
entertainment?

Having a problem with the caricature?

“Ask the EW” if they would kindly caricature

a different representative from the population

each week so that we can all be amused or dis-

gusted, depending on our own hypersensitiv-

ity.

Or, we can stop this nonsense of playing

the minority-group card and unite to defy the

voracious, evil triad of militarism, corpo-

ratism and organized religion that dominates

and wastes our lives and destroys our planet’s

wellbeing.

By tolerating the excuses of a particular

group for not confronting these three evils

head-on, we support the endurance of fascism

— no matter what “¡Ask a Mexican!” does or

does not do.

Robert Simms

Corvallis

BICYCLING NOT PRACTICAL
Being a car-free, everyday transportational

cyclist (who willingly sold his car), it doesn’t

surprise me much that bicycle transportation

in Eugene is declining. With the much-enam-

ored multi-use trails here, which are often con-

gested and slow, and the dangerous, trash-

filled bike lanes I frequently have to avoid

(while suffering the wrath of militant Eugene

motorists), there remains little that makes bi-

cycle transportation here a useful and enjoy-

able endeavor.

Only after people get past the delusion that

the illustrious peak oil is upon us that will sup-

posedly drive throngs of Eugene motorists to

start riding their bikes will things really start to

improve. Despite this fanciful vision, there’s

no denying that Eugene (despite its supposed

environmental tendencies) is a pro-motoring

town and will continue to be that way. Neither

peak oil nor global warming will change that.

That is the city’s infrastructure, and it is the en-

vironment that bicycle transportation will

have to work within for the foreseeable future. 

I think at this point the only way to make

bicycle transportation more popular and use-

ful is to start teaching cyclists to operate like

vehicle drivers rather than rolling pedestrians,

teaching motorists to be civil and to share the

public roads, enforcing the traffic laws even-

handedly and fostering a more cooperative

transportation environment between motorists

and cyclists. Every traffic lane is a bike lane. 

And how about some more bicycle parking

(I still go to grocery stores and restaurants just

like all the motorists out there)? It’s a fraction

of the cost of car parking spots and multi-level

garages. Otherwise bicycle transportation here

will just be the in-laws throwing the kid’s

bikes on the Winnebago for a Sunday stroll on

the West Bank path.

Ryan Conrad

Eugene

OUCH!
From City Club of Eugene’s ad in EW Dec.

13, and I quote:

“A DOZEN ANSWERS TO THIS QUES-

TION: If you could give the comminity any

gift, what would you give and why?”

Wait! Let me answer that. A dictionary, be-

cause it’s obvious why.

Glenn Leonard

Eugene

THEY WILL CATCH UP
I am indeed bemused. When I first read the

title “¡Ask a Mexican!,” I was astonished and

prepared to be disgusted. It turned out to be hi-

larious, and the satire was indeed delicious. I

anxiously anticipated the fallout. The very

people who attacked Arellano first are well in-

tentioned champions themselves. So, no harm

done, I’m sure they’ll catch up soon.

Moving on, I breach the subject of honesty

and tact. The Savage twist on what’s good for

the goose is not necessarily good for the gan-

der was also hilarious. Once again, the well in-

tentioned are hoisted by their own petard.

People! Please! If you can’t laugh at your-

self, how can I take you seriously?

Thomas L. Twyford II

Eugene

STOP SEX ADS
Please stop running sex ads in your paper. I

know this issue has been discussed before, but

please consider it anew. I read in the fall issue

of Ms. magazine that sex ads are often fronts

for human trafficking. Some highlights:

According to the article, in one study of sex

workers, “69 percent said they had been iso-

lated, confined or restrained by pimps; two

percent suffered daily or near-daily abuse.”

And the CEO of one publishing company

which has stopped running sex ads was quoted

saying: “To actually be an accessory to crime

by providing advertising space for prostitution

undercuts our mission as newspaper publish-

ers and as reporters and journalists … Other

companies know in their heart of hearts that

these ads are for prostitution and they just con-

tinue to accept them because they’re addicted

… to the revenue.”

Please take responsibility for what you

publish in your paper. Stop running sex ads

now!

Mary Van Brocklin

Corvallis

The New Story
Our destiny whispers in our ears

II’
ve written on several occasions that the old story of downtown has to die be-

fore a new story can begin. But that’s probably wrong. Stories, like eras, always

overlap. They slide easily over one another like slippery fish. Before long,

though, the top tale fades and is replaced by another. But downtown’s story sits within

the larger tale of metropolitan Eugene which continues to evolve in unpredictable ways.

