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BYRD REPORTS
BACK FROM
CLIMATE
TALKS

If labor doesn’t take a
lead role in dealing with
global warming, then busi-
ness and industry will, turning
solutions for global warming
into a means for increasing corpo-
rate profit at the expense of workers,
according to AFL-CIO Secretary-
Treasurer Barbara Byrd.

Byrd joined 85 other trade unionists from
around the world, including 25 from unions
in North America, at the U.N. Climate
Change Conference in Bali earlier in
December and reported back last week.

“I was struck by several things,” Byrd told
the union’s Weekly Update. “First, the scien-
tific evidence is overwhelming that global
warming is occurring faster than expected,
with devastating consequences. Even the
Bush administration has finally acknowl-
edged the scientific data.

“Second, the rest of the world, and our
brothers and sisters in the global union move-
ment, feel a great sense of urgency to deal
with the climate crisis. We have much to
learn from them.

“And finally, we have an opportunity to
deal with the crisis in a way that will create
jobs and increase social justice, not just here
in the U.S. but around the world.”

Byrd said the WTO was a strong presence in
Bali, “trying to convince us that free trade will
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solve global warming. We know what a false
promise free trade has been when it comes to
economic development in general. We must act
now to move our own agenda of green jobs, so-
cial equity, and global solidarity.”

Byrd called for convening a Blue Ribbon
Committee on Climate Change to research
the issue and help develop policy positions;
participating in the governor’s
stakeholder meetings on the
Western Climate
Initiative; continuing to

work with the Oregon
Apollo Alliance
around its green jobs
agenda; and develop-
ing educational pre-
sentations for union af-

filiates.
More information can
be found online

(www.aflcio.org); search for “Bali.”

RESENTENCING
DATE SET
FOR LUERS

A resentencing date has been set for con-
victed Eugene eco-arsonist Jeffrey “Free”
Luers, who is now is in the Lane County Jail.
A hearing has been scheduled for Jan. 8 in
Lane County Circuit Court, according to his
supporters. The date is subject to change.

Space in the courtroom is very limited, so
Luers’ supporters are asking that only family
and close friends plan to attend the hearing,
and they are also asking that “things are kept
low-key — any protest or similar activity
would be acting against the wishes of Jeff and
his family.”

Earlier this year. the Oregon Court of
Appeals reversed Luers’ 22-year, eight-
month sentence for setting fire to three SUVs

* The Bush-appointed Federal Communications Commission voted this month
to loosen media ownership rules and allow broadcast media owners in major mar-
kets to also own a newspaper. The FCC is claiming Americans now have a broad di-
versity of news sources available via the Internet and cable TV, so media monopo-
lies are not really a problem. This vote came despite a massive public outcry
against consolidation. What was the point of the long public hearings? The deci-
sion defied the concerns of 99 percent of those testifying.

Whoever controls the media controls the message, and when it comes to chain
ownership of media, corporate accountants control the message through the
budget. Investigative reporting is expensive. Foreign correspondents are expen-
sive. Rehashing press releases is cheap. Big advertisers are not to be offended.
There are exceptions, of course. A struggling locally owned newspaper or broad-
cast station might be bought out by a chain and actually improve its content
through more professional management (eliminating nepotism) and an infusion of
capital. But overall, consolidation has led to mainstream media providing less sub-
stantive content, and driving small, independent media out of the market. Twenty
years ago, 29 major media owners shared at $100 billion media enterprise. Today,
six media conglomerates control a $400 billion enterprise and thousands of inves-
tigative reporter positions have been cut. Democracy requires not only a healthy
mix of voices, but also an army of journalists keeping a close eye on government,
business and the arts.

What can be done about the FCC's arrogant decision? The commission may
have snoozed through the public testimony, but the FCC cannot so easily ignore
Congress. A bipartisan group of 26 U.S. senators has announced an effort to over-
rule the decision. The public can support this effort through contacting senators
or participating in an online petition through MoveOn (www.moveon.org).
Lawsuits are also in the works, though they could drag on for years.

« Speaking of media consolidation, what's happening with Oregon Public
Broadcasting's plans to buy KOPT-AM 1600, the local Air America affiliate? Will it
affect local programming? We've asked both KOPT and OPB for updates but
haven't heard much during the holidays. A few rumors are circulating. One rumor
is that OPB does not have any plans for local programming — everything will be
canned. But the FCC requires local broadcast stations to provide some public in-
terest local programming. Whether OPB will do more than the minimum is the real
issue. Another rumor is that KLCC is not really happy about the OPB expansion
into its market despite public statements to the contrary. We checked with Steve
Barton, the big cheese at KLCC, and he tells us there “probably are” some folks
associated with the station “who aren't happy about this, but I'm definitely not
one of those." He also thinks the “community can benefit by having OPB here.”

Lane County listeners, depending on their location and equipment, can actu-
ally pick up six public radio stations. KLCC, KRVM, OPB, KWAX, JPR and KWVA can
be found on the dial, according to Amy Pincus Merwin, who has the “Inform
Radio" show on KWVA.

Air America in Lane County is about to go away as commercial KOPT becomes
public radio KOPT. How about a group of local folks getting together to buy some
struggling local radio station, pick up Air America and other national progressive
programming and add local progressive talk every day? The nice thing about Air
America programming is that it doesn't cost the station much since it comes pack-
aged with national advertising. The KOPT commercial model of mixing local and
national content might work with some tweaking.

Local public affairs programming, including progressive or centrist talk radio, is
an important part of the media mix in any community. Will KLCC and/or OPB fill
that gap? KLCC is promising changes as it moves to its new facilities Jan. 4, and
the station is expanding its geographic reach with new transmitters. “We have dis-
cussed with OPB the possibility of expanding local talk programming,” Barton tells
us, “but it's still in the discussion stage.”

+ Looking for bargains after Christmas? Support our advertisers, please, but also
check out local thrift stores. So many people make year-end donations for tax
purposes that the stores have more good merchandise than they can display.
Buying used stuff is another great way to recycle.

+ We heard in an email from Bijou manager Louise Thomas that Bijou owner
Michael Lamont, who opened our favorite art movie house in October of 1980,
passed away on Dec. 22 at the age of 62. As we get more news, we'll post it to the
blog (blogs.eugeneweekly.com). Our condolences to all at the Bijou and to
Lamont's family.

SLANT includes short opinion pieces, observations and rumor-chasing notes compiled by the EW staff. Heard
any good rumors lately? Contact Ted Taylor at 484-0519, editor@eugeneweekly.com
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