotional materials (from 100 percent 

recycled material, of course). It’s this self-

sustainability and business savvy that has 

Uehlein thinking he could do this full-

time for a very long time. Maybe those 

voices from his childhood home keep 

giving him good ideas, but he’s already 

planning to buy property in Portland and 

transform the label into an autarkic artist’s 

co-op. Hopefully, that house will be

haunted, too.      ew 
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Check’d

Boo! Local Label
Turns Two
The voices lead the way

Haunted House Records 

Two-Year Anniversary 

with Check’d,

the Alder St. All Stars

and Testament
9 pm Friday, June 6

Campbell Club, 1670 Alder 
$4 or whatever
you can donate

‘It’s not just music we want to put out. 
It’s more of an art collective…” — Chris Uehlein
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18+ to party • 21+ to drink

SATURDAY NIGHT
DJ TEKNEEK

TONIGHT • DOORS 8PM

F E AT U R I N G

The Skyline
Cold Fire
Altamar

Hallowman
Greenlander

THE LAST BAND

STANDING

 

K N R Q  &  K Z E L  P R E S E N T

LIVE MUSIC
(Blues, Rock, R&B & Swing)

FULL BAR • VIDEO POKER

No Cover Wednesday or Thursday!

EVERY WEDNESDAY:
Irish Session Band

EVERY THURSDAY:
Sing Along with James Cisler

JUNE
FRIDAY, JUNE 6TH

Mo’fessor • $3

SATURDAY, JUNE 7TH

Norman Sylvester Band • $5

FRIDAY, JUNE 13TH

The Vipers Feat. Mo’fessor • $4

SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH

J.C. Rico & Zulu Dragon • $4 

FRIDAY, JUNE 20TH

The West Coast Rhythm Kings • $4

SATURDAY, JUNE 21ST

The Strangetones • $6

FRIDAY, JUNE 27TH

The Valley (Olympic) Boys • $3

SATURDAY, JUNE 28TH

The Love Sisters 
Barb Healy and Deb Cleveland • $5

1626 Willamette, Eugene � 344-8600

Restaruant & night clubRestaruant & night club
in the histroic Vets buildingin the histroic Vets building


