
Career Training
WRITERS WANTED The Academy for
Alternative Journalism, established by
papers like this one to promote diversity
in the alternative press, seeks talented
journalists and students (college seniors
and up) for a paid summer writing pro-
gram at Northwestern University’s Medill
School of Journalism. The eight-week pro-
gram (June 22 - August 17, 2008) aims to
recruit talented candidates from diverse
backgrounds and train them in alt-weekly
style feature writing. Ten participants will
be chosen and paid $3,000 plus housing
and travel allowances. For information and
an application visit aaj.aan.org. You may
also email us at altacademy@northwest-
ern.edu. Applications must be postmarked
by February 8, 2008. Northwestern
University is an equal opportunity educa-
tor and employer.(AAN CAN)

Business Opportunities
OUTDOOR YOUTH COUNSELOR. Do you
love the outdoors and helping troubled
teens? Immediate openings at Eckerd out-
door therapeutic programs in NC, TN, GA,
FL, VT, NH, and RI. Year-round residential
position, free room/board, competitive
salary/benefits. Info and apply online:
http://www.eckerdyouth.org. Or fax
resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-442-
5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS, actors, models! Make
$100-$300/day. No experience required,
meet celebrities, full/part time, all looks
needed. Call now! 1-800-556-6103, ext. 528.
(AAN CAN)

DATA ENTRY Processors needed! Earn
$3,500-$5,000 weekly working from home!
Guaranteed paychecks! No experience nec-
essary! Positions available today! Register
online now! http://www.BigPayWork.com
(AAN CAN)

HELP WANTED. Earn extra income assem-
bling CD cases from home. No experience
necessary. Start immediately. 1-800-405-
7619 ext. 150. http://www.easywork-great-
pay.com (AAN CAN) 

MAKE $150/HOUR Get Paid Cash for Your
Opinion!  Earn $5 to $75 to fill out simple
surveys online.  Start NOW!
http://www.paidchoice.com (AAN CAN)

$700,-$800,000 FREE CASH GRANTS/PRO-
GRAMS-2007! Personal bills, School,
Business/Housing. Approx. $49 billion
unclaimed 2006! Almost everyone qualifies!
Live operators. Listings, 1-800-592-0362,
ext. 235 (AAN CAN)

POST OFFICE jobs available! Avg. pay
$20/hour or $57K annually, including Federal
Benefits and OT. Paid training, Vacations.
PT/FT. 1-866-616-7019 USWA. (AAN CAN)

Bicycles
BIKES, ETC. All makes/models. Variety
new/used parts, local shop, repair. Dave,
653-0559. Auto repair with service calls

.

Building Materials
BEAUTIFUL VERGINIAN CHERRY LAMINATE
flooring,  must sell. $.95/sq. ft.,  541-255-
3390.

BEST DEAL! Laminate Wood Flooring.
$.79/sq. ft. w/warranty. 541-255-2911.

Hot Tubs/Pools
SPA, NEVER used. 30 jets. Therapy seats,
mood lights. Warranty. Can deliver. Worth
$6k, will sell for $2,950. 503-566-7452.

Misc.
$8 PRESCRIPTION Eyeglasses. Custom
made to your prescription, stylish plastic or
metal frame, Highindex, UV protection, anti-
scratch lens, case, lenscloth for only $8.
Also available: Rimless, Titanium, Children’s,
Bifocals, Progressives, Suntints, ARcoating,
etc.. http://ZENNIOPTICAL.COM (AAN CAN)

Pet/Supplies
DARLING KITTENS boy/girl, 4 months, black
& white (lots of white), fixed, shots. $25
adoption fee spays next stray...spay it for-
ward! 782-2886.

TV
50-INCH HITACHI big screen TV model 50
SBX70B with remote. $499. Good condition.
Works great. 2 year warranty. Pickup in Blue
River. 822-6000 or Greg@pacinfo.com.

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD CALL 484.0519

¡ASK A MEXICAN!
BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO

Dear Mexican: The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

reports that Mexican-Americans have the highest proportion of

D.U.I.s and alcohol-related traffic fatalities of any ethnic group (60

percent as opposed to 40 percent for Caucasians — they’re even

substantially higher than any other Latino group). I apologize that

this question isn’t wisecracky, but that statistic is terrible. What’s the

deal with all the boozy driving and carnage? — Sick of Sangre

Dear Gabacho: You’re right about the hor-

ridness of the above stats, wrong about the

stats. The NHTSA doesn’t regularly keep

track of ethnicity and alcohol-related crash-

es — its last comprehensive report was

Ethnicity and Alcohol-Related Fatalities:

1990 to 1994 — and that survey found

Native Americans were the ethnic group

most likely to die in a drunk-driving acci-

dent, with Mexicans following. The pro-

portions you cited were also wrong: the

correct figures are 54.6 percent for

Mexicans, and 44.2 percent for gabachos. Don’t

think I’m splitting hairs here — alcoholism amongst

Mexicans is a blight as terrible as Carlos Mencia — but I wanted to at least

establish the facts before moving on to theories. 

