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columns on these pages, the work of Eugene
photojournalist Paul Jeffrey and such out-
reach efforts as the community schoolkit and
efficient stove projects, our county is proba-
bly a cut above most in its knowledge of the
humanitarian crisis still being waged in
Darfur, Sudan. What may be less clear to citi-
zens is the role China plays in perpetuating
this debacle. And, as China prepares to host
the Olympics — a powerful symbol of inter-
national peace and brotherhood — it is failing
to do that which is within its power to help
end the genocide in Darfur!

China sells arms to the government of
Sudan and backs the Khartoum regime by
purchasing 70 percent of the country’s oil ex-
ports. In its position on the U.N. Security
Council, China has not only watered down all
efforts to deploy the robust peacekeeping
force that has been outlined but has also op-
posed sanctions against the government as it
continues to engage in human rights viola-
tions. As the situation for Darfuri refugees
has worsened, the Sino-Sudanese ties have
only grown closer.

Locally, we are asking citizens to partici-
pate in a petition drive asking President Hu
Jintao, as Sudan’s primary trading partner, to
use his position to reverse these practices. We
urge county residents to download this peti-
tion at www.lcdarfurcoalition.org and circu-
late it among friends, communities of faith
and conscience, and civil groups.

Americans, parents and grandparents,
have not been complacent when Chinese-
made toys have endangered their children.
This is not a time for complacency when the
endangered children are not our own.

Our efforts to keep this crisis in the spot-
light bring hope to the people of Darfur.

“One People, One World”?

Marti Berger
Member, Lane County Darfur Coalition

BEEPING INTERSECTIONS

Regarding the (beep) aforementioned let-
ter in (beep) criticism of Dan Pegoda’s car-
toon, (beep) I am saddened that his work
(beep) was taken so (beep) seriously.

Living near a (beep) set of Accessible
Pedestrian Signals (beep) and knowing some
visually impaired folks, I (beep) appreciate

the devices — even though (beep) they didn’t
prevent a pedestrian (beep) from being hit by
(beep) a car recently at that intersection.

I (beep) also acknowledge the (beep) irri-
tation that comes from (beep) hearing those
things making an (beep) audio version of
(beep) water torture.

Oh, eh, (beep) pardon me a moment ...
(Whoosh! THWACK! BEEeeeppp ...)

Thank you for indulging (beep? ...
crunch!) me in this bit of literary performance
art.

G. B. Koerner
Fugene

KARMIC JOY

We were thrilled to have Fairbanks
Gallery (OSU Department of Art) mentioned
in your Best of Eugene issue (10/25). As
gallery director, I’d like to let you know that
your kind words and acknowledgement were
heartwarming and most appreciated. Over
the years we have been honored to host a
number of extraordinary artists, including;
Bill Viola, Sue Coe, Philip Pearlstein, Rick
Bartow, Wayne Thiebaud, Jerry Uelsmann,
Ruth Bernhard, and Jacob Lawrence, to name
a few.

Our gallery program is now comple-
mented with our recently formed Visiting
Artists & Scholars Lecture program, now in
its fourth year, which has sponsored free pub-
lic lectures by Do-Ho Suh, Bill Viola, Sue
Coe, Philip Pearlstein, Harrell Fletcher, Jaune
Quick-to-See Smith, Ann Hamilton, Marian
Abramovic, Douglas Crimp and Rebecca
Belmore, to name only a few. Maintaining a
program so rich in internationally renowned
artists is a substantial task, and our Art
Department’s VAS committee deserves
kudos and recognition for their passion and
hard work in making this program so suc-
cessful.

Our exhibits and lectures are free and
open to the public. We maintain an email no-
tification list that the public can sign up for by
sending an email to
drussell@oregonstate.edu and including
“subscribe” in the subject area, and their
name in the text area.

Thanks again for your coverage and your
continual attention to the numerous venues of
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touring with his new book

NIADE LOVE, GOT WAR

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH AMERICA'S WARFARE STATE

A personal account of the

author's four-decade attempt
to stop his country’s march to

one war after another

Thursday. Nov. 15th
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