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UMPQUA GIVES UP THE GOODS AND GREATS
Words by Lance Sparks | Photos by Kat Chinn

regon's glorious Umpqua Valley:
See it, savor it now, tell the
grandkids you were there when ...

.. When the valley still sustained that
small-towny feel in places like Winston,

Elkton, Rice Hill,
Roseburg.

. When the whole region struggled
with changing its identity from a place
defined by logging and milling to a place
where, once again, some might see reborn

even in the “city” of

the dream of living a life by farming (the
same dream that died a century ago,
driving farmers into the woods to log or
into the mills to labor as wage-dogs in
someone else’s business).

When Umpqua wines were just
emerging from the shadows of looming
Callahan Ridge, the sheer escarpment that
stretches a rain-shadow across low-rolling
hills at its feet, to be recognized as among
the very best wines anywhere.
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his should come as no surprise, but,
Tsurprisingly, it still does: There's great

wine in the Umpqua Valley. Not just
good wine, though there's plenty of such,
no, genuinely great: superb, delicious, world-
class. Of course, a reputation for “great” takes
time; in wine, in most cases, name recognition
builds over centuries, and the Umpqua has
had centuries — but not in wine.

In fact, the oldest vineyards in Oregon's
post-Prohibition era are planted in the
Umpqua Valley. In 1961, Richard Sommer,
against expert advice, planted HillCrest
Vineyards, just a little north and west of
Roseburg, in the Riesling grapes that, he
was convinced, would become the defining
varietal of this verdant valley. Well, he was
right: HillCrest Riesling was and still might
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be among the finest, but the valley has
also become home-land to others of the
“noble” varieties (vinis vinifera). The full
range, because the valley affords growers a
wide spectrum of soils, climate and slopes,
from the coolest of the cool in the north
around the homey burg of Elkton, nearly
perfect for pinot noir, to high-heat acreage
suitable for the biggest of the big reds —
cabernet sauvignon, cabernet franc, merlot,
tempranillo, syrah — and the wines, made by
committed and talented makers, have begun
raking in gold medals and winning hearts
and minds of wider-world wine writers.

Heading for the Umpqua Valley is like
taking a trip in time to a land where Oregon'’s
past co-exists with its future. Wend your
way an hour south to a wonderland:
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