Why more drinking and driving amongst Mexicans? I can toss out ideas —

culture, peer pressure, the sirenic taste of Herradura tequila begging for just

one more shot before calling it a night — but they’re all lacking. One expla-

nation that definitely isn’t valid is machismo, at least as a uniquely Mexican

phenomenon. According to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and

Alcoholism’s 2003 paper “Alcohol Use and Related Problems Among Ethnic

Minorities in the United States,” that theory “isn’t supported by research

findings … Close examination of machismo among White, Black and

Mexican American men … has shown that machismo is related to alcohol

use among men irrespective of ethnic group and that it is not a valid explana-

tion for the high levels of drinking among Mexican Americans.” Honestly,

there is no answer for your pregunta, Sick of Sangre — alcohol and logic

repel each other like “border” and “enforcement.”

I’m wondering if güero is related to gwailo, the Cantonese slur for a

white person (the world is literally “ghost man”). A Chinese language

site defines a related word, waigwailo, as gringo. Another interesting

similarity is the word waraji which is the Japanese word for a tradition-

al sandal made of rope  (wara is a kind of rope). It sounds like

huarache. Another mystery: Is chingao Cantonese? — Secret Asian Man

Dear Chinito: Interesting similarities — really reaffirms my belief in the

Jungian concept of universal archetypes. Alas, it’s just wishful thinking on

both of our parts. As I explained a couple of months ago in this column,

güero comes from the medieval Spanish word, guerar, which referred to

brooding chickens and originally had nothing to do with color (fascinating

side note: guerar shares the same Indo-European root word as warm —

güow!). Huarache, meanwhile, comes from the Tarasco language of

Michoacán and not from Hasekura Tsunenaga, the 17th-century samurai who

traveled through modern-day Mexico on the way to visit the Pope; urban leg-

end has it that the Mexicans who greeted Tsunenaga saw his warajis and

Hispanicized the word to describe their own sandals. And chingao is the past

participle of the verb chingar (which can mean many aggressive things, from

“to fuck” to “to fuck up” to “to fuck someone up”) but put through the ol’

elision máquina. The Royal Spanish Academy, the world’s preeminent body

for the study of Spanish, states that chingar is derived from a Romany term

meaning “to fight.” I appreciate the intercultural goodwill, Secret Asian Man,

but unfortunately any Chinese or Japanese influences to Mexican Spanish is

mostly contained to the schoolyard refrain “Chino, chino, japones: come caca

y no me des (Chinese, Chinese, Japanese: eat shit, and don’t give me any).”

And we Mexicans wonder why more chinitos don’t march alongside us dur-

ing amnesty rallies …

Gustavo Arellano is an investigative reporter on staff at the OC Weekly in Orange County, California.
His "¡Ask a Mexican!" column began in 2004 and today is syndicated in 32 publications nationwide.
He is also the author of a book by the same name. An extensive interview with Arellano can be found
in the EW archives online for Nov. 29, 2007. 

SURFACE  DESIGN
WORKSHOP

Intricate techniques on velvet and silk:
Burn-out, Discharge with overdye

Cost: $75.00 • February 2 & 3 • 9AM to 5PM
No experience necessary.

Roni Simone
WWW.SIMONEDESIGN.COM

729-3913 

Greenhill
❊ Pet of the Week ❊
Everybody deserves a good home

541-689-1503 • www.green-hill.org
88530 Greenhill Rd 

Hours: Fri-Tu 11am-6pm • Closed Wednesday & Thursday

Whiskers is an 
all black year-old 
kitty who came 
to Greenhill as 
a cared for stray. 
She has a calm 
personality and 
loves attention. 
Whiskers likes 

to be held and will make a great companion 
and lap cat. She gets along with other cats and 
children. She is litter box trained and ready for 
adoption. Be sure to visit this wonderful pet at 
Greenhill Humane Society, located at 88530 Green 
Hill Road in Eugene. Hours are Friday through 
Tuesday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Visit www.green-hill.org 
to see all the pets we have available for adoption!
 

MUSIC
LESSONS...
Free  Jam ses s ions ,  
group gu i tar/mus i c  theory  c las ses ,  
Gui tar  Center  d i s count s  and  
a  great  s ta f f  guarantee  your  
pos i t i ve  learn ing  exper ience .

Now accepting students of  all ages and all levels. 

We specialize in 
guitar, bass, drums,
keyboard, vocal, sax,
violin, harmonica,
banjo and flute. 

Call today 
683-9000

www.eugeneweekly.com
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