
Volunteer Opportunities
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for SARA’s Treasures
thrift shop & cat adoption center. Your fun,
rewarding 5 hour shift per week will help us
save lives! www.sarastreasures.org. 871
River Road, Eugene (541) 607-8892.

Career Training
EARN TO WORK LESS AT HOME!  (800)408-
8618 x7001

WRITERS WANTED The Academy for
Alternative Journalism, established by
papers like this one to promote diversity in
the alternative press, seeks talented jour-
nalists and students (college seniors and
up) for a paid summer writing program at
Northwestern University’s Medill School of
Journalism. The eight-week program (June
22 - August 17, 2008) aims to recruit talent-
ed candidates from diverse backgrounds
and train them in alt-weekly style feature
writing. Ten participants will be chosen and
paid $3,000 plus housing and travel
allowances. For information and an applica-
tion visit aaj.aan.org. You may also email us
at altacademy@northwestern.edu.
Applications must be postmarked by
February 8, 2008. Northwestern University
is an equal opportunity educator and
employer.(AAN CAN)

Business Opportunities
HELP WANTED. Earn extra income assem-
bling CD cases from home. No experience
necessary. Start immediately. 1-800-405-
7619 ext. 150. www.easywork-greatpay.com
(AAN CAN) 

LOOKING FOR a relaxed, professional Real
Estate office with a great reputation?
Locally owned company ready to add hard
working, ethical, newer and established
agents. Call Jonathan or Sharon, 743-0760.
Friends & Neighbors Realty Group 1283
Lincoln Eugene

PACKAGES PROCESSING manager  MAIL
PACKAGES from home without leaving your
current job. Easy! Ship parcels from our
clients. Get paid $24 per parcel Info: global-
post.biz/vacancies.html

MAKE $150/HOUR Get Paid Cash for Your
Opinion!  Earn $5 to $75 to fill out simple
surveys online.  Start NOW!
http://www.paidchoice.com (AAN CAN)

DISCOVER “INCOME for Life”  Secrets of the
rich revealed on the Internet: www.web-
site.ws/djstoltz

$700-$800,000 FREE CASH GRANTS-2007!
Personal bills, School, Business, Housing.
Approx. $49 billion unclaimed 2006! Almost
everyone qualifies! Live operators. Listings,
1-800-592-0362, ext. 235 (AAN CAN)

POST OFFICE jobs available! Avg. pay
$20/hr. or $57K annually, including federal
benefits and OT. Paid training, vacations.
PT/FT. 1-866-616-7019 USWA. (AAN CAN)

CHANGE YOUR LIFE! Achieve success, good-
will, wealth, love, peace & prosperity. Why
wait? Order your CD today, a great gift for
everyone. www.pathwaytojoy.com (AAN CAN)

DATA ENTRY Processors needed! Earn
$3,500-$5,000 weekly working from home!
Guaranteed paychecks! No experience nec-
essary! Positions available today! Register
online now! www.BigPayWork.com (AAN CAN)

MOVIE EXTRAS, actors, models! Make $100-
$300/day. No experience required, meet
celebrities, full/part time, all looks needed.
Call now! 1-800-556-6103, ext. 528. (AAN CAN)

OUTDOOR YOUTH COUNSELOR. Do you love
the outdoors and helping troubled teens?
Immediate openings at Eckerd outdoor ther-
apeutic programs in NC, TN, GA, FL, VT, NH,
and RI. Year-round residential position, free
room/board, competitive salary/benefits.
Info and apply online: www.eckerdyouth.org.
Or fax resume to Career Advisor/AN, 727-442-
5911. EOE/DFWP (AAN CAN)

Art
NEW ZONE Art Collective Gallery Store
Tues.-Sat. 12-6 pm thru Dec. 683-0759 164 W.
Broadway-objet d’ art, jewelry, cards, prints,
glass, toys.

Bicycles
BIKES, ETC. All makes/models. Variety
new/used parts, local shop, repair. Dave,
653-0559. Auto repair with service calls.

Building Materials
BREATHTAKING CHERRY LAMINATE Wood
flooring, $.95/sf, 4” wide. 541-255-3390.

FLOORING- PREMIUM Laminate-very best
quality. Maintenance free. $.79/sf-2100/sf in
boxes/will divide. 541-255-2911.

Clothing
UNBELIEVABLE DESIGNER CLOTHES sizes
0-8, handbags, shoes, belts, and accesories.
All priced to sell.  phone 746-6222   913-5592

Garage Sales
‘GREEN SCENE Holiday Happening!’
Weekends thru 12/23. Quality ‘recycled’
gifts, (‘cheap’ in price only!) Arty
peace/enviro/dissent pins $1 (benefit) 2510
Augusta St. (other homes?) Info 337-3229.

IMPORT SALE Hand made treasures from
Viet Nam, Nepal and Thailand. Buddhist
items, statues, silk clothing, jewelry, etc. Sat
& Sun Dec 8, 9, 15, 16. Noon to 5 pm. 2241
Alder St. (2 blocks from Sundance Foods).
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¡ASK A MEXICAN!
BY GUSTAVO ARELLANO

Dear Mexican: I'm sad that there aren't more Mexicans here in the
Detroit area.  We're one of the few areas in the country that is pre-
dominately Catholic. We’ve welcomed wave after wave of Catholic
immigrants for well over a hundred years, and they’ve intermingled
and blended into our local society and culture.  In the past, we've
accepted the Irish, the Italians, the Poles, the Ukrainians, and the
Chaldeans—all Catholic—and they've been welcomed into a local society
that shares the same beliefs and underlying cultural values.

