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RAIL VS. RUBBER

I'visited Eugene Jan. 24-25 specifically to
ride and analyze the EmX bus line. I’d like
to share my observations and hope they will
add to your debate over streetcars vs. BRT
(cover story, 1/10). I've been an outspoken

mix of uses and economic elements. The
only way to reduce traffic to manageable
levels is to guide future development to
where more households are less separated
from occupation, retail, institution, public
amenity, etc. Such development has the

supporter of light rail and streetcar llnes in
Portland a long time. =
I have that bias. But I
am favorably impressed
with the EmX line.
There are two
overriding aspects of
transit system design
to consider: the transit
system itself and how
transit routes will serve
existing  development
and guide future urban
growth. The latter is
the far more important
consideration. Transit
users are, first of all,
walkers. Because EmX

BUS
RAPID

Trolleys could put LTD back on track, p.as |

T ——————
TATE OF THE CITY « FOREST STEWARDSHIP - VLT - JUNO - SLAVIC FEST |

potentlal to be admirable and equitably
e — distributed throughout
metropolitan areas.

In my opinion, the
EmX system should
succeed as well or

even better than if it
‘ were constructed as

a streetcar line. This
is not to say Eugene
shouldn’t build the
streetcar  line  on
Willamette proposed
in the Jan 24 “Slant”
column.

Because of its
service frequency and
capacity, EmX could

stations are well designed, they should be
seenasanappreciable pedestrianamenity for
users and to surrounding neighborhoods.

I bring up the development consideration
first to elaborate upon a critical 21st century
paradigm — development patterns of the
20th century are failing because they are
obsolete. The more ideal development
pattern now is “infill” rather than sprawl,
strip mall, isolated shopping center and
grandiose super structure.

Infill should create a complementary

form the basis of a “trunkline,” especially if
it were extended west to, say, Garfield, and
some bus lines rerouted to transfer points on
the EmX line. This is how light rail systems
are typically designed to work.

The proposed streetcar line could also
actas a trunkline, similarly creating transfer
points to east/west bus lines through the
center of town where fewer buses could
provide better service. Bus lines throughout
the LTD system can be thus streamlined and
transfer points offer development potential.

ADVERTISERS SPEAK

Sound Marketing
Not Gambling

As a new business I worry about the
success of my advertising. It can seem
hard to identify the results when spend-
ing money with different magazines and
newspapers.

I will say that I was quite surprised with
the phone calls and drop ins I got. Folks
specifically stating they saw our ad in
EW.

Now I know first hand about the impact
EW can have on my business. I know
EW did their job in getting people
through my door.”

-Tuan Bui, Owner
The Astoria Bar and Poker Room

No matter what size your business is today, call us for
an adverising plan to get you where you want to be tomorrow.

EUGENE

Call 484-0519 or visit us at www.eugeneweekly.com

Try something FROM the vegetarian menu!

o Chile Rellefio

o Chile Rellefio Burrito

¢ Chile Rellefio Wet Burrito
* Veggie Taco Salad

® Bean & Cheese Burrito ¢ Cheese Enchilada

® Wet Bean & Cheese Burrito o Cheese Quesadilla

*menu availability varies by location*

MARCH SPECIAL
_0“ ot C}uh Relleno Wet Burr1to$ 5.50 —

® Bean Tostada

¢ Potato Taquitos
 Potato Hard Taco

¢ Bean and Cheese Taco
® Veggic Tamalé

® Veggie Burrito

® Wet Veggie Burrito
¢ Tofu Burrito

* Wet Tofu Burrito

FEDERAL

Credit Union

Investing Locally
Since 1969

O.U.R. &<t tnion

““Refinance your car
& lower your rate
by at least 1%!
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@ Loan Rates as Low as 4 Percent
@ Socially Conscious
® Where Character Still Counts

325 Blair Blvd. Eugene 541-485-1188 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10-4; Friday 9-6

Tickets 434-7000, 868 High St www.theshedd.org

The Shedd Institute

Satu'rday,.%ar 1st_~.-

10:00 am & 1:00 pin PRCIFIC &3 COnTINENTAL

QOOS Only $5.00! - 11:15a playshop included!

"~ The
Frl Sun MarCh 7 9 a C/y John H. Haines, MD
16 artists. 5 sessions. 25 sets. enter Kent A. Karren, MD
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