
lettersletters  TO THE EDITOR

JUST ENDORSE IT

Recently The Register-Guard and The 

Oregonian have editorialized in favor of 

Dave Frohnmayer’s proposal to build a 

UO Nike Arena with $200 million in state 

funds. The R-G has repeatedly suggested 

that Phil Knight’s “Legacy Gift” of $100 

million dollars will be used as a fi nancial 

“backstop.” Past UO donor dramas and a 

patter of recent dismissals would suggest 

that the “gift” is indeed a mechanism but 

would be more accurately described as a 

$100 million trapdoor.

It’s a trapdoor designed to eliminate 

anyone who disagrees with Nike’s Just Do It 

approach to expanding the UO campus and 

transforming the university into a world-

class global marketing opportunity. Recently 

Frohnmayer described his incomplete 

fi nancing information as “a moving 

landscape of developing information.”

If the Legislature denies Frohnmayer 

the $200 million, perhaps his focus will 

change to more reasonable goals, like how 

to raise money to address an estimated $150 

million in deferred maintenance that has 

accumulated at the O.

Zachary Vishanoff

Eugene

HARD TIMES FOR THE POOR

As I write this, it is a very cold, rainy 

January morning. I remember the years I 

spent on the street, in rescue missions and 

mental hospitals. I remember the hundreds 

of men who lived like ghosts around 

me, distant spirits unbound by family or 

relationships of any kind, men broken, 

trying to keep alive by daydreams and 

illusions.

If God is Spirit, that which is generated 

by a common people on a common journey, 

then our God is truly dead, for we are not a 

common people, and we are certainly not 

on a common journey. Reagan’s spirit lives 

on in the suffering of the very poor. The 

far right devastated housing programs, and 

now the homeless pay the price.

When times were good, logging trucks 

clogged the highways, bringing timber to 

the mills. Much of that wood was from the 

property of the very poor, National Forest 

land. Yet no poor person ever saw a penny 

of the profi ts from the sale of their property, 

not really.

And now times are bad and threatening 

to get even worse. Now there is no money 

for public shelters and housing. The question 

in my mind has been for a long time not, 

“Why is there crime?” but instead, “Why 

isn’t there more crime, more violence of the 

poor against the rich?” The very poor have 

been silent for too long.

Hugh Massengill

Eugene

LETTER TO MAYOR PIERCY

Dear Madam Mayor,

Years ago, as a bookseller at a beloved 

(but underappreciated) downtown 

bookstore that has since closed its doors, 

I listened with interest as then-Mayor 
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8 Locations in Eugene and Springfield

$5.50

Try something FROM the vegetarian menu!
• Veggie Burrito
• Wet Veggie Burrito
• Tofu Burrito
• Wet Tofu Burrito
• Bean & Cheese Burrito
• Wet Bean & Cheese Burrito

*menu availability varies by location*

• Bean Tostada
• Potato Taquitos
• Potato Hard Taco
• Bean and Cheese Taco 
• Veggie Tamalé

• Chile Relleño
• Chile Relleño Burrito
• Chile Relleño Wet Burrito
• Veggie Taco Salad
• Cheese Enchilada
• Cheese Quesadilla

FEBRUARY SPECIAL

Large Veggie NachosON 

     
 NOW!

Indulge in a little Ecstacy!

Available
locally at: 
Market of Choice, Sundance, 
The Kiva, Capella, Red Barn, 
Friendly Market & More

485-7726
P.O. Box 5680

Eugene, OR 97405

Aphrodite’s 
Love Oil

This is a delightful 
all natural edible massage 

oil that is sure to be a fa-
vorite! Aphrodisiac herbs 
are infused in an organic 

olive oil base, then fi ltered, 
lightly sweetened with 
stevia, & fl avored with 

vanilla & orange essential 
oils.  An incredible erotic 

massage experience.

Love Oil 
Lip Balm
Made with our infamous 
Love Oil, these lip balms 
are a delightful blend of 
Aphrodisiac & Healing 
Herbs to entice, intrigue 
& arouse you! 

Vanilla/Orange fl avored

Available in Regular 
& Tinted

www.terra rmabotanicals.com

Tickets 434-7000, 868 High St            www.theshedd.org

The Shedd  Institute

Brazilian
Guitar

Festival
Saturday, Feb 9

The Shedd

Sérgio & Odair Assad
Romero Lubambo

Badi Assad
Celso Machado

Dr. David Lippincott
Concert Sponsor

Carolina Chocolate Drops

The Bad Plus

Thursday 

02.14

Wednesday 02.20


