Dear Del,
I am man enough to admit it: I miss you.
Where have you been, man? I mean, it’s not like
l you totally fell off or anything — the
Hieroglyphics albums kill, and your guest spots on
other tracks are on point — but I’ve been patient-
ly waiting on that solo album to drop for the better
part of a decade now. Your new effort is starting to
sound as mythic as Defox, and I’m getting a little
antsy. At this point, [ can only take so much
more of this snap music with Teddy
Tonematch on the hook. Don’t get me
wrong, though; I like what the South
has been doing with the rap game late-
ly. When I'm drunk on the dance
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Americana-infused blues from an
Oregon original
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Please please drop it now

The Thad Beckman Band
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Groovy blues and rock with one of the

floor and the DJ drops a song that not only accom-
modates my debilitated motor skills with a drank-
laced bpm but tells me how to dance at the same
time, it’s pure gold. Still, I need more substance in
my life, more clever wordplay and your idiosyn-
cratic delivery. Tracks like “Mastermind,” “At the
Helm” and “Mistadobalina” are classics and have
kept my inner backpacker satisfied for years —
but it’s time for something fresh. Tell you what —
if you play some of your latest tunes on the tour,
I'll be the first one to buy //th Hour in 2008.
Hopefully, Hiero cameos and some of your own
production will still apply — or have you gone
hyphy with it? You are from Oakland, right? I hear
thizz is what it is nowadays. No, no, you wouldn’t
pull an MC Hammer and drop a Look Look Look
on us. Plus, you have a legit, underground heavy-
weight on tour — Devin the Dude. Like you, his
career has mostly been kept out of the mainstream

spotlight, but when approached by some of today’s
top artists, the Dude abides, working with every-
one from Dr. Dre to UGK.

Well, T gotta run. I just thought I’d check in
and see how things were coming along. But I'm
not worried. Like you said: “I record it, sold it,
told it to you / Mr. Del wouldn’t tell you nothin’
that ain’t true.” ow
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Fresh Fish/Italian - Authentic Oregon since 1911
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Mindful of Every
Mouthful
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Out-of-this-world food that’s wholesome,
fast, affordable and portable.

760 Blair Blvd
Eugene
541.868.0668

4110 SE Woodstock
Portland
503.788.2921

3320 SE Belmont
Portland
503.235.6472
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flash-steaming « a full dollop of humor and irreverence to
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922 NW 2lst
Portland
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aid digestion
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STEAK HOUSE & SALOON «

10% OFF
YOUR
ENTIRE
BILL

avith purchase ol 2 entrees
and 2 beverages
valid for lunch or dinner

Expires 1 1-21-07
Son valid with any wther offer
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Benefiting the Eugene Opera

Enjoy arias from some of the world’s best-known operas in a candle lit winery
setting, hors d’oeuvres, & an opportunity to meet Eugene Opera performers

541-935-9406 * www.lavelle-vineyards.com
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