But no, that’s wrong too. Listen to the oracular winds and you will hear tomorrow’s head-

lines announcing what’s to come.

It will yet come to pass that:

1. PETA will finally force the Eugene City Hall to take off its “fir coat,” letting in new

light on the selective use of the earthquake code to tear down buildings you don’t like. 

2. The mayor and six members of the City Council will take up wearing hearing aids. 

3. The new City Manager will have a controlling interest in a large broom factory and

hire former City Manager Vicki Elmer to help with the cleaning. 

4. Outside consultants will no longer be brought in and paid enormous sums to advise

us where to eat and what to have for dinner. A transportation consultant from Florida,

however, will tell us how to get from here to there. 

5. In the new year Newman’s Fish will move to West Broadway and add a “Hugh n’

Chips Special” to its popular take-out menu. 

6. The last investigative reporter in Lane County will win the coveted Zagorin Prize for

uncovering the secret scandal of how our North Park Block was illegally and improperly

turned into a parking garage. Advanced warning to younger readers: This is a sordid,

lurid, fascinating, dirty mess. Don’t watch. 

7. The latest fads in planning will turn out to be the latest fads in planning. This realiza-

tion will lead us to better rehearse and tease out the sometimes-unwanted consequences

of our planning modes and codes. Instead of form-based codes, we’ll make them

Informed-based Codes. 

8. B&B will one again become a delicious aperitif instead of the wrath of the right or a

laxative for the left. 

9. John Musumeci will publicly and graciously apologize to Councilor Bonny Bettman

and hire her as his personal financial consultant. 

10. Mayor Kitty will give Arlie and Co. the recognition it deserves for having created

Crescent Village, our first major nodal development. 

11. Councilor Betty Taylor will win re-election in a landslide when her opponent’s rela-

tive youth, inexperience and unwillingness to take a stand on free parking downtown be-

come issues. 

12. Commissioner Rob Handy will turn out to be. 

13. “The Market,” cornered, will finally admit it does not

know what to do about everything, especially those things that mat-

ter most to our post-consumer humanity. 

14. The musical, Who Butters My Bread, His Song I Sing, featuring the Chamber

Singers, will open at the new West Broadway Theater in Eugene. 

15. The new park across from the Eugene Public Library will feature pleasure boating,

urban fishing and rafting on Sears Lake. 

16. Building out and not up will continue to appeal to a housing industry that remains

saddled with a one-trick, one-story, ranch-house pony with a suburban spread. 

17. The now known flaws of tax-increment financing will be taken up by the state

Legislature, which will be unable to tax itself to fully understand it. Albert Einstein once

said, “Only ten people in the world really understand tax-increment financing, and I’m not

one of them.” 

18. Neighborhoods will all extol the benefits to the community of increased urban den-

sities in other neighborhoods. 

19. The EmX extension to West Eugene will, after much debate, decide against the

West 11th, Amazon, and 6th-7th alternate routes and choose the quantum option, leaping

from downtown to Veneta without ever having disturbed (or served) anyone or anything

in between. There will be no thought of ever connecting to the airport, since only the

people who can’t afford to drive to Portland would ever take it. 

20. Shelley Poticha’s wonderful book on trolleys will be chosen for “Reading in the

Rain” and usher in the creation of a Willamette Street High Density Transportation

Corridor and Return to the River. Her father will sell his Porsche and ride that trolley. 

21. Civic Stadium will be sensitively restored using funds generously provided by The

Steroid Foundation. 

22. The Eugene Millrace will become a model urban watershed and lead us back to the

Willamette Riverfront, causing Charlie Porter to rise from the dead to say, “I told you so,”

and impeach the Supreme Court and the Present Occupant while he’s still up and at it. 

23. Skidoo! The Willamette River will speak to us again saying, “Remember, our des-

tinies are one.” 

Design, they say, is about changing existing situations into preferred ones. The task

now is to light up the imagination with what is genuinely preferred, believed possible and

worth the effort. When that new story is adequately shared and abundantly possessed,

the old unsustainable one — the one smelling like old fish — will have slipped away. 

The New Story whispers in the ears that hear it coming. It sends images to the eyes

that see it forming and new words to the tongues (some of them in cheeks) that seek to

tell its tale.

Jerry Diethelm is a Eugene architect, landscape architect and planning and design consultant. 
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