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Sisters Folk Festival, featured performers include 

Rosalie Sorrels, The Waifs, Tim O’Brien, Wailin’ 

Jennys, Keith Greeninger & Dayan Kai, Susan 

Werner, Jackstraw and many more, Sept. 5-7, 

Sisters. www.sistersfolkfestival.com or (541) 

549-4979. $75, $85 after Aug. 1., single-day tickets 

also available.

The Black Crowes, 6:30pm, Edgefi eld, Troutdale. www.

mcmenamins.com or (800) 669-8610. $39.50 adv.

G. Love & Special Sauce, John Butler Trio, Tristan 

Prettyman, 6:30pm, Britt Pavilion, Jacksonville. 

www.brittfest.org or (541) 779-0847. $27-$39.

Melon Festival, grand parade, vendors, games, 

sports, talent show, music and more, Sept. 5-7, 

Riverbend Park, Winston. www.winstonoregon.net 

or (541) 679-0118. Free.

SATURDAY, 9/6

Pendleton Round-Up, parades, barrel racing, 

pageant, night show, barbecue and more, Sept 

10-13, Pendleton. www.pendletonroundup.com 

$14-$18 per day.

G. Love & Special Sauce, John Butler Trio, Tristan 

Prettyman, 6:30pm, Edgefi eld, Troutdale. www.

mcmenamins.com or (800) 669-8610. $29.50 adv.

Bill Evans Soulgrass with Sam Bush, The John 

Jorgenson Quintet, 7pm, Britt Pavilion, Jacksonville. 

www.brittfest.org or (541) 779-0847. $24-$39.

Lewis & Clark Kite Exposition, 10am-4pm, Seaside 

Beach. www.seasideor.com

SUNDAY, 9/7

The Black Crowes, 7:30pm, Britt Pavilion, 

Jacksonville. www.brittfest.org or (541) 779-0847. 

$43-$61.

THURSDAY, 9/11

Mount Angel Oktoberfest, music, beer, food 

chalets, Kindergarten with rides and shows, arts 

and crafts, car show, weiner dog races and more, 

Sept. 11-14, Mount Angel. www.oktoberfest.

org Most events free; small cover charge for the 

Biergarten, Weingarten and Alpinegarten.

SATURDAY, 9/13

SHREWSBURY RENAISSANCE FAIRE Elizabethan 

Revels & Marketplace! Interactive Living History 

Saddle Up!
RIDE A HORSE ON THE COAST OR IN THE MOUNTAINS  by Camilla Mortensen

F
or those of you who have ever dreamed of ambling across the 

mountains on the back of a surefooted horse (think John Wayne 

or Brokeback Mountain) or wading through the surf on a long-

legged steed as the sun sets over the beach (remember The Black 

Stallion?), you can get your chance this summer.

Within an hour’s drive of Eugene, there are a couple of places you 

can saddle up and go for a horseback adventure — even if you don’t 

have a horse of your own.

Billy Outlaw of C&M Stables in Florence says you can have your pick 

of guided rides if you want to experience the salty spray of the ocean or 

wander through the coastal pines on the back of a horse. There’s a “laid 

back” scenic ride along the dunes of the coast, or you can go for a beach 

ride and try a little trotting (Warning: Butt-tenderness is a not-uncommon 

side effect for novice riders after bumping along at the trot).

If you’re a looking for a little romance, C&M offers sunset rides every 

evening, and if you’re feeling tough enough for long hours in the saddle, 

there’s the half-day dune and beach ride.

No worries if the closest you’ve been to a horse is a ride on a merry-

go-round. Just follow the fi rst rule of riding: Keep the horse between 

you and the ground. Outlaw says, “We can accommodate all riders,” so 

inexperience is not a problem. In fact, the dune ride allows children as young as six, and the beach ride allows 8-year-olds. Riders 

under the age of 18 are required to wear helmets, which C&M can supply.

If you do have some horsie know-how, then the morning adventure ride is the one for you. This group is for advanced riders 

and will let you walk, trot and canter down the beach.

The C&M horses come in every size, shape and variety, suitable for wanna-be cowboys and girls from beginners to advanced. You 

might fi nd yourself on a mustang, quarter horse or a spotted appaloosa. “Ain’t too many breeds we don’t have,” says Outlaw.

Wear long pants, preferably not sweatpants, which are “kinda slick in the saddle,” according to Outlaw, and bring a sweatshirt 

for the cool wind on the beach. You may even want to bring along some gloves to keep your hands warm on the reins. Summer 

days on the coast in Oregon can be chilly! Shoes should have a “grippy sole,” he says. You don’t have to have boots, but slides 

and slip-ons are not OK. 

If you want to experience your equine adventure a little closer to home, check out Triangle 5 Ranch, just outside Walterville on 

Hwy 126. The ranch’s rides go through fl at fi elds, forested slopes and oak groves in the McKenzie River Valley. So give it your best 

“Yippie-yi-yo-ki-yay,” saddle up and hit the trails!

For more information, prices and information, contact C&M Stables at www.oregonhorsebackriding.com or (541) 997-7540, and Triangle 5 at www.triangle5.

com or (541) 747-7039. 
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