Additionally, we're a strong Blue state with values most of our
mexicano friends would find intimately
familiar. Despite all this, our metro area
has the lowest population of Mexican-
Americans in the entire Estados Unidos.
Where's the love? — El Pulimento
Irlandés Católico

Dear Polack-Mick Papist: Appreciate the

amor, but gotta get your facts correcto.

Though Metro Detroit’s Mexican commu-

nity is tiny (about five percent, according to

the latest Census estimates), it’s not the

smallest such enclave of the 25 largest metro-

politan areas in the United States—the St. Louis

(2%), Pittsburgh (1.3%), Cincinnati (1.28%) and Baltimore (2.2%) areas all

have smaller wab populations. But your point is well-taken, and prompted an

epiphany from the Mexican. Gentle readers: consider the history of our great

Republic. Think of the most-notorious immigrants groups (legal or not), the

ones whom gabachos ridiculed for big families, booze binges, and propensity

to commit crimes: Irish, Poles, Italians, Hungarians, Czechs and Mexicans. The

common thread? Catholicism. Refry this hypothesis: most of the anti-Mexican

sentiment is actually anti-Catholic sentiment, and it’s a carryover from the still-

unfinished war between Elizabethan England (white, English, Protestant) and

Imperial Spain (Hispanic, Latin, Catholic) that rages for supremacy of the

Americas. Manifest Destiny was just one volley in the battle, and Mexican

mass migration is a logical flank maneuver in response. Call me crazy if you

must, but it’s a much more plausible conspiracy theory than, say, the NAFTA

Super-Highway. And don't worry, Polack-Mick Papist: Mexicans are working

their way to Detroit, one reconquista-ed town at a time.

I teach in Spanish and English to migrant students (young adults,
mostly) who are getting ready to take the GED.  I’ve learned about a
lot more than just language in the last year and a half. We were talking
about the concept of fairies the other day—or rather, I was, because
my Mexican/Dominican/Guatemalan/Ecuadorian students had never
heard about the concept before. In Northern European folklore, there
are small magical folk who might help good people (children, specifical-
ly) with their chores, and might make it very difficult for bad people to
get their work done. Is there anything similar in Mexican folklore? I
thought maybe with the Mayan/Aztec influence, there might be some-
thing like fairies. — La Maestra

Dear Gabacha Teacher: Mexican folklore is vast, varies by region, and depend-

ent a bit too much on the Devil and wailing women, but fairies and other non-

midget phantasmagorical little people do enchant the Mexican mind. In the

1932 classic The Magic and Mysteries of Mexico: Arcane Secrets and Occult

Lore of the Ancient Mexicans and Maya, famed folklorist Lewis Spence noted

in hilariously antiquated fashion, "The fairy and her kind were as familiar to

the Red man as to the White, for the excellent reason that throughout all his

geographical ventures and peregrinations man has always been accompanied

by these invisible playmates as well as by his gods and other more exalted trib-

al patrons." He identifies two types: the Tepictoton (whom helped farmers with

their crops when causing desmadre) and the Cihuateteo, dead women whom

cast diseases on children. "Like the fairies of Europe," Spence writes, "they

were associated with the moon, and an examination of their pranks throws a

strong comparative light upon European fairyhood." Not only that, but Mexico

also believes in the world’s greatest sprite: Juan Gabriel, the bronze contempo-

rary to Elton John but with better hair, tunes and moves. ¡Al Noa Noa, JuanGa!

Gustavo Arellano is an investigative reporter on staff at the OC Weekly in Orange County, California. His
"¡Ask a Mexican!" column began in 2004 and today is syndicated in 32 publications nationwide. He is
also the author of a book by the same name. An extensive interview with Arellano can be found in the EW
archives online for Nov. 29, 2007. Arellano can be contacted at TheMexican@AskAMexican.net

Announcing
a Life Union
For just $32 you can place a

1/32 ad to proclaim your
Life Union in Eugene Weekly.

Your ad would be listed with
Announcements in our

Classified section.

Actual ad size 2.25” x 1.542”

Includes picture and up to 30 words.

Call 484-0519

Sam &

Kelly

celebrated
their

life union
Aug. 8, 2007

SALSA DANCE
FFRRIIDDAAYY,,  DDEECC..    1144tthh ••  LIVE from Mexico!

CUMBIAMBEROS!

BBaaiillee  CCuummbbiiaa  SSaallssaa  YY  MMeerriinngguuee
CCoonn  EEssttaa  BBaannddaa  VViivvaa  DDee  MMeexxiiccoo!!  $$1100

FFrreeee  LLeessssoonn  99--1100ppmm  ••  DDaannccee  ssttaarrttss  aatt  1100ppmm
AANNDD NNEEXXTT WWEEEEKK CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS PPAARRTTYY!!

TANGO CENTER!
194 W. Broadway Ave., Eugene • 514-1393
wwwwww..nnoorrtthhwweessttssaallssaaddaanncceenneewwss..ccoomm


