
dying off and

disappearing in

a phenomenon

called “colony

collapse disor-

der.”

Beekeepers

have been reporting losses of 30 to 90 percent

of their hives. In colony collapse disorder,

seemingly healthy adult bees leave the hive,

never to return. Bees are the number one pol-

linator of crops in the U.S., and their loss af-

fects farmers from Oregon to Florida.

The USDA’s Agricultural Research

Service has been investigating the problem

and pinpointing everything from parasites to

poor nutrition. Scientists have also looked

into radiation from cell phones and geneti-

cally modified crops.

The journal Science recently reported a

link between colony collapse and a honeybee

virus called Israeli acute paralysis virus,

which is transmitted by a mite commonly

found in beehives. Scientists speculate a mix

of infection, genetics and environmental in-

fluences could be causing the die-offs.

According to a report in the Capital Press,

an agricultural newspaper in Oregon, bee-

keepers are taking advantage of all the buzz

about bees to ask for a little help. Beekeepers

reported on an American Honeybee Producer

Association survey that 15 percent of their

bee losses are due to pesticides. They are

pushing for an amendment to the 2007 U.S.

Farm Bill that would require chemical com-

panies to pay into a fund that would compen-

sate beekeepers for their pesticide-related

losses. More than 250 amendments to the bill

have already been proposed. 

— Camilla Mortensen

COALITION

TARGETS

CLIMATE
A new coalition has recently

formed among groups and individuals in

Lane County “working to mitigate and pre-

pare for challenges re-

sulting from climate

change and peak oil,”

according to Pam

Driscoll of Dexter, one

of the organizers.

Representat ives

from numerous groups

in the area attended the

first meeting in

November. They in-

cluded forest activists,

since logging is a key

component to in-

creased CO2 in the at-

mosphere.

Topics being raised

by the coalition in-

clude relocalization,

preserving forests,

mass transportation,

food security, legisla-

tion and local business, says Driscoll. 

A second meeting is scheduled for 6:30

pm Wednesday, Dec. 12,  at the Grower’s

Market Building upstairs meeting room, 454

N. Willamette. For more information, call

937-3007.

LUERS TURNS 29

BEHIND BARS
Jeffrey “Free” Luers celebrated his 29th

birthday at the Lane County Jail Dec. 5 as he
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Th e largest selection of Essential Oils in Eugene 

Soap Making and Natural Craft Supplies 

Factory-direct Natural Ingredients

Open to the Public M–F 9:00am–5:30pm 
55 N. Seneca Rd., Eugene, OR 97402 (541) 689-0913

e GloryBee® Factory Store f
Open Saturdays through December 22nd • 10am-2pm

Whatever your craft—soap, candle, skin care, candy—we have 

the ingredients and ideas you need for handmade holiday gifts.

Since the U.S. invasion of
Iraq began on

March 20, 2003
(last week’s numbers in parentheses):

• 3,882 U.S. troops killed*

(3,876)

• 28,451 U.S. troops injured*

(28,451) 

• 130 U.S. military suicides*

(130)

• 306 coalition troops killed**

(306)

• 933 contractors killed

(accurate updates NA)

• 84,779 to one million Iraqi

civilians killed*** (84,250)

• $473.9 billion cost of war

($471.9 billion) 

• $134.7 million cost to

Eugene taxpayers

($134.2 million)

* through Nov. 12, 2007; source: icasualties.org; some
figures only updated monthly

** estimate; source: icasualties.org
*** highest estimate; source: iraqbodycount.org; based

on confirmed media reports; other groups calculate
civilian deaths as high as 655,000 to one million

WAR
DEAD

FREE MEDIUM

SODA 
W/ PURCHASE OF

2 SLICES

COUPON
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SY’S NEW YORK PIZZA COUPON SPECIAL

SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

11:00AM-MIDNIGHT SUN-THU ★ 11:00AM-1:00AM FRI-SAT

®

COUPON

$2.00 OFF
ANY 18” LARGE OR

$1 OFF ANY
16” MEDIUM PIZZA
PLUS 2 FREE 20oz. SODAS

1211 ALDER
ON CAMPUS NEXT TO SACRED HEART HOSPITAL686-9598 COUPONS GOOD UNTIL

DECEMBER 20, 2007

Health and Beauty ShoppeHealth and Beauty Shoppe

A H
and

-Se
lec
ted
Ble
nd
of
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alt
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nd
Bea

uty P
roduc

ts, and G
ifts for the senses

2868 Willamette Street,
in South Eugene

Mon-Sat: 10 am – 8 pm
Sunday: Noon – 5 pm

20% OFF!
Any Custom Blended

Perfume, Bath & Body or Home
Fragrance Products from our Blending Bar

Off er good through December 15, 2007


